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CHAPTER I. 

WITH JUST FELT BREEZES, 

l^^^aiilO poor Robert'a second serîea of 
(■^^^^ pleagantriea at the expense of Fîite 
|fPfeS>i(| tiid actually, you see, contrive to 
accomplisïi its destmy after a fashion, was not 
a quito purpoaeleas outlay of ink, paper, red 
sealing-wax, money, time, and mental labour. 

Tryphena posted Aunt Racliers answer on 
her way to Mrs. Bond's on Monday afternoon, 
going through the village on purpose, the 
ehop being then, a3 now, sole médium for the 
transaction of ail postal business. 

" He wîll be disappolnted at not hearïng 
from me, I dare say," thought the gïrl, as she 
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quitted that fastness of strange smells, " and 
I should hâve liked very well to hâve 
added just a Une or two, but I could not tell 
if it would be light, so it was better to hold 
back ; and that postscript says a good deal — 
says, I think, ail that I could ever say îf I 
were to write from now till doomsday, only in 
little words, and at once ; but Mr. Latchet 
will hâve it that vou cannot state facts too 
plainly — still/^ and a sîgh. What maiden ever 
willingly delayed that most délicate delight, 
the setting forth on paper of her own foolish- 
ness, for the benefit of him who finds therein 
best wisdom ? 

However, it had to be. The unfortunate 
were a law unto themselves. You could not 
argue concemmg them as about the rest of 
the world — ^the prosperous, happy, cheerful 
people, principally shopkeepers, who never 
seemed to meet with a disappointment, or be 
troubled with a care. 

For instance, had a rich and handsome 
and talented young man fallen a victim to the 
all-conquering charms of any one of the three 
Misses Gregory, he would, of course, bave met 
with the hottest encouragement. Mr. and Mrs. 
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Gregory would hâve clasped him alternately 

to theîr ample bosoms, wept, gasped, 

ejaculated, till reason reeled ; Miss Susanna, 

or Miss Elizabeth, or Miss Arabella, the 

bappy virgîn on whom his choîce had fallen, 

would hâve been praised, and petted, and ^ 

bragged about, till her admiring friends might \ 

hâve felt tempted in the keenness of their 

anguish to fall upon her in a body, and cruelly 

kiss and fondle her clean out of existence. 

Did Miss Baker meet with some well-to-do 
gentleman, who, in considération of her many 
virtues, would consent to overlook the pléni- 
tude of her summers and deficiencies of her * 
dental arrangements, what merry-making t- 
would there not ensue in the house of Baker I ï 
But when one was only a farmer's daughter, 
and could neither make bonnets nor keep 
accounts, it was a very différent story. 

One must, then, take facts as one found 
them. After ail, that letter might hâve gone 
astray, like the other — and then he would 
never hâve heard from them at ail, and would 
hâve thought that she meant to give him up ; 
perhaps that she was radically incapable of 
cherishing an honest affection. Yes ; if life 

1—2 ; 
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just at présent were not ail that it mîght be, 
it was quîte possible for ît to be worse. One 
should not give way to envy, and jealousy, 
and that dusky crowd of small evUnesses 
Avhich folio ws so surely on the heels of grief; 
one sbonld make the best of things, and be 
thankful that one had an Aunt Eachel to 
tate one's part-and a sick friend to go and 
see — and a New Year to look forward to — 
and that the Polish hens had begun to lay 
again. 

The thought of what was to be done on 
Wednesday gave rise, I promise you, to no 
meagre amount of spéculation and anxiety, 
thermometrical, barometrical, and purely 
fanciful — not only on the part of youth, but 
even maturity, Miss Fowke being, she flattered 
herself, not quite a wooden block yet. Besides, 
if any one had a right to express enjoyment 
from the circumstances of the proposed expé- 
dition, it was of a surety her, since on her 
shoulders would ÊJl, so she averred, ail the 
worry and trouble therefrom inséparable. It 
was very well for folks to twiddle their thumbs, 
and talk about getting into tempera, and 
making mountains of molehills — ^let them stir 
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about a bit, and be driven frantîc wîth the 
contrariness of things, aud tlicn perhaps tliey'd 
pipe to a différent measuve. 

" You'd better waab aorne of them Unes ont 
ofyour face before you honour the minister 
■with your compauy," coolly obaerved Mr. 
Fowkej on Tuesday morning, when ail the 
grievances had been called ovev, and the 
catastrophes reckoned up, and the future well 
blackened, " or you'U give the poor nian such 
a turn that he won't be able to eat his Christ- 
mas dinner." 

" My face îs as God raade it/' utis the 
dignified answer, " and as God made it it will 
Btay. It'a not to be supposed, after such a 
]ife as l've had, that I can look my âge — 
neither do I care to. But what's this about a 
Christmas dinner ? Do you mean the minîster 
to dîne hère ?" in the tone of one who auflered 
from a sensé of aggravation. 

" Certainîy," replied Jaoob. " Don't ho 
always ?" 

Ainit. Rachel stood silent. 

" Then," said she, at length, " there'U hâve 
to be a bigger pudding, and I must put it on 
at four instead of iîve," and whisked off seul- 
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lerywards as petulantly as though to incur 
loss of sleep on Mr. Latchet's account were 
the worst and least familiar evil which could 
befall her. 

Jacob smiled. 

" Your aunt's mîglity charj^ of giving her- 
self trouble," said he to Tryphena. 

" She is tired, I think," gravely answered 
that young woman. " She was up late last 
night, and any thing fresh always seems to put 
her out so." 

A downward curve of the lips betrayed that 
use had not blunted Mr. Fowke's perceptive 
faculties. 

" Humph !'* grunted he, " she don't hâve 
change enough. We must give her a treat, 
I think. There's nothing like novelty, they 
say, to liven people up.'' 

"She is going to hâve a new dress," re- 
joined Tryphena, her face expressive of some 
shght surprise — "a blue twill with a black 
flower, if we can get one." 

And Jacob burst out laughing, which was 
very rude of him and quite uncalled for, seeing 
the solemnity of the matter in hand. 

" Why do you laugh T inquired Phenie, 
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flushiiig, and looking a little vexed. "I am 
sure those twills are fît to be ■worn by any- 
faody at any âge. Mrs. Tucker liad one last 
•winter, and you can't think how nice it 
looked !" 

But Mr. Fowke only laughed again. He 
was auch a liglit-hearted créature, you know. 

On Tuesday afternoon tlie question of the 
portmanteau — its packing, iiddressing, and 
final transmission, projectile- wise, through 
Bundry atinosplicric etrata of mishapa, blun- 
der3, incompetencies, to that unknown world 
whither liad already voyaged ita owner— again 
stimulated ansiety and ruled intelligence. 

"I know!" exclaimed Trypliena, after pro- 
longed pondcring— eyes loat in tbe interior of 
the aaid object, ber arras full of a gray great- 
coat ; " let'a take it in witli us to-morrow, 
tbere'll be plenty of room for it under the 
seatj and then we ean drop it at the coach 
office, and nobody be a bit the wiser. You 
say you don't want father to know ?" 

" No," said Aunt Rachel, getting ofif her 
kneea, and holding out her banda for the coat, 
whîcli ahe then proceeded to ahake and alap 
as if it were a young child and turbulent. 
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^' he does go on so, and the more one says to 
him the more one may. But that's not at ail 
a bad idea of yours. Hell be off long before 
we start, so we shall hâve the house to our- 
selves, and it's not heavy. I can easily drag 
it downstaîrs, and John '11 lift ît into the ^g, 
There, I think IVe got everything now." 

But Tryphena, who had wandered to the 
mantel-piece, smiled, and held up a small and 
black something she had just taken from the 
mantel-shelf. 

"What'stthat?" inquired Miss Fowke. 

But the girl only held it hîgher. 

"Dearl'* came the vexed exclamation — 
'' why, it's that buUet ! If it hadn't gone 
clean out of my mind altogether, and T was 
dreamîng of it last night, too. Hère, give it 
to me, chîld. "Hell be glad to hâve it, I 
dare say, just as a curiosity. And to think 
that that little morsel of lead is worth a man's 
life !" 

Tryphena smiled. 

" I should never hâve vexed father if that 
had gone straight," observed she, medita- 
tively ; and then, as if shocked, as well she 
might be, I think, at her own tepidity, not 
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to say cold-bloodedness, exclairaed, sliudder- 
ing, and grïpping tîgKt liold of lier two amis : 
" But how dreadfiil of me ! How can I be so 
horrid ! Do you not hope it will be fine to- 
morrow ?" abruptly, turning towards tbe win- 
dow. " Fancy, if it rains !" 

" It may rain cats and dogs for me," replied 
Miss Fowke, composedlj, wrapping tbe bullet 
in paper. 

" But tben we ahould not be able to go." 

" Why not ? l'm not made of sugar ov sait 
tbat l'm aware, or you either." 

"But there are our bonnets 1" 

"Rain don't burfc print."' 

" Print !" ecboed tbe girl, quite aghast. 

"Yes, print !" reiterated Misa Fowke. "If 
it'a a wet day I shall go in my hood and cloak, 
jxist tbe saule as I should iuto tbe village^ — for 
go I will. The thing's got tx) be done, and it 
sliall be done ; to that IVe made up my mind." 

Whereat Trypbena turued again to tbe 
window, and gazing eut into tbe reddened 
west, mutely but atrenuously did long for a 
sunahiny morrow ; for to appear in Coatbam 
on market day in a print liood, just like any 
labourer's daugbter, and not on an ordînary 
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market day even, but on the market day 
before Christmas — when ail the ladies from 
round about drove in in their carriages, living 
parcels of splendour, and sometimes would 
alight and take a turn in the High Street, 
just to see the show at Mr. Fletcher's, the 
butcher's, and the taffetas and chenies and 
satinets and flowers and sashes displayed by 
Mr. Perkins, the head draper and silk mercer, 
and ail the gay sights and doings incidental 
to that joyous occasion — I do assure you the 
bare notion of thus outraging decency was as 
terrifie to this poor little rustic as was ever 
loss of diamonds to countess, informai mar- 
shalling of guests to Honourable Miss. That 
man was a sharp fellow who first found out 
that " a beam is no stronger than its weakest 
part." 



CHAPTER II. 



REAL AND MYSTICAL. 




N the outskirts of Coatham, joumej- 
ing to the west, meandered a cer- 
tain lane, pleasant enough in sum- 
mer, being girt right and left with tall hedges, 
now odorous with may — now brave with dog- 
rose trails, pink and gold, and manifold bland 
elder blossom ; but in winter so muddy and 
duU and unpleasant that the boys called it 
*^ Hangman s Ditch/' and ladies gave it a wide 
berth, clogged or pattened. And in this lane 
was situate a red-brick house, whereon divers 
attenuated creepers and one sickly Httle 
monthly rose contrived, by great exercise 
of self-command, to obtain a scanty and pre- 
carious living — not a pretty or commanding 
or even picturesque house, seen from any point 
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or at any season ; and in this house, best 
described by négatives, dwelt a Wesleyan 
minister and bis bousekeeper — a Wesleyan 
minîster named Acts Latcbet. Mr. Latcbet 
was not in tbe least out of beart about bis 
bouse — it suited bim. If tbe boys did call tbe 
lane Hangman's Ditcb, wbat did tbat matter? 
Boys were given to make fools of tbemsélves 
ail tbe world over. If tbe lane itself was, 
after rain, somewbat miry — nay, a very river 
of mke— wby grumble ? 

To one of an active way of life wben abroad 
and incUned to study wben at borne, any bar- 
rier between tbe worksbop and tbe outer 
world — tbat outer world wbereof tbe cbief 
business is, it would seem, to waste tbe time, 
dissipate the énergies, and interfère with the 
pursuits of its hapless hireUngs-should be 
looked upon in tbe ligbt ratber of an inex- 
baustible blessing tban an occasion for dis- 
content. And so Acts did regard tbat mucb 
objurgated cbannel of great waters, on tbe 
sbores of wbicb necessity— no otber suitable 
tenement tban Brick House was vacant at tbe 
time of bis arrivai at Coatbam — bad compelled 
bim to take up bis dwelling. Yes, Brick 
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House, ccinsidered spherïcally — as spherically, 
that 13, as you can conaïder anything com- 
pletely square~waa far from destitute of 
merît. Beaides, if the exterior of tiils 
sîmply-Damed édifice was .a lîttle depreesing, 
the interior, thanks to Mrs. Forbea, who wa3 
in her way — rather a sad and leisurely way — 
as zealous a devotee to Bcrubbing-brush and 
carpet-broom as Misa Fowke herself, the 
generosity of Mr. Latchet's maternai parent, 
wbo at the outset of his ministerial career had 
provided him with ail things needful for the 
correct embelli shmont of a home— a wïfe ex- 
cepted — and that gentleman's innate sensé of 
proprîety and even élégance, speedily dispelled 
any aenae of chilliucss ; not Mr. Perkins him- 
self in his brand new manaion ont at Kittock 
enjoylng greater domestic comfort than did 
our pastor wheu snugly ensconced of a night 
in his own particular arm-chair, his keen eyes 
bent on the fair and famîliar page of some 
favourite book taken from well-filled ahelves, 
over the contenta of which ruddy firelight 
played fitfully, touching gilt letters to a 
brighter gold, bumishing wora calf to bronze, 
between his lipa a pipe, his grog neatly set 
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forth at his elbow — quiet, warmth, intellectual 
freedom, for a space, his most enviable posses- 
sions. 

For Acts was a confirmée! bibliophilist. 

But while other members of the tribe 
whoopedthemselveshoarse over choice éditions, 
black-letter copies, mediaeval and monkish jest 
books, whereof the Latinity is only a little less 
insufferable than the humour, this lîmited and 
grovelling person positively preferred excel- 
lence of matter to eccentricity or even richness 
of binding — beauty of diction to the most 
elaborate border ever executed. The value of 
a book, according to him, depended on what 
you could get out of it — ^you, as a feeling, 
doing, reasoning créature — not how it looked. 
Likewise resolutely refused he adhésion to 
that fallacy, so dear to many, which brackets 
âge with merit ; also, being a fair linguist, 
foreign authors as well as British afforded him 
the pleasantest of winter evenings — the most 
delightful of summer noons. Yes! A 
literary student was Mr. Latchet, though no 
bookworm — a lover of literature core-through. 

It is possible that had this man in early 
youth escaped the fascinations of religions 
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controversy, and tlirown tliose énergies whîch 
lie in after years devoted to the eatabliahment 
and furtherance of bia cause înto some more 
active and remunerative pursuit, lie might 
bave attained a cei-tain dignity and atability 
of position even aniong tliose whom tbe popu- 
lace loves to call gi'eat ; as it was, culture only 
added force to tbose eleeraosynary appeals, 
tbose analytical disquisitions, tbose rhetorical 
outburats, imaginative, argumentative, de- 
scriptive, wbereby be contrived week by week 
to cajole, interest, and occasionally astonisb 
tbe traders, traders' wives and daugbtera, 
John Tappa and Marthas, on whose liberality 
be depended to a great degree for means of 
livelihood. It was not a very grand life ; 
indeed tbere were tiraes wben, looking througb 
tbe bars as it were, and notïng tbe nobility of 
gait, tbe fine carelessness of gesture which cba- 
racterized free bumanity, Acts would frown 
gloomily, and wonder wlietber it migbt not 
be better to burst bonds, make a quite fresb 
beginning. 

" I ahould hâve a wider field for exertion in 
a manufacturing town," be bad tbougbt before 
now ; " hère I am lost, stïfled. A Kousseau, a 
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a Whîtfield, a Pascal, might be living among 
thèse people, and they would be none the wiser, 

but " and where reflectîon ceased certainty 

began. He could not put miles upon miles 
between himself and Shobdon. Coatham he 
would leave to-morrow, shaking the dust off 
his feet, and thanking God for the deliverance, 

but Shobdon No, it was of no use. He 

could not do it. 

By-and-bye, perhaps, when he saw his way 
a little clearer — when things had Consolidated 
somewhat, so that a man could tell how to 
deal with them — he might look a^bout for 
another opening. And then it would be too 
late, circumstance would hâve shifted, the out- 
let once navigable would be sand-choked ; so 
does Love ever fool him who, being set in a 
straight path, pauses to hearken to his thrum- 
ming. No seen enemy so terrible as this sly 
rhyme-jingler. I do not know exactly why I 
tell you ail this. It is, I think, because in my 
coarse, clumsy way I am anxious to make the 
man known to you, known even as I know 
him, known in his badness, known in hîs 
goodness ; for Acts, despite his lack of scruple, 
his resolute détermination to march on over 
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right, over wrong, undeterred by principle, 
unchecked by Pity, straight up to the object 
of désire — to storm, escalade, and finally carry 
that object wltli as little compunctlon. oi" ré- 
férence to Personal sentiment as is displayed 
by the gênerai of a vîctorious army when 
making arrangements for billeting their 
troops on tbe friends and relatives of the 
vanquished, despite ail this, I say, Acta 
Latchet was not as yet entlrely cast away. 
He did try to effect good, and he effected it ; 
for hÎ3 mental immorality, though a far 
deadlier psychic poison than bodily transgres- 
sion, caused him no loss of influence wîth 
others — even as a man may întosicate hïm- 
self with sédatives and escape blâme, who, if 
he attained a similar state of obfuscation by 
the use of alcohol, would be called a drunkasrd, 
and excluded from ail décorons circles. He 
also was guilty of many unobtrusive acts of 
kindness, and in encouraging the charitable 
inclÎDations of others did not forget to eulti- 
vate his own. No, Acta, bad as he waa, bad 
as he might become, conld never be a monster. 

He was too intelligent. 

Conceming the projected visit of " my 
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friends, Misa Fowke and her nièce," as he had 
styled Aunt Rachel and Tryphena when men- 
tîoning theîr probable appearance on the 
aftemoon of Wednesday to Mrs. Forbes, wbo 
forthwith puUed a long face, and very properly 
"'oped they weren't pertickler,*'tliere can be no 
doubt that this man of many mînds thought 
much. 

'* I should bave liked, îf I conld," pondered 
he, afl he lingered over his breaifast on the 
morning of tbe mémorable day — a quite beauti- 
fui moming, be it observed — "to bave had 
some flowers about tbe place; she is so fond of 
flowers. I wonder if Mrs. Perkins bas any in 
her greenhouse, and if sbe bas if she wonld 
give me a few ; they make a room so liveable, 
and I do want her to be pleased — to see every- 
thing at its best — my child, my little white 
dove, whom I would catch in my big hands, 
and place in my bosom, and speak pleasantly 
unto. Ah ! little dove, you^flutter and uplifb 
your ringed eyes skyward, and coo piteously 
to follow that sharp-beaked, glossy-plumaged 
falcon, who, now lost to view, lately skimmed 
and swooped and made perilous flights over 
and under and round about your nest; but 
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little dove, that falcon, were you to follow 
hîm, would tum on you — -strike hîs keen 
talons to your heart- — pluck out your pretty 
eyes. Niiy, thon art better hère, my sweet, 
my little one." 

A rhapsody, say you ? But Acta thought 
in rhapsodies. I hâve told you long ago 
that he was a bom orator — words, keen, 
meaniugful, musical worde, rose in hia mind, 
ceaselessly as the balls from the hand of a 
skilful juggler. He aœazed crowds by the 
fluency of his speech. "It is the voice of a 
god !" cried the unleamed. My friend, it was 
the voice of the man's soûl, Wlien that is 
sUent, howshall one speak ? But I was tellîng 
you how he wiehed to make his little ugly, 
square, red-brick house fair in the sight of his 
Eeloved ; how he thought it possible that 
Mrs. Perkins might, in the plénitude of her 
kindliness — ahe was a nice little woman was 
Mrs. Perkins, a six months' bride and eoniely 
— spare him a few blossoms from her fine new 
conservatory, which latter pièce of vitreous 
extravagance cauaed great scandai among the 
bvethren, specially the sisters, and occasioned 
the enunciation of divers ugly propheciea con- 
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cernîng her lord's future, which prophecie» 
hâve, however, no place in this history. So 
he — Acts — did that moming call upon Mrs. 
Perkins, and did humble himself before her — 
yea, even to the new Brussels carpet — ^for the 
sake of his Beloved ; and did corne away from 
Kittock FoUy — m Perkins had christened his 
Italian villa — ^the richer by a fine rose growing 
in a pot, a bunch of quite gorgeous camellias — 
one white, two variegated, and three crimson 
— ^and surely the warmest hand-squeeze and 
pleasantest " you know I am always glad to 
oblige you,'* ever given or said since the 
world was. 

Good little Mrs. Perkins. 

And now the shadows having lengthened 
and the sun's power decreased — ^but a meagre 
modicum of power at best — ^Acts put down 
his volume of St. Basil (he was reading the 
Homilies on the Hexaemeron), rose from his 
chair, and walked to the window. To his rear 
leapt and glowed and chattered a great fire— in 
îtself best of welcomes ; on the maroon-draped 
table stood a quaint little china basket, brim- 
M of colour, white, and red, and green ; over 
his head trilled, and chirped, and dispensed 
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■with quite lavish liberaJity water and seed in 
equal quantities, the canary whereof he made 
mention to Trypliena on Sunday ; to the ceil- 
ing climbed books, books, booka. It looked 
very cbeery, very homelike, very sociable. It 
would be a wonder if she, even she, did not 
discover that, be thougbt. 

Meanwbile tirne sped. Mra. Forbes, soberly 
imposing in her Sunday gown, a black poplin 
decorated witb gimp, which always rerainded 
Acts — why he knew not — -of dining-room 
chairs, and a fair cap rich in white satin ribbon, 
rustled in to ask if she sbould not lay the tea 
" afore the ladies corne," also if she hadn't 
better hâve one of the beat table-clothg, A 
drove of little black pigs paased, loudly grunt- 
ing up the lane, driven by an old man and a 
boy ; a clock struck four, still no bonnets could 
be seen. 

" Surely they will corne !" mused the min- 
ister, knitting bis brows, and stretching bis 
neck to obtain a more extended view ; and as 
he gazed, it suddenly occurred to him how 
very terribly disappointed he would be if they 
by any chance should hâve been prevented 
from adherlng to their original intention. 
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Hark, though 1 what is that — ^girlish laugh- 
ter — a girl's voice upraised in tones of re- 
monstrance ? 

His dark face brîgKt with pîeasure, Mr. 
Latchet hurried from the room, through the 
little hall, out to the garden gâte. 

Yes, there they were — Aunt Rachel, skirt» 
raised, eyes bent on the ground, face grave to 
grimness, tiptoeing along as daintily as e*er a 
court dame of them ail ; Tryphena, her cheek& 
aglow, her lips parted in an amused smile, in 
one hand a bandbox, over her arm her tartan 
cloak. 

" See, aunt/' exclaimed she, on catchîng 
sight of our Amphitryon, and nodded herself 
vigorously. She was in good spirits this after- 
noon, was Miss Phenie, partly by reason of 
having gotten her a bonnet to her liking, like- 
wise of having overheard herself called a 
*' sweet, pretty créature " by a little old lady 
in a sable cloak, to whom she had restored a 
dropped parcel on the market steps ; likewise 
of having chanced to encounter Martha within 
the precîncts of that vénérable institution, and 
seen that personage look grave and shake her 
head, when informed of the manner in which 
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they proposed to bring the day to a conclusion. 
Never a femaJe saint in the calendar but could 
be perverse wben occasion ofiered, l'il warrant 
her. 

" Wbere ?" exclaimed Aunt Eachel, giving 
Ler petticoats a rearward boist tbe reverse of 
graceful ; "oh!" looking up, " how do you 
do, 8L1' ? So we've got bere at last, but wbat 
a place to be sure. 'Wh.y ever don't you make 
'em hâve it seraped ?" 

■' Seraped," ecboed Acta, laughîng, and 
taking ber by the hand ; " why this is a loere 
trifle — indeed, I was congratulating rayself on 
the improved state of things. You sbould see 
it after a thunder shower. Do you know, 
though," turning to Trypbena, " I began co 
fear that you were not coming T 

" Indeed!" said she, auffering bim to relieve 
ber of the cloak — "arewe so late, then ? I 
tcld aunt we ougbt to make baate, but she 
would inaiat on picking her way." 

"I sbould think so, indeed I" retorted tbat 
lady ; " I don't see tbe kindness of carrying 
an acre of mud aioug with you into a friend's 
parleur — spoLUng tbe carpet. But"— enter- 
ing tlie hall — " 'twasn't that that kept us. 
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We met Dr. Sprague by the church, and he 
got talking about Mr. Valoynes, and one thing 
cmd another. You know what a one he is to 
gossip." 

Acts smîled. 

" Yes," he said ; " I know the worthy doctor 
likes a chat, and of course he was anxious for 
tidings of his late patient. Ah, there is Forbes 
— ^you will like to take off your bonnets. Show 
Miss Fowke into the spare bedroom, Forbes, 
and get some hot wator. You must please 
excuse deficiencies." 

"Dear mel" smiled Aunt Eachel — "Tm 
sure you need not apologize, I was just 
thinking how nice it ail was. Bring the 
band-box, Phenie — I shall want my cap.'' 

So, preceded by Mrs. Forbes, they forthwith 
climbed the stairs, feeling already quite at 
home, and free to take their ease. 

** It is because there is no Mrs. Latchet, I 
think," concluded Tryphena, as they entered 
the aforesaid chamber, and sat her down upon 
a neighbouring chair, having suddenly turned 
weary. 

"Come," said Aimt Rachel, hastily un- 
pinning her shawl, and throwing it on the bed 
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' — a four -poster, wîth blue and whîte hang- 
ings — " you can sit downstaira, and in the gïg, 
"we mustn't keep Mrs. Forbes. I know what 
tliings are, Mrs. Forbes, so don't you stay to 
wait on UB." 

" The young lady looks tîred," observed Mrs. 
Forbes, in a sad, low voice — ber habituai voice 
be it said— " perhaps sbe is not very strong." 

"Oh, yes, I am," smïled Trypbena, untying 
her bonnet strîngs, " only we bave been about 
a good deal thia afternoon." 

"Ab," said Mrs. Forbes, "in the family 
where I lîved before I came to Mr. Latchet, 
■we had a great deal of sickness, a very great 
deal. l've been up night after night for weeks 
at a time. Missus, she suffered from gallatones 
in the liver. I dare say you'U 'ave 'eard of 
that before, mum ?" 

" Yes," said Aunt Rachel, opening the 
bandbox, " I hâve, and a very paînful diaorxier 
I believe it is too." 

" Oh, shockin* !" rejoined Mrs. Forbes, with 
•emphasis. " Well, sometimes just as I was 
^ettin' off to sleep I would be waked up by 
some one ringin' at œy bell — there was a bell 
put in my room on purpose — and I would 'ave 
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to go and get mustard and 'ot water and — but 
that remînds me, you'd like some to wash 
your 'ands with ?" 

"No, thank y ou," replied Aunt Rachel^ 
tuming to the glass. "We shall do very 
well. Tiyphena, just tell me if my coUar's 
straight behind ?" 

Yes,'' said Tryphena, adjusting a sandal 
qviite!"and Mrs. Forbes départ ed kitchen- 
wards. 

" He has it ail very nice," observed Miss 
Fowke thoughtfully, when they were alone — 
manipulating a tail-comb with care and skilL 
She always wore ringlets wben going into 
Society — ringlets and a band of black velvet, 
whence drooped a small pearl ornament, bound 
tightly about her brow. ïo-day, however^ 
this décorative détail was omitted, because 
business mingled with pleasure, and gewgaws 
did not look well in the street. 

" Mrs. Forbes told us about the mustard 
and hot water the last time we were here,'*^ 
remarked Tryphena, getting up, and shaking 
out her dress — ^a puce silk, that silk she was. 
desired to assume in honour of the reappear- 
ance of a certain person who shall be name- 
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less; "that was three years ago. I wonder 
if she would tell ua it aU over again if we 
were to make a third appearance three yeara 
hence V 

" There muab be, I should think," pursued 
Aunt Eacliel, " three other bedrooms on tbis 
floor besidea tlie attica. It ia not at ail a bad 
houae for a small family." 

"A family of two," smiled Phenîe, oddly. 

" Or three. He haa a good bit of furniture. 
Iwonder wbat be paya Mrs. Forbea." 

" Ask Lim," was the ironical answer ; " or I 
■will. How nice it would aound : ' Mr. Latcbet, 
may I inquire how much you apend on your 
servant ? Do you allow ber méat for her 
dinner, and ïf so, how much and of what sort ; 
alao, I should be glad to know if she haa a 
candie to go to bed by ; and, do you waah at | 

home V " — bursting into the merrieat laugbter \ 

—- laughter which Aets hearîng in hîa sïttùig- 
room, mentally termed ravisbing. 

But Aunt Ilachel was in no mirthful mood» 
She had on ber brown satin and a pair of new 
sboes. BesideSj when circumstancea mosfc 
deftiy tempted to a jest, ber senae of humour 
seldom waxed iraportunate. 



28 ROSE AND RUE. 

" Be quiet," exclaimed she, îrefiilly. ** How 
often hâve I told you that to make a noise in 
other people's houses is the most vulgar thing 
any one can do ? And just look at that bow. 
No, not that one — ^the other. Corne hère, and 
let me put it to rights for you. So !" dealing 
delicately with a dark and glossy convolution 
perched atop of a dainty Uttle head ; « really 
your manners are quite horrible !" 

*^It's my bonnet," said Tryphena, depre- 
catorily ; " there is a bit of wire that always 
catches in my hair when I take it off. I must 
see to it." 

" I wasn't speaking of your hair 1" was the 
frigid reply ; " your hair does well enough. 
Hâve you a handkerchief ?" 

" Yes," answered the girl, battling hard for 
gravity. 

"Then we may as well go down; but," 
pausing half way to the door, "mind you 
don't spill your tea, or take things before 
you're asked, or speak with your mouth fuU." 

** Dear me ! " exclaimed Phenie, petulantly, 
*^ I shall not speak at ail if you say any 
more." 

" And what if you don't ?" retorted Miss 
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Fowke. " Do you think we shall go inta 
mourning V 

After which passage of arms they, in silence 
and with some dignity of carriage, sought the 
stairs. 

It was quite clear to Aunt Rachel that 
young women nowadays required a great deal 
of keeping in order. 
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1 whisper with my lips close to yotjr 

ear! 

N the hall they were met by Mr. 
Latchet. 

" Ah," smîled he — " so there you 
are ! I thought I heard the 'glad musîc of light 
feetZ And now for the toasting of the toes 
^nd warming of the poor little frozen fingers. 
I am afraid I am a very poor host, for I believe 
that as yet I hâve omitted to bid you welcome ; 
tut that you are welcome I hope you know, 
-without being told. Try the arm-chair, Miss 
Powke. Yes, you must — j^st to please me. 
I hâve so often seen you sittiog in it with my 
mind's eye. And you, Miss Phenie, corne and 
sit by me on the sofa. See, I will pull it up 
to the fire— there! Ah!"— sinking down 
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thereon and aighing happily^ — ■" why don't we 
do thîs oftener ?" 

" Do you mean, why don't we corne to aee 
you oftener ?" inquîred Tryphena, a Httle 
fitiffly. 

"Well, yes." 

"Ib wouldn't be convenient, for one thing, 
and for another you would get tired of it. 
One can see enougk of people, I find." 

" Of some people." 

Aunt Rachel coughed. 

" "We are exceedingly obliged to you for ail 
your kindness, I am sure," observed slie, 
gravely, "aud very glad to reat a bit. Be- 
eides, it is pleasant to see that you are so 
comfortable. When we took tea with you 
before, if you remember, you were scarcely 
settled, and the houae struck cold ; but now 
— ■ — " looking about her admiringly. 

" Yea," aaid Acts, nursing hia knee ; " I 
bave no cause for discontent. Indeed, since 
my mother's death, I bave been quite well off 
in respect of " 

" Get eut, cat!" hère exclaimed Mrs. Forbes, 
pusbing open the door with her elbow, and 
appearing, covered dish in hand. *' We daren't 
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let 'im in, mum " — addressing Aunt Rachel — 
" because of the bîrd. S-s-s-s ! — be off with 

yer 

"Oh!" exclaimed Tryphena, jumping up 
from the sofa as if already tired of inaction— 
* ' the bird ! I had quite forgotten ail about 
the bird. Tweet, tweet," face upturned to 
the cage hanging in the window, "pretty 
Dicky. Poor Dicky. What a knowing- 
looking little créature ! See, aunt, he opens 
his beak when you speak to him. But how 
dreadful to live always in prison !" 

" You would not like such a life T smiled 
Aets, rising also and following her. 

" I ? no ! I should soon die, I think. In- 
deed it would vex me to keep a créature in 
that way. I remember Tom Tapp gave me a 
squirrel when I was a little girl, and father 
got me a cage, but do you know I was forced 
to let Frisk out one day. I could not bear to 
see him watching me, poor thing !" 

" Yes," said Aimt Rachel, " and much good 
you did by letting Frisk out. Didn't the cats 
get him that very nîght ?" 

" Yes, I know," replied Tryphena ; " but I 
couldn't tell that." 
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" Tea is ready, sir," observed Mrs. Forbes. 

" Oh !" said Mr. Latchet, who had beeu 
listening to the foregoîng dialogue, eyes up- 
raîsed, his hands clasped behind him, a smile 
upon his lips — ^this talented gentleman had 
his own ideas concerning captivity, in common 
with most other subjects— " Then/' turning 
to the table and setting a chair before the 
teapot, silvern, and nearly as handsome as 
that held in honour at the Grange — ^not quite 
though, having for Hd-ornament merely a 
diminutive pine-apple, instead of two acorns 
and an oak-leaf — " will y ou be so kind as to 
préside, Miss Fowke ?" 

Aunt Rachel changed colour. \ 

" If you like," she smiled, " but really !" 

" But really," echoed he, coaxingly, " your 
tea-making p9wers are too renowned to admit 
of hésitation. Will you sit hère, Tryphena, 
or with your back to the fire ?" 

He had not called her Tryphena for years 
— ^never since her sixteenth birthday, when he 
brought her a little book, entitled "The 
Corner, thè Nail, and the Battle Bow," and, 
said, '' Tryphena, I hope this may be of usé 
to you," and pressed her hand, and — and, well 
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— kîased her on the forehead, patemally. The 
girl thrilled at the sound of her own name — 
and blushed, and said that she did not care 
where she sat, which was, indeed, qnite tnie — 
seeing that she could sit nowhere happily. 

"In that case/' said he, "you shall sit 
hère," placing a chaîr at his right hand, " and 
eut the bread. I think you may be trusted 
to do that." 

So down they sat, and Aunt Eachel poured 
eut the tea, and Tryphena distributed the 
iipper portion of the home-made loaf in neat 
little wedges, the carving of which, despite 
Mr. Latchet's confidence in her abUities, cost 
her no small pains, and Mr. Latchet himself 
helped the " crescent " — a big veal and ham 
rissole, in shape similar to a new moon, 
the which, be sure, Mrs. Forbes regarded as 
a work of art of no mean order — and to 
enjoy one's self seemed not only natural, but 
imperative. 

" My brother," said Aunt Eachel , when she 
had tasted the aforesaid condiment — ^and was 
privat^ly convinced that it required pepper — 
"hopes, sir, that you will dine with us on 
Chrîstmas Day — next Sunday, that is." 
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" Oh, thank you," esclaîmed Acta, " I shall 
be delighted. Indeed, I quite reckoned on. 
gettmg an invitation, to tell you the truth." 

"And why not," was the plea-sed rejoinder, 
" when you've had one every year ? I don't 
know why he put off asking you till se late ; 
lîut that he had it in his head ia certain. I 
linow that from the way he brooght it ont. 
"What a good cook you've got." 

" Yes," replied the minister, composedly, 
" she does her beat." 

" May I trouble you for the aalt, Phenie ?" 
said Aunt Bacliel. 

"Of course," pursued Mr. Latchet, a|îandon- 
ing his fork — he was not hungry — "what one 
misses in this sort of home is society- — not 
that I lack frienda, but frienda cannot be with 
one alwaya, and " 

" To be sure," sympathized Miaa Fowke. 

" However," contïnued he, after a while, 
more cheerfully, "Eome waa not built in a 
day — one raust wait." 

" Waiting can do no harm," amiled Aunt 
Rachel, "so long as you don't wait too long. 
For myaelf I prefer action. Strïke while the 
iron'e hot ia my ruie, and it's a good one." 
3—2 
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" Yes/' smiled the minîster ; " but what if 
the iron won't heat T 

" Then I don't know/' said she ; " I should 
say in that case 'twas best to let it alone alto- 
gether, or make up a bîgger fire/' 

Acts laughed. 

"We shaU see/' said he, and asked Try- 
phena if she would take some more "crescent'*^ 
or hâve a jam puff; whereto she madeanswer 
that she would hâve a jam puflp, being himgry 
and hardened. What did it sîgnify what he 
said ? she knew what he meant well enough, 
speaking or silent. 

And then they fell a-talking about divers 
matters — the state of the market and the 
streets, priées, whom they had met during 
their runnings to and fro; how they had 
found Martha in company with blind Blegg, 
Harry Blegg, the wood tumer, at the top of 
Pipe Street — ^she was " settin' *im 'orne," she 
said, which deed of charity would take the 
siUy thing quite half a mile out of her way, 
Aunt Rachel reckoned, she being bound for 
Priar Lane, — Tryphena, I regret to say,. 
laughed wickedly at the mention of this en- 
counter, remembering certain visual signs and 
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tokens and one spoken "Theer now ;" ond 

how Mr. Perkins had wanted tliem to becoine 
the ûwnera respectîvely of an India muslin, 
■wliîte, and worked ail up the front, and a 
lavender gros de Naples — " a beautiful thing, 
certaiûly, but quite beyond the means of any- 
body not a duchess ;" and Iiow Mrs. Baker 
had tried on bonnet after bonnet, and nothing 
would do but a green velvet witli a soft orown 
and a whîte feather across the brlm, which 
came to tliirty-eîght shillings— a long price, 
to be sure, but Mr. Fowke had been bo posi- 
tive about its lasting. Acts begged^nay, 
implored — that this precious inspiration inight 
be brouglit down and subjected to hïa criti- 
cism, tried on before him, and exliibited in ail 
lights. "Wait till next Sunday," laughed 
Aunt Rachel, "then you shall see it, and pro- 
perly. "IVouldn't do to put green next to 
tlioae cheeks. She'd look for ail the world 
like a peony juat burstlng into flower ;" and 
how Dr. Spragne, directly he caught sight of 
them, must needa corne hobbling along the 
street, and talk — Lord, how the man did talkl 
— about the weather, about folks' cheats, about 
Mr. Valoynes, whoae portmanteau they, by 
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the way, had dropped at the coach-office a»- 
they drove by — Acts smiled as he heard that; 
" another link broken," thought he — how this, 
how that, how the other. Dear 1 I hâve no 
mind to tell you one half they found to talk 
of, Acts and Tryphena and Aunt Rachel, but 
it îs certain that they talked a very great deaU 
and seemed exceeding gleeful up to the very 
moment when the sound of wheels and trot- 
ting hoofs in the lane intimated that thirty 
minutes had elapsed since the clock struck six^ 
and that the moment of séparation was at hand» 

" I told Davis," said Miss Fowke, becoming 
aware that a vehicle approached, "to send 
the gig up hère, because I thought it might 
be dirty under foot, and 'tis so desperate 
uncomfortable sploshing about after dark» 
We must go and get on our bonnets." 

"But why did you tell him to send so 
early?' rejoined Acts, reproachfuUy — Mn 
Davis was the landlord of the "Kite and 
Pigeons," at which well-known and long-estab- 
lished hostel it was the habit of ail Fowkes 
to seek refreshment whether for selves or 
beasts — " there is a moon ; you need not hâve 
started for another hour at least." 
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" WeU," amiled Aunt Rachel, " to speak the 
truth l'm not quite so brave about being out 
late as I used to be. Sïnce Mr. Valoynes was 
atopped, IVe seemed to see a face in every 
weed, as the saying ia. I dare say it'a fooliali, 
and I try to get the botter of ït, but you see 
'twouldn't do for me to be palsied with terror 
and let the reins go, or drive into the ditcli 
just because a donkey chanced to bray, or a 
gipay lad to put liis head over a hedge." 

" Well, no," said Acts — " no ; there's some- 
thiog in that, I allow." I ( 

"So," continued ahe, "I thought Fd better 
take the road at a time when there'd be plenty 
of honeat folks about, for I find that there's 
nothing like a good atout reaaon as a cure for 
eilly fears." 

Mr. Latchet laughed. 

" At that rate," said he, " your peace of 
mind must be asaured." 

Then Mrs. Forbes came with a candie, and 
they went away upstairs. 

" What are you talking about ?" inquired 
Phenie, groping her way into the dimly lit and 
slightly airless apartment, whither her eldera 
had preceded her by aome two minutes. 
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** Nothing that ooncems you," snapped 
Aunt BacheL ** You get on your dothes, and 
take care that you don't leave anything be- 
hind. The last time I bronght you ont, you 
lost your gloves and a veîl, reoollect," 

"I was saying," oboerred Mia Forbes, 
proffering the down-trodden one the little gold 
shawl-pin wherewith she secuied her victorine, 
" that master might soon find a wîfe if bis 
thoughts ran that way. The kdîes do make 
such a to-do with hîm T' 

"Reallyr said Tiypbena, "I wonder at 
that, seeîng that he is neither ricb nor hand- 
some 1" 

"That's what do puzzle me!" said Mrs. 
Forbes, with animation; "but 'tis 'îs way, 
I suppose ; 'e certainly can talk veiy niée 
when 'e 'as a mind to/' 

" Yes," said Phenîe, "but the nîcest talkîng 
în the world won't keep bouse," 

At which very oommonplaoe and even 
coarse observation both women laughed 
beartily. 

"She's a sharp one," applauded Mrs. 
Forbes; "she's your nièce, 'm?" addressing 
Aunt Bachel. 
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" Well/' smîled that lady, " I won't quite 
disown her; but does the minîster go about 
much, then, that you say he's so sought after ?" 
. " No, 'm, 'ardly at ail. 'Fil be at work ail 
day visitin' the sick, and teachîn' in the 
school, and seeîn' to one thîng and another, 
and then of a night 'e'U set down to 'is writin' 
or 'is book ; 'e do read an astonishin' deaL No, 
'tis very seldom indeed that 'e goes anywhere 
'cept to you and Mrs. Chipper's." 

"Ah," said Aunt Eachel, "Mrs. Chipper 1 
I think IVe heard him mention her. And 
his room is next to thÎB. The same size, I 
suppose T 

" Yes, 'm, just. But do you look in and 
see for yourself." 

"Oh," smiled Aunt Rachel, "but what if 
he were to corne up and find me there ?" 

" Lor," exclaimed Mrs. Forbes, holding open 
the door, " what would that matter ? Why, 
'e'd be quite pleased to think you made so 
free. Come, now !" 

Aunt Rachel wavered. 

"And miss," pursued our temptress ; " she'd 
like a peep as well." 

But miss shook her head. 
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" No, thank you," responded she ; " I must 
look after my belongings." 

So they left her, the noodle, the unam- 
bitious, benighted noodle — ^left her forthwith, 
in Company with a flickering rushlight and 
some cause for merriment. IfoneZbutse. 
what goes on behind one. 

For a while a subdued and legato murmur- 
îng — occasionally strengthened by staccato 
notes of admiration, doubtless — alone broké 
the silence. Then a door creaked, petticoat& 
rustled, and Aunt Eachel exclaimed : 

" And a serpent on the mantelpiece 1*' 

" 'Tisn't a serpent 'm," remonstrated Mrs. 
Forbes ; " 'tis what they call a pipe-fish — 
didn't you see its beak ?" 

"Beak," said Miss Fowke, disgustedly; 
" the idea of sleeping with such a thing as 
that in your room ! But that's why I always- 
say that 'tis well for a man to marry. A 
wife keeps her eyes open, and tums out the 
rubbish 1 '' 

"I shouldn't care to We the turnin* out 
of that there jar/' observed Mrs. Forbes, 
" wife or no wife. Why, master do set as 
much store by it as some would on a 'undred 
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poTinds 1 ' Don't you n^ver touch that, Forbes/ 
said 'e to me the very first day I corne, * for I 
caught it my own self when I was fishin' at 
Whitby, and I wouldn't lose it for untold 
gold.' " 

Aunt Eachers lips lessened. 

*'HumphI" ejaculated she ; "well, every 
man to his liking, as the old woman said when 
she kissed her cow. For my part I think it's 
sickenirig. Hâve you done up the bandbox ?" 

" Yes," responded Tryphena, just a Kttle 
puzzled by this sudden outburst of personal 
feeling, but far too deeply convinced of her 
own insignificance to ask for an explanation, 
and ail other préparations for departure being 
completed, they betook themselves downstairs. 

"Corne in and hâve a warm before you 
start/' said Mr. Latchet, hurrying out of the 
dining-room, on hearing footsteps ; " I hâve 
made up the fire on purpose.'' 

But Aunt Rachel shook her head. The 
mare was not very good to stand, and they had 
been over long already. 

"You see," smiled she, as Mrs. Forbes 
opened the hall door, and called out, " The 
ladies are ready *'— " if the master were to get 
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home before us, and find Hmself shut out— 
IVe got the key of the back door in my pocket 
— ^there'd be old Harry to pay, and nothing 
±0 pay hîm with ; and when one bas enjoyed 
oneself '' 

" I thougbt/' interposed Acts, glancîng at 
Tryphena, wbose eyes were fixed upon the gig, 
"** that Mr. Fowke mîght bave looked in on bis 
way borne ; but, I suppose tbe claims of busi- 
ness were too pressing/' 

*^ He was going to bave a pipe witb Hick- 
înan, I tbink — Hickman, of Cbadlington. 
Tbank you, Mrs. Forbes, I sbould bave for- 
gotten it, and tbat's tbe tbird umbrella IVe 
liad in seven years. Now, Pbenie, say good- 
nigbt, and let's be going." 

Tbus exhorted, Trypbena put away ber 
-tbougbts — sbe bad been wondering wbetber 
Hobert bad yet reacbed Kirton — and turning 
berself about, said, bolding out ber band : 

" Good-nigbt, Mr. Latcbet ; and — and — 
-fcbank you for a very pleasant evening." 

This, being a weU-disposed and caxeftiUy- 
brougbt-up young person, also a little bit of a 
iady. 

" May we spend many more sucb pleasant 
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. evenings !'' smUed he, cordiaUy pressing her 
small fingers ; " would that it were my happy 
lot never to spend an evening otherwise ! But 
now that you hâve made the attempt without. 
sustaining any very serions injury, I trust 
that no great length of time may elapse before- 
you pay me another visit." 

"I won't say anything about that," said 
Aunt Rachel, who never, under the fieriest of 
temptations, permitted fancy to obscure, dis- 
guise, or even trifle with fact ; " that lane's- 
enough to keep off anybody short of a man- 
of-war; besides, we so seldom leave home — 
still, when we do hâve occasion to come into- 
town — -" 

"Youll come hère," exclaimed Acts^ 

« 

" That's enough, for " — palm meeting palm — 
" I know that you are a lady of your word." 

Miss Fowke smiled. 

" Yes," allowed she, " I generally do as \ 
intend, if it is to be done, that is. Take care 

« 

how you get up, child. Hâve you got the 

box r 

" Yes," cried Tryphena from the gig, into 
which she had already mounted, having a 
strong objection to protracted leave-takîngs — - 
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leave-takîngswhichnecessitated goodness alone 
knew how many hand-shakes, mendacious 
utterances, unprovoked assaults upon con- 
science generally; whereupon Miss Fowke, 
accompanied hy the minister, Mrs. Forbes 
hringing up the rear, forthwith proceeded to 
the gâte. 

" I think/' said Acts, blandly, as he assisted 
Aunt Rachel to her seat of power — a some- 
what délicate business, and trying to a man's 
nerves — "that you will hâve a prospérons 
joumey so far as weather is concemed, tiie 
stars are so very bright, and the outline of the 
moon so sharp. What do you say, Henry ?'* 
tuming to the lame ostler at the ** Kite/' to 
whose charge Boniface Davis had confided the 
Fowke équipage. 

''Beautiful night, sir/' was the queerly- 
toned answer. Henry had, so ran tradition, 
no "roof to his mouth, which was a great 
pity, people thought, as otherwise he was a 
worthy soûl, and deserving of a better fate 
than to be the butt and, as it were, legalized 
excuse for tyranny on the part of ail the 
ruflfianly boys and idle fellows in the town, 
So thought Tryphena, 
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. ** Yes/' said Aunt Rachel taking the reins, 
and assuming that rigidity of attitude and 
feature which she, in common with other not 
quite unmeritorious or obscure personages 
(turn to the caricatures of the period), held 
essential to the proper control of equine 
behaviour^ — " I dare say it will be pleasant 
when we get clear of the town. Lead her 
round, Henry ; there's a big stone close to the 
hedge ; I noticed it as we came. Dear, what 
ruts ! There, that's right. Now then, PoUy. 
Good-night, Mrs. Forbes ; good-night, sîr." 

" Good-night/' said they both. 

" My compliments to Mr. Fowke," added 
the minister ; and away they went — jig, jog, 
jig, jog — Henry hobbling after, as well pleased 
a gig's load as could easily be met with. 

For some time, however, no word was 
spoken, the road being rough and PoUy 
stubbom, endowed, moreover, with a rooted 
objection to going straight, the resuit of partial 
loss of sight. 

" One might as well drive a pig !" at length 
exclaimed Aunt Rachel, angrily ; " wake up, 
can't you ?" 

" Perhaps she is tired," said Tryphena, " or 
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they may not hâve givea her as much corn as 
she is accustomed to." 

" Perhaps a fiddlestîck !" was the tart re- 
sponse. " You wait till I get you on the hîgh 
road, my lady !" 

At which alarming observation PoUy pricked 
up her ears, tossed her head, and quîckened 
her pace wonderfully. 

" The old hypocrite !" laughed Aunt Rachel, 
" I do believe she understands what you say ; 
just you see how she goes when your fe,ther's 
behind her. Why, I remember one day he 
drove me over to see Mrs. Pouter, at Chadling- 
ton, and she got there in an hour and a 
quarter — ^nine miles in an hour and a quarter !'* 

" Ah !" smiled Tryphena, ** that was because 
she was frightened, poor thing. I should not 
like her to run like that for me !" 

" Pooh !" scoffed Miss Fowke, " perhaps 
you'd like to feed her on loaf-sugar, and stable 
her in the best bedroom." 

But to this very wild suggestion response 
seemed quite unnecessary. 

Tryphena tightened her wraps in silence- 
for the night was bitter, despite the glory of 
the firmament. 
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" I wonder/' said she, after a while, eyes 
Tiplifted, " what the stars really are. Robert 
déclares that they are worlds — -just like our 
world, but botter or colder, as tbey approacb 
or recède from tbe sun." 

" Gracions !*' ejaculated Aunt RacbeL 
" Did any one ever bear sucb stuff ! Worlds, 
indeed !" 

"Ob, but," argued our sciolist, witb fine 
sciolistic pertinacity, " it is quite true — ail tbe 
astronomers say so. Besides ^" 

" Wbat do I care about astronomers ?" broke 
fortb vulgar préjudice ; "I tell y ou it's rub- 
bisb. Didn't God, in tbe beginning, make 
two great ligbts, * tbe greater ligbt to rule tbe 
day, and tbe lesser ligbt to rule tbe nigbt ? 
He made tbe stars also/ " 

" Yes, of course," said Trypbena, " but 

ob" — pausing as <ber quick ears caugbt 
tbe Sound of a borse's boofs — " some one is 
coming. Pull to one side, aunt. Just tbink 
if it sbould be some terrible --'' 

" Ab !" observed Aunt Racbel, impressively. 

" Wby, it's fatber !" exclaimed tbe girl, 
breaking into a merry laugb — "bow ridiculous ! 
Do you know, fatber," as Mr. Fowke trotted 
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up, "I actually took you to be a hîghway- 
man I" 

Jacob smiled. 

" Did you V said he, slackening his pace ;- 
"and what would you bave done if I had/ 
proved to be one ?" 

" Screamed/' was the prompt rejoinder. 

" Pshaw r' scoffed be ; " much use tbat'd 
bave been. Why, I sbould just bave twitcbed 
off tbat muffler, crammed it into your moutb, 
and " 

'*Dear me r exclaimed Aunt Racbel — "wbat 
dreadful bloodtbirsty nonsense ! Pray say no - 
more — 'tîs enougb to give one the borrors. 
Corne up, you animal/' slasbing PoUy witb a 
will ; "tbere, you see, sbe takes.no more 
notice tban if I beat tbe bedge. Of ail tbe 
obstinate old " 

" Let me come to ber/' said Jacob, pricking 
alongside ; but be bad no need ; away went 
the old mare witb a bound wbich nearly jerked 
Tiyphena out on to the road. 

Aunt Rachel laugbed till sbe could scarce 
hold the reins. 

" Well, and what did Latchet say ta 
you?" inquired Mr. Fowke, when calm was 
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agaîn restored, and the lîghts of the village 
twinkled in the distance. 

He was very kind/' replied Aunt Bachel 
very. We had a méat cake at tea, and 
some jam puffs, and a custard pudding, and 
biscuits." 

" And did he talk much to you, Phenie — 
pay you attention — ^run about after you ?" 

" Oh, I don't know," smiled Tryphena ; 
" he was about the same as usual." 

" A man would be hard set to run much in 
a room no bigger than our poultry-jrard," ob- 
served Miss Fowke, dryly ; " except he ran 
round and round, like a kitten after its own 

tanr 

Whereat Jacob laughed, and bade her be 
careful how she tumed into the lane. They 
had ail but reached home now, 

The old house looked just a little dreary, 
Tryphena thought, as they drew up at the 
gâte, and made ready to dismount — so gray 
and lifeless. True, Beauty did her best to 
dissipate the gloom, barking quite furiously 
behind the locked door. Still, it disappointed 
you, as will a face once dear when seen after 
years of séparation — ^the picture you, as a child, 

4—2 
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gazed up at wonder-struck, when looked upon 
by eyes made wise of eeeing. There is no 
such test of faith as change. 

" If you'll go and see after the supper/' said 
Jacob, "l'U look to the trap. Wo-ho, Peter !" 

" Very well/' said Aunt Rachel, hurrying 
away up the garden walk — " we'U hâve some 
ham and eggs. l'm quite hungry, for ail I 
made such a good tea, Bless the dog ! — she's 
fit to tear one in pièces. Be quiet, Beauty 1 — 
down, madam I" 

But Tryphena took madam aside and 
kissed her many times, and whispering that 
she had brought her a " fairing " — ^which waa 
quite true, having positively expended the 
sum of one halfpenny on a carraway biscuit 
with that design — forthwith extracted the 
said confection from the uttermost depths of a 
labyrinthine pocket ; a rash and ill-considered 
proceeding, the immédiate conséquence of 
which was such a display of agility, vocal 
resources, and gratitude, that Miss Fowke 
felt discipline to be at stake, and a threat to 
pack one out into the yard and the other ofiP 
to bed, both supperless, unless they stopped 
that noise this instant, simply essential to the 
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maintenance of anything like decency. Order 
re-established and the fire lit, to lay the cloth 
and otherwise prépare for recuperative action 
became a matter of moments. 

By half-past eight Mr. Fowke had almost 
exhausted not only capacity but désire. 

" And now," said he, the table being cleared 
and his pipe filled, " you'd better go to bed. 
l'il lock up. Tis no use for you to sit gaping 
there like a pair o' alligators." 

Whereupon they (Tryphena and Aunt 
Rachel) arose, and bidding liim good-night — 
Tryphena specidly felt worn out by the divers 
interests and incidents of this most fatiguing 
day — crawled wearily away upstairs. 

" The idea !" said Aunt Rachel, to herself, 
aa she put on her nightcap— *^ a pickled snake 
upon the mantelpiece 1" 



CHAPTER IV. 

AND I WILL THREAD A THREAD. 

HE préparations for Christmas went 
briskly forward. The turkey had 

I been slain by John — Aunt Rachel 
would kill a fowl or duck or even a goose, with 
any one, she said, but one of those great gob- 
bling monsters — no ! the noblest ambition, 
the hottest zeal, wlU somewhere find a limit, 
— the turkey had been slain by John, I 
repeat, on Monday afternoon, and now swung 
in state by his two black legs from a peg in 
the larder, an object of interest, and even re- 
spect — for so fine a bird had never yet graced 
the Grange dinner-table — to ail beholders. On 
Thursday Tryphena, armed with a big dasp- 
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knife and the stoutest of gloves, went with : 

Mr. Tapp to get hoUy and yew and ivy from 
the down, as was her yearly custom. They had 
the cart, and rode there and back in great 
comfort, likewise their spoils were plenteons 
and splendid, the hoUy trees amply fulfilling 
the promise given when a certain young man " 

and young woman took a walk that way one 
^utumnafternoon notyetquîte relegatedtoobli- 
vion ; but despite the plénitude of berries and 
the generally successful texture of the expédi- 
tion, the expédition was scarcely successful. 

For Martha would not join therein. 

" Oh, do corne," pleaded Tryphena, as ex- 
cuse after excuse met her persuasions ; " it [- 
will not be a bit nice without you, and we 
hâve always gone together — always — ever 
since I can remember." 

" AU the more reason why we shouldn't go 
together this time," retorted Martha ; "you're 
so fond of change, you know,'* eyeing the girl 
iionically, as she stood, one foot, one hand, on 
the old garden gâte, swinging it to and fro, 
after an indolent and absent fashion, which 
would assuredly hâve excited Aunt Rachera 
liveliest indignation. 
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Miss Tomboy had been at the pains to walk 
down to lier friend's cottage to ascertain her 
intentions. 

"I do not know anything of the sort/' re- 
tumed she, aggrievedly ; " I only know that 
the more I love people, the less do they seem 
to love me. See how fond I am of you, and 
yet you will not put yourself out ever so little 
to give me pleasure. What do I care to go 
straggling off there ail alone T 

" You'll 'ave fayther/' was the composedre- 
joinder ; " I thought you liked bein' with 'im?'^ 

" So I do/' answered the girl quickly ; *" but 
he isn't you, and I don't want to get on that 
down by myself. 'Twill put me in mind of 
things, and wake up ail my wretchedness. Oh, 
Martha, dear, do you corne, please !" 

"Miss Phenie," said Martha gravely, "I 
don't approve of the way you're goin' on, and 
I shan't hâve nowt to do with it. You can 
see two ways if you like ; I prefer to keep my 
eyes str ight in front of me." 

" The way I am going on !" echoed Try- 
phena, wonderingly — "the way I am going 
on!" 

" Yes," reiterated Martha, "the way you. 
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are goïn' on. I saw your look wLen I met 
you in the market yeaterday. Do you think 
IVe known you from your cradle, and can't 
read your face when I care to ? Phoo !" 
Tryphena shook her head. 
" I don't kiiow what you mean," sïghed she ; 
" I could not help smiling when you said 

' There now 1' becauae " 

" Ah !" interposed Martha, " I see it ail 
plain enough. 'Owever, you'll 'ave to get 
your Chrîatmafling by yourself thia tïme or 
bide without, for I shan't go with ee." 

" Don't !" exclaimed Tryphena, her cheeks 
aâame, her eyes brïght as steel — and tum- 
ing on her heel, marched away up the lane 
in as pretty a frame of mind as can well be 
imagined. 

But Martha quailed not. 
" Let 'em do as they pleaae," thought she, 
as ehe returned to her aeat by the fire, and 
rethreaded her needle — she was at work upon 
those red moreen curtaina — ■" 'tia nowt to me, 
nor will I naix or meddle with it ; but seem to 
agrée ! — no, not if I were to be tored in pièces 
by wild 'orses. Patty Tapp may be a clown, 
but abe'a no 'ypocrite." 
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So John manfully lacerated his freckled 
tands, and imperilled his freckled neck — 
actually climbing an oak in quest of mistletoe 
— at the instigation of our tyrant ; performed, 
in short, prodigies of valour for the least 
possible reward — ^merely a *' Thank yon/' a 
^* That is quite enough, I think/' as bough 
after bough was riven from its parent stem 
and consigned to the cart in obédience to sug- 
gestions more despotic than commands. 

On Christmas Day divine service was to be 
held at Shobdon in the forenoon. By divine 
service, I of course mean the service held by 
Mr. Latchet in the bam. 

That any other mode of worship, mode legiti- 
matized by State protection, for instance, and 
perpetuated by popular carelessness, could by 
any jugglery of the understanding or mal- 
treatment of conscience be so termed, was, Miss 
Fowke declared, not only astonishing, but a 
proof of man's natural depravity, alike wel- 
-come and indelible. What the church people 
did sîgnified to nobody but themselves. They, 
could ring their bells and roar their chants 
^nd offer up their printed pétitions as seldom 
or as often as it suited them , or not at ail, if 
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^hey liked that better ; for ail the good they 
^ot, Aunt Rachel thought that this lattèr 
.would be the fitter course. 

In the old vicar's time it was usual for the 
carol-singers to make their rounds on Christ- 
mas moming between the hours of eight and 
ten, and then to proceed to church to 
9trengthen the choir, which in good sooth 
somewhat lacked volume, consisting of a 
pitchpipe, two old men, and an intermittent 
boy ; but how it would be when this new 
man came among them, as corne he would 
next Saturday, was more than could be safely 
prognosticated. His name was Wynter, and 
Jiis hair was sandy; also he wore glasses. 
Thus much Aunt Rachel knew from having 
met him in the village on the day of his in- 
'duction. 

" But l'm not much struck by his looks," 
observed she, when subsequently detailing this 
^encounter for the benefit of Tryphena and the 
minister ; " and I doubt whether we shall do 
^us well as we hâve hitherto ; those light, long- 
nosed, pasty-faced créatures are always so fond 
of meddling. Besides, if poor old Dr. Was- 
borough was free in his way of talking, and 
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did now and then take more wine than wae^ 
good for him, he was very pleasant-spoken, 
and gave right and left ; but we shall see. 
After ail, we're our own landlord." 

At eleven a. m. on Christmas moming, then, 
the bam doors would be thrown open to ail 
who, in an earnest and prayerful spirit, and 
enviable immunity from household cares, couM 
conscientiously assemble themselves together 
to hear the oft-told story, and sanctify, by the 
renewal of pious émotions, those camal appe- 
tites, to the satisfaction of which, circum- 
stances being favourable, the remainder of the 
day would be devoted. 

" You'll go, of course,'* said Aunt Rachel to 
Tryphena, as that untiring being mounted a 
pair of steps on Saturday aftemoon, hammer 
and mistletoe bough in hand, a great naii 
between her teeth, bent on the arrangement 
of the said trophy over the door leading to 
the hall ; she had been deoorating the 
kitchen ; " and so will your father. As for 
me, I must stay at home and attend to the 
dinner. I suppose Martha knows that she is to- 
come and help as usual ?" 
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Tryphena plied Hfer hammer vigorousiy. 
That mistletoe bough had weathered many 
winters — a toughening proceas. 

" I do not know what she knows," observed 
she grimly, when the n^ was driven home ; 
"nor do I care." 

" Indeed 1" said Miss Fowke. 

" Martha," pursued the girl, throwing back 
her head, and aasuming the air of a critic, 
"haa taken upon herself to be exceediogly 
rude to me of late, and — and — I am not going 
to put up with it." 

" Indeed 1" said Aunt Rachel again ; "per- 
haps you'U be good enougb just to get a broom 
and clear up ail this mess youVe been making. 
iPon my word, one would think you were the 
Queen of Sheba." 

" If I were," was the smiling answer, " I 
should hâve some trouble to find a Solomon, 
I fancy. But it does look nice, doean't 

itr 

"Tes," was the composed answer, accom- 
panîed by an upward glance, " 'tis aU veiy 
well." 

" I wish," continued Tryphena, picking up 
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sundry sticks and twigs, "that thîs sort of 
work was more plentifuL Now, howpleasant 
it would be to be a gardener — ^not a man wha 
plants cabbages^ you know, but a grand person 
like Mr. Graham at Evershot — and to hâve to^ 
arrange ail the nosegays^ and see that the 
fruit was proper for dessert. Oh, I should 
like that !" 

" It seems to me," said Miss Fowké, " that 
you would like anything better than the plain 
duties which lie before you, Why can't you. 
be content with what youVe got ?" 

Tryphena smiled. 

" I can't help my nature," she rejoined ; " it 
is méat and drink to me to see pretty things. 
I do not want them to be grand, or out of the 
way ; a bird's song on a fine day, or a flower- 
growing in the hedge, gives me just as much 
pleasure as the finest of pictures or statues. 
— indeed more, I think. But to brighten up 
places I am fond of, and make them what 
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" Ah !" said Aunt Rachel, " you're your 
mother ail over. That was just what she was 
always whining about. Why didn't we let 
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the ivy grow ? Why didn't we hâve a new 
carpet in the parleur and pictures instead of 
samplers ? Why thia, why that ; it uBed to- 
make me wild to Usten to her — pack of boîird- 
ing-achool nonsense !" 

" But," argued Phenie, "I hâve net beento- 
a boardîng-school. Besidea, I do not believe 
that our opinions are put into us. They grow 
as we grow. Robert says so. Robert saya 
that " 

" Robert's a terrible wise fellow !" was the- 
sarcastic interpolation. " When you and 
Robert get a place to yourselves we ahall no 
doubt leam aomething !" 

" Ah," smiled Tryphena, " when !" she had 
no great stock of hope. 

So, when the moming came, the morning [i f 

with its beU-ringing, carol-ainging, cider- j 

drinking {Mr. Fowke alwaya broached a barrel i' 

with his own hands on Christmas Eve ; so. 
had his father done before him, and his .| 

father's fether, an hereditary custom, if you. '}. "^ 

pleaae), its rough courtesies and maddening | 

bustle. Miss Fanciful put on her puce silk and ;! 

her green pelisse and her new green bonnet. 
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and tripped off to meeting as blithe as you 
could wîsh, for the sun shone and the world 
looked bright, and she felt quite in birthday 
trim. 

But one fact there was wliich sliglitly marred 
her happiness — Mr. Fowke wore his week-day 
clothes. 

" You're never going ont that figure !" ex- 
claimed Aunt Eachel^ as she hurried into the 
kitchen, saucepan in hand, hair curl-papered, 
face expressive aUke of dismay and a sensé of 
injury, just as they were about to start. 

" What figure T rejoined he, placidly. 

" Why, ail rags and tatters ! Tryphena, go 
and fetch your father his best coat this instant. 
The idea of your thinking you could be seen 
like that ! Corne, be sharp — get it off !" 

" Stuff 1" rejoined he — " I want no best 
coat — l'm not going to Court !" and strode 
away ther^th. 

"WeU, to be sure!" ejaculated Aunt 
Hachel. 

Never had Fowke so forgotten himself ednce 
Fowkes were, with the exception of Cracked 
Tom, who would always dress like a sailor, 
and wear a pigtail, to the mortification of his 



ROSE ASD RUE. 65 

relations and amusement of the neiglibours, 
say to bim wliat you would. 

" I think the world'a fair topsy-turvy 1" 
exclaimed tliia outraged lady, turnïng to 
Martha, wlio waa making up the fire, " first 
one thing and then another ; one might aa 
well lîve in Bedlara." 

But to this eomewhat hazardoua assertion 
Martha vouchsafed no anawer. She was in- 
deed dîspoaed to silence, if not taciturnity, 
that morning, goïng about ber work witb a 
settled sobriety of face and manner whioh 
lûigbt bave glven rîse to conjecture, bad not 
interests of a more active order been so 
plentiful. 

To be long uneasy, or even preoccupîed, 
however, in the midst of cheerfulneas— cheer- 
fulneea wbich evinced itself by dint of much 
and bearty band-shakiiig, voluble utteranceof 
good wisbes, loving smiles — was quite beyond 
Tryphena, she being of a réceptive nature, 
and aa impreaaionable as retentive of impres- 
sions. Moreover, when ahe came to think of 
it, îis think she did, notably during that quiet 
ten minutes which elapsed between their 
taking tlieir seata and the ministei-'s arrivai, 
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there was a reason for this sudden departure 
from established custom. 

"'Twas on Christmas Eve that mother 
died/' pondered the girl, as she gazed up at 
the garlanded walls, "and he may hâve dreamt 
of her last nîght. I fancied he seemed dull 
ail the evening. 'Tis but natural that he 
should dislike trouble about outside things, 
when his soûl is full of heavîness ;" and then 
she felt quite ashamed of her new bonnet, and 
blushed on such wise that Mr. Latchet hap- 
pening to enter at that moment, was per- 
suaded she had recognized his step as he came 
up the road, and thrilled joyously. Poor Mr. 
Latchet 1 

The service over — no finer sermon had ever 
been listened to, or could possibly ever be 
listened to, either at Shobdon or anywhere 
else, not in the king's chapel itself, asserted 
the popular voice, than that delivered by Acts 
on this occasion, and the text whereof ran 
" There was not room for them in the inn :" a 
passage which affording scope to the imagina- 
tion, admitted of pictorial treatment at once 
dazzling and sublime ; — service over, I say, 
Jacob left his seat, and strolled, his hands 
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clasped behînd him, to the west end of the 
barn. 

" Looks comfortable, dbn't it ?" shoilted he 
to the minister, who had just risen from his 
knees, bis face still bright with that strange 
brightness wbicb it would wear wben dwelling 
on a thème which pleased him, or, suddenly 
transportée! by freshness of view, a brightness 
quite superhuman, people said. 

Tryphena shivered. Perhaps she felt cold. 
The congrégation had vanished. ' 

Mr. Latchet, however, betrayed no sensé of 
incongruity. Pocketing his Bible, and closing 
that ordained for public use, also the hymn- 
book, he stepped down from the desk and 
made his way towards his interlocutor, with 
quite delightful promptitude. 

"An improvement V quoth that gentle- 
man, his hands in his coat pockets, his eyes 
roving hère and there. 

"Very great," replied Acts; *'you must 
hâve worked hard. Miss Tryphena." 

" John helped me," she answered, coming 
towards them ; " he put up ail those bunches 
of evergreens," pointing to certain green 
sheaves dotted about the roof; "they are 

5—2 
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hooked on to naàls. I can't think how he 
did it !" 

" John 1" echoed Acts— " not Maxtha ?" 

" No," smiled Tryphena ; '' Martha could 
not veiy well get up there. We liad to tie 
two ladders togetlier. Besides, she is cross. 
She would not even go with me to the 
down/' 

" Would not go with you to the down 1" 
repeated Jacob. " What was that for V 

" Oh, I don't know," smiled our tale-bearer, 
looking down at her tocs. " Something has 
put her out, I suppose ; but she'll come round 
again." 

'• She'd better," was the dry response, 
" unless she wants to hâve an empty cup- 
board next Easter !" 

" I think," said Acts, deprecatorily — " in- 
deed I hâve always thought — that you hâve 
made a little too much of that young woman. 
It is well to '' 

" Martha is my friend," broke forth Try- 
phena ; " she has been good to me ever since 
I was born. Ho w can I make too much of her ? 
It is impossible ! And she loves me just as 
well as ever, though she may bè rather *' 
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" My dear child," interposée! Acts, gently, 
" you were saying yourself that " 

" I dare say I was," snapped the dear chîld. 

Jacob laughed, and threw back his head, as 
if enjoying bimself. 

" My Word !" said he ; " you'd better mind 
your p's and q s, sir !" 

And Acts laughed too, just a little awk- 
wardly ; but Tryphena walked quickly to the 
door. Oh, if one had but been born deaf and 
dumb ! What good did one get by hearing ? 
What harm wrought not one by speech ? 

" 'Tis that new hat, I believe," observed 
Mr. Fowke, as they strolled towards the 
Grange, " that's set you up so. What do you 
think of it, Latchet ? Think it suits her ? 
'Twon t be worn out, I dare say, before " 

" I think it worthy of the face it shrines !'' 
interrupted Acts, quickly. 

" See my old coat T pursued Jacob, holding 
out a shabby arm and laughing dryly. 
*'E,achel was ready to tear my eyes out 
because I wouldn't change it for a better ; 
but where's the use ? Twill be ail one soon. 
The worms won't suffer." 

" Besides," smiled Acts, " there is nothing 
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the matter "with ît that I can see. What do 
you say, Miss Tryphena T 

But Miss Tryphena said nothing. 

She was lost in sad wonder. How was it 
that she always gave people crédit for think- 
ing so much more beautifdly than they reaUy 
did? 



CHAPTER V. 




WITH REFERENCE TO A DAY. 

RRIVED at the Grange— through 
the parlour wîndow mîglit be 
espied the jovial face of a bright 
fire, Trypbena baving, by dint of great energy 
and quîte heroic persévérance, succeeded in 
the conquest of préjudice and extortion of a 
promise from Aunt Rachel that for once 
custom should be sefc aside and use tnade of 
that somewhat prim temple of luxury before 
January the first — the minister was straight- 
way conducted thither, and furthermore re- 
quested to make himself quite at home till 
such time as dinner shonld be ready — an 
opération in the performance of which Mr. 
Fowke declared himself ready to assist, it 
being easier managed by two than one — 
Miss Fowke was dressing. 



. '• 
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" How long do you think aunt will be, 
Martha ?*' inquired Tryphena, pausing at the 
kitcben door on her way upstairs, instigated 
by a weak and even morbid curiosity concern- 
ing tbe state of, first, tbe turkey, and, secondly^ 
Miss Tapp's temper. 

" How çan I tell V responded that young 
woman, sourly, opening tbe well of a stupen- 
dous dripping-pan witb an iron spoon and 
mucb racket ; " and wbat does ît signify T 

" Ob, notbing ! Only Mr. Latcbet is in 
tbe parlour, and " 

" You'd better go ^back to 'im," interposed 
Martba ; " I don't want you botberin' in 'ère. 
IVe got my work to do." 

" I dare say you bave/' was tbe aggrieved 
answer ; *' but you need not be so rude ail 
tbe same ;" and red-cbeeked, ber eyes fuU of 
tears, tbe girl turned berself about, and 
sougbt ber room. 

It was indeed very unkind of Martba to be 
so sbarp witb ber, for wbat bad sbe done to 
deserve sucb barsbness ? I can tell you tbis 
silly little sbuttlecock of a person bad wbat is 
tecbnically termed a good cry over ber self- 
sougbt bumiliation. *' Just see if I go near 
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her again/' thought she, indignantly; *'ta 
speak to me like that, and when I had been 
taking her part, too !" and agaîn gushed forth 
the waters of affliction, in obédience to tbe 
rod of hurt self-esteem. 

" She is just as weak as water," mused 
meanwhile that vigorous Martha, as she basted 
the festive bird, and danced attendance on the 
pudding — John's Christmas board would be 
spread by a neighbour — " and shell run into 
any shape you like to put her in ; and IVe no 
patience with her.'' 

Had Miss Tapp been denied the man 
of her affections, she would hâve snapped 
her fingers in the face of those who said 
her nay, and been off to Gretna before 
you could turn round. And like most 
impulsive persons— persons endowed with 
what is technically termed strength of 
character, — ^having but a restricted idea of 
right, and not too much tenderness for the 
peculiarities of others — thîs is whàt she would 
hâve liked Miss Phenie to do. Robert had 
excited her admiration more poweifully than 
any man since Will went to the wars. He 
had a grand way with him, she declared. 
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which somehow gave everything he did and 
saîd a spécial value. 'Twasn t that he saîd 
very much, or tried to attract your attention, 
or seem above you on any wise ; but there it 
was — he was above you ; and not above you 
only, but above ail the people you had ever 
met, or would ever meet, so long as you 
might live. And then his smile, and his beau* 
tiful friUed shirts, and white hands. " She 
should show more spirit," thought Martha ; 
"she should up and say, *Look you 'ère, 
fayther, IVe got my life to live as well as 
youVe yours, and Fm not goin' to let it be 
ruîned. You give us your consent, or l'U be 
married without it T If she stood to 'er guns, 
as old Betty Spurrell used to say, like that, 
the maister 'd give in/' 

Her pretty eyes bathed back to something 
like their normal condition, and her hair made 
smooth — she fancied green did become her a 
little, if only Robert could give his opinion, 
he had such taste, — her hair made smooth, I 
say, the innocent occasion of ail this heart- 
buming betook herself to Aunt Eachel's bed- 
room to ascertain how near that lady's toilette 
approached completion, also whether she could 
be of service. But scarcely had she tumed 
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into the passage which led to that chaste 
apartment, when the door opened and Miss 
Fowke appeared in full festal livery — brown 
satin, gold watch and watch chain, tambour 
coUar, ringlets, velvet band, best cap, digni- 
fied, even august bearing, and ail. 

** Well," said she, smilingly, " and what do 
you want?" emphasizing "you" with agree- 
able playfulness. 

" I thought you mîght be hurried, and that 
I could help you," was the meek reply. "How 
nice you look I" 

Aunt Rachel coughed. 

" I had some ado," said she "to get dressed 
at ail, for as I was cutting bread for the bread 
sauce, the knife slipped and caught the tip of 
this finger," holding up the injured member; 
"and the trouble it's given me ! But hâve you 
been crying ?" 

Tryphena blinked guiltily. 

"I do feel rather duU," admitted she; "I 
always do on Chrîstmas Day. I get thînking 
about mother, and one thing and another." 

"Your mother," returned Aunt Rachel, 
"was a poor weak créature, with no more idea 
of brînging up a family than I hâve of driving 
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a coach and four ; not so much, perhaps. I 
do not see what good you would hâve got by 
her being spared." 

" She was my motber." 

" Ah/' said Miss Fowke, " young folks are 
80 shortsighted. They never see that if you 
move one thing you must move ail the rest. 
You can't lay your finger on a circumstance 
and say, ' Let that be otherwise, and every- 
thing else remain as it is/ Change is like a 
dropped stitch in a stocking — once set going 
'tisn't so easily picked up again. Did the 
minister corne in with you ?" 

" Yes," said Phenie ; "he is in the parlour, 
talking to father ;" and they rustled on down- 
stairs. 

As they neared the hall, the sound of voices, 
hitherto little more than a hoarse murmur, 
grew louder — so loud, indeed, as to suggest 
argument if not dîspute. 

" Dear me 1" said Aunt Rachel ; " they 
seem very warm. I wonder if it's the chapel 
they re talking about. I thought Mr. Latchet 
wouldn't like the notion of deal seats. Why" 
— opening the door — "are you two quarrel- 
ling ? You'U quite spoil your appetites/' 
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Mr. Fowke, who was standing wîtîi bis 
laack to the fire, growled — 

" Appetite be hanged !" 

But Acta came forward, and shook hands, 
and Bniiled, and said little seasonable sayings, 
and did bis best to maintain that réputation 
for urbanîty wbicb, as an article of commerce, 
is, I find, about as lucrative aa anytbing not 
absolutely fabulous. It was not his habit to 
allow bimself to be inconvenienced by tbe 
blunders of his inferiors. 

" We were," observed be, blandly, "dally- 
ing witb tbat tirae-bononred trap for reason, 
tbe relationsbîp of free will to " 

" Tbat's a lie !" enounced Jacob. 

A sudden flusb betrayed tbat Mr. Latchet 
could still feel on occasion. 

" Jacob !" remonstrated Aunt Eacbel. 

"Well," said be, coolly, "'tis. We were 
no more talking of free will tban yon're 
tbirty," 

Misa Fowke's face gloomed over. Heally 
to be in tbe same room witb tbia raan and 
brotber was aa great a trial of fortitude as to 
bave strayed into tbe midat of a bramble 
tbicket— you got hurt at every tum. For a 
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brief space there was silence. Then she in- 
quired, in the tone of one who wished ta 
make rougli places smooth, what sort of a 
congrégation they had had. 

But the minister was in no liaste to answer^ 
and when he did only said " Tolerable." It 
was plain that he felt himself insulted, — and 
who could wonder ? An angel might be ex- 
cused for resenting such unprovoked rudeness. 
Of a truth, one had better be like them that 
are wounded, and lie in the grave, than live 
on in thîs heathenish way, with never an 
hour's peace or comfort from year s end to 
year's end, no matter what the season, or how 
great the cause for thankfulness and the out- 
pouring of sympathy. As a behever and pil- 
grim, likewise the bondmaid of principle, Aunt 
Eachel could not but feel that she had good 
cause for annoyance. 

Tryphena meanwhile took refuge in the 
family Bible, a large and dingy volume, which 
habitually reposed upon the parleur table ; and 
to note the avidity with which she searched 
for one discoloured engraving after another, 
you would hâve thought that Christmas Day 
was the sole occasion on which she was per- 
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mitted access to thèse treasures, whereas she 

had been therewith famîliar from a child ; but 

to tell the truth, she greatlj feared being 

spoken to, knowing well that the stoppera once 

removed, vials of wrath had an odd knack of 

emptying themselves over her as inexplicable j s . 

as disagreeable. \\^' 

The last picture, representing the Suicide of 
Judas, with full and fine attention to détail, 
dwelt upon, to turn to the fly-leaf, with its 
faded inscriptions — inscriptions telling how in 
the year of grâce 1760, Jacob Fowke married 
Rachel, the daughter of Abel and Sophia 
Gussage, of Bridport, of which marriage there 
were issue Jacob, bom 1762; Peter, born 
1764, died 1770; Henry, bom 1770, died 
1777; Rachel, born 1778-^seemed a matter 
of course, and to the fly-leaf she turned, gladly 
enough. Yes, there it ail was. AU the joy, 
ail the sorrow — ^this word written boldly, by 
fingers still tingling with the strong clasp of 
love, that scarce legible, irregular as though 
scrawled after dark. "It seems to me," ''^ 

thought Tryphena, soberly, "that a great deal 
is hère said in a very little f and then her 
eyes wandered on to the record of her own 
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birth. Still quite black and new-looking, 
and 

"What are you about?" exclaimed Aunt 
Rachel, sharply — "peeping and prying after 
wliat does not concern you !" 

" I was only seeing when " commenced 

tbe culprit. 

" Only seeîng !" retorted Miss Fowke ; and 
would no doubt hâve uttered with ber wonted 
freedom had not Martha just tben announced 
tbat tbe dinner waa served. wbereupon tbey 
ail departed to tbe kitcben, tbe minister and 
Aunt Racbel arm-in-arm — a circumstance 
wbicb seemed to aJfford Mr. Fowke considér- 
able amusement, be winking at Trypbena, and 
pointing, and otberwise adding in no small 
degree to tbe discomfort and trépidation of 
tbat misunderstood young person. 

Tbe covers removed, tbe carving-knife sbar- 
pened, elbow-room secured, and a blessing re- 
quested, to wbicb pétition Aunt Racbel said 
" Amen " in ber best manner, Jacob's spirits 
rose, as was very generally tbe case witb 
tbose occult and evanescent agencies wben 
savoury méats met bis view, specially wben 
sensé of success fed pride wbile appetite de- 
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dined. For, to produce a delicious morael, or 
force a delîcious morsel to produce itself, by 
dint of sheer native ability, and tlien to eat it 
— what were tte triumplis of your Pitts and 
Chathams, your Wellingtona and Nelsona, 
compared to that ? Mr. Fowke's spirits 
rose. 

" I tell ye what," aaid he, jubilantly, aa he 
eut off a pinion, " 'tian't everybody that can 
sit down to such a dinner as this, Chriatmaa 
or no Christmas, You may think youraelf 
lucky, my good air !" 

" I do," srailed Acts, who was diatributing 
the tongue, superb wïth frill and glaze ; "but 
net whoUy on that account." 

He had, indeed, quite recovered his equa- 
nimity. Thia day twelvemonth he would bave 
liis little dinner-party, hia sprigs of boUy, bis 
damtily-twined laurel-wreath and bough of 
•mistletoe — a balmy and comfortmg reflec- 
tion. 

Aimt Rachel straightened her tumbler. 

"I only hope," remarked sbe, "that I did 
not put too mucb cayenne in the atuf&ng, for 
juat as I TPas raeasuriug it out, a rat got 
caught in the gin, and its equeaks quite flur- 
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ried me. By-the-way, Martha, what became 
of the beast ? I hope you killed ît !" 

" No, *m, I didn't," said Martha, who was 
playing parlour-maid, " for it 'ad got off be- 
fore l'd time to see to ît, but I think *twas 
'urt a good bit, because there were red marks 
on the sawdust." 

'* Dear 1" exclaîmed Tryphena, ** bow horrid \ 
Poor créature. Perhaps at this very moment, 
while we are enjoying ourselves, ît îs suffering 
the most terrible agonîes." 

"A good thîng, too !" responded Mîss Fowke ; 
"teach ît not to come pokîng about in my 
larder spoiling things." 

"You should hâve set your foot on its 
head," smîled our host ; " that's the way I 
serve 'em ! Well, Mrs. Beauty, what do you 
want ? Got any cider, Martha ?" 

^' I hâve not yet wished you a merry Christ- 
mas, Martha," observed the minister, as she 
iilled his glass. 

" You needn't trouble, sir !" was the dry re- 
joinder. 

Acts raised his eyebrows, and seëmed again 
about to lapse into abstraction, but this soon 
passed off. Before the plum-pudding had 
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made ita appearance, dight of blue fiâmes, 
hoUj-crowned, he was as brisk, as génial as 
ever. Truly, it was not possible for a maa'a 
digestive oi-gans — those aprings of fancy, i-e- 
gulatora of mood — to long withstand the 
aootblng influences just then abroad. 

" And now," said Jacob, leaning back luxu- 
riously before attacking the weighty question 
of fresb supplies, " let's bave a glass of wine. 
Racbel, pass tbe décanter," 

" Permit me," smiled Mr. Latcbet, removing 
the stopper, and eying ber wine-glass. 

" No, thank you," ahe replied, " I will wait 
until dessert. Port does not agrée with me 
too well." 

" Glad to hear tbat," said Mr. Fowke ; 
"there'U be ail the more left for us. Lat- 
cbet, belp yourself. How's the pudding, 
Phenie V 

" I think it is very good," ahe said, " so far 
as I can judge." 

" Ah !" smiled Jacob, " I wonder what sort 
of a one yours '11 be !" 

" Mine V echoed she ; whereat the master 
laughed and looked hard at tbe minister, and 
baving succeeded in attracting that gentle- 



84 ROSE AND RUE. 

— ~ 

man's attention^ laughed agaîn^ and went to 
work with his spoon maiifuUy, with a sudden 
zest quite unaccountable. Tryphena mar- 
velled. 

"I don't think," observed Aunt Eachel 
suavely, and, as if she understood ifc ail, which 
added not a little to onr young friend's asto- 
nisliment, "thatyou wonld find any diflBculty 
yi foUowing the receipt that I should give 

you." 

*' Which is that ?" inquired Acts, his eyes 
bent on his plate, the corners of his mouth a 
thought tremulous; "the same from which 
thîs is made V 

" Yes," replied Miss Fowke, "it is one that 
mother had from a friend of hers, who, before 
she mamed> was housekeeper to the Duke of 
Hardwicke, and I like it better than the others 
I hâve because it binds so welL" 

" Ah I" said Acts, and helped himself to 
fiweet sauce. 

" Where are we to hâve the dessert ?" in- 
quired Jacob, as Martha set on the cheese, 
her cheeks very red, the expression of her face 
grave to severity — ^the very grimmest of hand- 
maidens was she to-day, had she been serving 
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fiineral meata sbe could not bave beea 
grimmer — "hère or in the parlour ?" 

" Tn the parlour," replied Aunt Rachel ; 
" weVe grown so polite of late," with a sly 
glance at Tryphena. 

"Ay," said Jacob; "but 'twill wear off." 

Acts amîled. 

"Still," puiBued Miss Fowke, "tbougb I 
can't abide nonsense, I won't say tbat ît isn't 
pleaaanb to make a little change Bometlmes." 

" For instance," smiled Jacob, " to spend 
the evening with Latchet." 

"Yes," said she, "most certainly." 

" In tbat case," obaerved the minister, " I 
hope you will very often pay me a viait. I 
can asaure you the pleasure îs quite recîprocal." 

"Besidea," continued Mr. Fowke, " by-and- 
by you may get sometbing fresh to show 
folks — something a little out of the common, 
attractive," 

Aunt Eachel caet down ber eyes. 

" If you've finished," said sbe, " I think we 
may as well make a move. Hâve you eeen to 
tbe fire, Martba ?" 

" Yes, 'm," reaponded Martha, and up tbey 
got. 
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" For thèse and ail " commenced Act8, 

but a crumb stuck in Lis throat. Wiping the 
tears from his eyes, he huskily coughed out 
the remainder of the thanksgiving. 

"Good thing/* muttered Martha to her- 
self, as she cleared the table, the company 
having withdrawn, "if 'e'd choked 'isself 
entirely — saved the 'angman trouble, 111 
warrant!" and spurned his chair, as though 
it were unfit for an honest woman to 
handle. 

Re-ensconced in the parlour, a pleaaing con- 
viction of having for once effectually gagged 
comment, and acted with generosity commen- 
surate with circumstance, seemed to pervade 
Mr. Fowke's sensorium. 

" Come, now," exclaimed he, balancing his 
wineglass between his fingers ; Aunt Kachel 
watched him with eyes made keen of terror — 
it was one of the rose-cut half-dozen that was 
presented to him by Mrs. Gussage on his mar- 
riage, and you couldn't match them, no, not 
at Newcastle ; — " come, now ! You can't say 
but what IVe given you a good dinner — as 
good a dinner as any man need care to sit 
down to ?" 
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Acts shook his head. 

"Too good, Tm afraid," smiled he — "for 
my Personal well-being, at least/' 

" You ve eaten too much/' laughed Jacob. 
" I like that. Nothing pleases me better than 
to set a trap for folks and see 'em tumble into 
it ; particularly when they set up to be extra 
knowing. But, IVe given you a good dinner 
that you'll allow, and now l'il give you a good 
toast. Hère/' rising to his feet, and holding 
up the said rose-cut wine-glass, the which he 
had filled whilst speaking, " is to our future 
relationship.'* 

*^ To our future relationship !'* echoed Acts, 
and tossed off a bumper gallantly. 

Aunt Rachel blushed to the roots of her 
hair. Nay, her very hands took a ruddier 
tinge as she sipped acceptance. 

Tryphena sat white and mptionleas. 

" Well,," said her father, eying her icily — 
^' why don't you drink ?" 

But she held her peace. 

He smiled. 

There was an awkward silence, broken only 
by the drumming of five horny fingers on the 
rosewood table. Then Mr. Fowke coughed, 
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straightened himself up, and pulling down hie^ 
waistcoat, observed : 

" Perhaps it may not be known to you that 
the minister bas expressed himself desirous of 
becoming my " — (Aunt Rachel looked at hér 
watch) — " son-in-law." 

The header was taken. Ail you had to do* 
now was to corne to the surface, gasp, pant, 
and find out how you liked it. 

Miss Fowke gasped a good deal. 

But she made no outcry — she only finished 
her wine. 

" I will not let him see," thought she — *' I 
will die sooner/' 

A strong woman up to that moment, a 
strong woman still, was our Mend RacheL 
And Tiyphena? Tryphena prayed— prayed' 
hard for deliverance, strength, that her Hea- 
venly Father would, in His great goodness, 
vouchsafe to interfère on her behalf, to mitigate 
the tyranny of her oppressors, and change their 
hearts. Yes, very hard, indeed, with ail her 
might, did this poor thing pray. 

" Well," said Mr. Fowke, at length, finding 
that no one spoke — neither the women out oî" 
curiosity, nor Acts to plead his cause — 
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**haven't you got any observation to offer? 
Ain't you surprised-pleased " 

" I am surprised, certainly/' said Aiint 
Bachel^ coldly. 

Jacob smiled. 

" And you ?" said he, turning to Tryphena 
— " you who are chiefly concerned. Are you 
struck dumb too T 

She sighed. 

" I don't see the good of speaking," replied 
she, sadly ; " Mr. Latchet is already aware of 
my sentiments." 

" Indeed/' sneered Jacob ; " but what if I 
say damn your sentiments 1 what if I bid you 
just chuck your sentiments to the wind, and 
be an honest man's wife when he asks you ? 
What then V 

" Then/' replied the girl, firmly, " I should 
be so unfortunate as to hâve to disobey you, 
for be the wife of any man but him to whom 
my Word is given I never will, do to me what 
you may !" 

Mr. Fowke's lips lessened. He looked at 
Acts, who looked at him — despondently. 

" Pshaw !" ejaculated our negotiator; *'be 
downhearted at a maid's stubbomness 1 You 
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must be less of a man than IVe took you for. 
She may talk— let her. What's talk ?" 

" But it's not taJk 1" exclaimed Tryphena, 
" it's truth. Aunt Rachel, speak for me ; tell 
father how " 

But Aunt Biachel tumed away her head. 

" It's nothing to me/' said she, coldly ; 
" you must settle it among you. If you had 
not given Mr. Latchet encouragement I do 
not.see how he could hâve ever thought of such 
a thing !" — ^not without intention. 

Over Tryphena's face crept that look of 
utter hopelessness which it wore one ïhursday 
evening now ten days ago. 

Truly she stood quite alone in her great 
désolation — a gazing-stock and raree *show, 
an object of hatred and contempt to ail who, 
wagging their heads, tumed aside to look on 
her. It was a bitter expérience. 

Acts rose to his feet. 

"What's that for?" exclaimed Jacob. 
" You re never going to let yourself be upset 
by that young minx ? Just you wait a bit. 
People don't get the better of me in a hurry — 
unless I see cause." Thèse last four words 
alowly, with ugly emphasis. 
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" I do not think," said Acts calmly, " that 
I can do any good by staying. Moreover, 
there is a certain îndelicacy in the situation, to 
my mind-if I may be permitted so to ex- 
press myself." 

" What do you mean ?" exclaimed Tryphena, 
anade quite desperate by misery. 

" You hold your tongue 1" oommanded 
Jacob ; '' TU warrant the ministères better 
aware of his meaning than you are of yours. 
Well, sir," quitting his seat, and turning to 
that gentleman with happy déférence, " if you 
must go you must ; but mind,^' with weight, 
resting his hands on the table, " I know of no ^ 
occasion/' 

"Thank you," said Acts, and seemed to 
hesitate. " I hope,'' pursued he, at length, 
**that this unlooked-for révélation of my 
wishes — unlooked for, inasmuch as " 

*^You're old enough to be the girPs father !" 
burst forth Aunt Rachel, with the véhémence 
of a suddenly irrupt volcano. 

'' Ha ! ha ! ha ^ laughed Jacob—" ha ! ha ! 
ha!" 

'* What's there to laugh at ?" demanded she, 
fiercely ; " I do but speak the truth." 
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But Jacob laughed on. 

" Good-aftemoon/' said the mînister, and 
hurriedly sought the door. The indelicacy of" 
the situation became startling — poignant. 
How could a man ever attain the least beauty 
of outline in the mind of a girl who 

" Stay !" exclaimed Mr. Fowke, " there's no 
need for you to rush away like that. I want 
to show you the black sow," and he folio wed* 
Acts into the hall. 

" Oh, aunt !*' sighed Tryphena, when the 
coast was clear, **you don't think I am ta 
blâme ?" 

" I don't know/' was the dubious answer, 
" I can't tell what to think ; but I felt sure^ 
that that coat meant something !" 



CHAPTEK VL 



WHEBE THE SLAVE OEASES. 




HE evening passed and Boxing-day 
came in sad tranquillity. It was 
not Mr. Fowke's habit to rail when 
once his mind was spoken, and Aunt Rachel 
was far too busy in rearranging her disordered 
convictions to hâve time for speech other than 
essential. She felt, poor woman, much as 
might a hybemating insect, who, having 
established herself in snug winter quai'ters, 
and fallen pleasantly asleep, had suddenly, 
owing to the mischievous activity of some 
dreadful gardener, amateur or otherwise, been 
roused to full sensé of cold and emptiness, 
and thrust forth to perish miserably on the 
irresponsive bosom of a wintry earth. 

To scuttle off in search of fresh shelter as 
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quickly as possible would, I hâve no doubt^ 
seem the only reasonable course of action ta 
one so situated : and insensibly (her mental 
vision, usuaUy so kee., being dimmed by 
anger) Miss Fowke's thonghts assumed this 
complexion ; but once houseless it is not so 
easy to find a home — a home to your liking, 
that is, and weather-proof. 

Aunt Eachel and this familiar truth were 
soon on terms of the closest intimacy. 

On Christmas-night it was customary for 
theTapps — mother, father, sons, and daughters 
— to corne to tea at the Grange. A cake, and 
a good one, would be provided for their enter- 
tainment, and licence was understood to be not 
only the accident but the order of the hour. 
Nor did this periodical high tide of liberality 
date from the assumption by John of matri- 
monial honours. He had himself, when a 
ruddy-cheeked, smock-frocked scarer of birds 
and embryo ploughman, looked forward to, and 
talked about, and regretted those slices of de- 
liciousness, those cupfulls of ecstasy, where- 
with it was old Mrs. Fowke's pleasure that he 
should be regaled on such occasions. " For,'^ 
said the old lady, who was but a Gussage, 
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^' thou art a good lad, John, and if thou grow'st 
np as thou'st begvm thou'lt be a good man ; so 
eat away, lad, and take more sngar in thy 
tea. I do love to see young folks happy/^ 
And as you, being by this time habituated to 
the Grange atmosphère, hâve doubtless already 
apprehended, Tryphena — Tryphena in cap and 
robe ; Tryphena short-coated ; Tryphena in 
the little black silk frock with three crape 
tucks and a white frill round the neck and 
sleeves, which she wore as mourning for her 
mother; Tryphena in her first long gown; 
Tryphena with her sweet eyes, her pretty 
smîles, her quiet, tender ways — was as impor- 
tant aa item in the night's programme as the 
teapot îtself, or " Hark I the herald angels 
sing," which gem of hymnody John would 
pour forth towards the close of theproceedings, 
rising to his feet for that purpose, and with 
great solemnity— having taken a pinch of 
snuff — declariDg that " 'e didn't know if 'e 
could get through with it, for 'is voice 
weer very bad, but 'e'd troy, just to please 
*em !" and then quavering off in a style 

which- 

But, I wander. What does it matter to you. 
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or anybody, how an ignorant and toil-worn 
old labourer, well-nigh as brown as the earth 
he tended, made melody in his heart to the 
Lord in a farmhouse kitchen ? On this par- 
ticular evening, however — ^the most dismal, I 
tbink, save that immediately succeeding young 
Mrs. Fowke's death, which the Grange had 
yet known — ^though John duly made his ap- 
pearance at the back-door, attired in his blue 
coat with brass buttons, and beaver hat, 
corduroy knee breeches, blue wooUen stock- 
ings, and best shoes, as the church clock 
struck four, just half an hour after the minister 
had left, there was no " Hark I the herald." 
For Miss Phenie had betaken herself to her 
own room, where, wrapped in her tartan cloak, 
her right elbow resting on her knee, her cheek 
pillowed on the palm of her right hand — cheek 
and palm between which lay hidden a big 
locketsprent with pearls, holding a bitof bright 
ourling hair — she wofuUy did sit, engaged in 
the solution of problems of varied diflSculty, 
among which " Why was I bom ?" maintained 
its wonted prominence — and Miss Rachel had 
a headache ; and to be merry or vocal, or in 
^ny way différent to one's work-a-day self. 
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save în the matters of garb and eating, was 
indeed quite beyond a man — even a man who 
had been sober and industrious ail his lîfe, 
and knew where to lay his hand on a pound 
or two if he should happen to want them. 
John smoked in silence. 

" It do seem very quiet," renxarked he, at 
length, knocking the ashes ont of his pipe ; 
" a'most " — meditatively — " as though some 
one weer dead." 

" So some one is," smiled Martha, her eyes 
bent npon the fire. 

John stared. 

" Oo's that ?" questioned he. 

" Love," replied she ; Vhereat this rustic 
gentleman shot ont his Ups and raised his 
brows, and faciaUy expressed doubt to the 
best of his ability. Patty talked queer at 
times. 

" Love,'* Baid he, after a bit, *^ takes a vast 
sight o' killin\ That's why, l 'spect, 'tis nowt 
better nor a weed, if you could but know the 
right's o't.'' 

And this was ail that passed till Aunt 
Eachel, red-eyed and subdued, came to bid 
them good-night, and hope that John liad had 
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ail he wanted ; to which agpiration John 
replied that " 'e'd done capital, 'cept 'e should 
a been glad to 'ave 'ad a chat wi' Miss Phenie, 
but 'e supposed she'd gone to bed/' 

And Aunt Rachel supposed so too, supposed 
80 severely with chill indiflference, which, by 
some inexplicable centralization of conflicting 
causes, fanned the wrath still smouldering in 
a certain bosom to such a pitch of fiery violence 
that it was a wonder it did not break bounds 
altogether ; but it did not, and this day of 
tempest ended pianissimo. 

Between Tryphena and Miss Fowke, how- 
ever, the gulf which had thus suddenly yawned 
was far too wide, too black and terrible, to 
admit of being bridged over either by the 
frail web of relationship, or the stronger chain 
of self-discipline ; moreover, from the interior 
of the chasm issued such stenches, rumblings, 
and reports as might well scare the boldest, 
sicken the least squeamish ; also, as the past, 
illuminated by the light of the présent, defiled 
in set scènes, a procession of tableaux vivants 
before the mind's eye, hidden meanings started 
into view, events hitherto vague and tremu- 
lous, shrank into soUd proofe of perfidy with 
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a rapidity in îtself not a little détrimental to 
ail chances of réconciliation. 

" I understand now," thought Aunt Rachel, 
as she lay upon her bed waking, and watered 
her couch with tears, " why she cared so little 
about Isaac's having given up that letter, 
why she didn't tell me that he walked home 
with her from Mrs. Bond's," and sobbed with 
fresh véhémence. One could sob at one's ease 
under the bedclothes, shut in by four walls ; 
no one could make merry at one's expense — 
take advantage of one's weakness so fortified ; 
one's sufferings, however, were just as acute 
as though exposed to a million sarcasms, the 
cause of those suflferings just as abominable. 
Without a doubt, Miss Fowke was, in her 
own opinion, a most villanously-treated and 
pitiable person. To directly express this belief, 
however, to say either in so many words or by 
such and such movements, whether of the 
head, features, arms, legs, or adjacent objects, 
*^I hâve been shamefully dealt by, I hâve been 
wronged on such wise that your life — I mean 
your deaih — ^would be a poor atonement," was 
contrary alike to her intention and inclination. 
If at the suprême moment when, shaken by 

7—2 
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a blow 80 brutal that but to think thereof 
was appallÎDg, sensé staggered, she had con- 
trived, at the expense of mental anguish 
and half a glass of port wîne, to maîntaîn 
a décent composure, surely she could continue 
80 to vindicate her claîms to respect, if not 
affection, when the lapse of time had cooled 
her wounds, and mitigated to a certain degree 
the poignancy of her malady. No change, 
therefore, was perceptible either in the ÊM5e or 
manner of this determined person when she 
made her appearance on Monday moming, 
save that she seemed averse to speech, and 
never once looked at Tryphena, addressing 
her when she had occasion in a dry, hard 
measured tone, not unhke that which a judge 
might fitly adopt when informing a notorious 
malefactor that at length his crimes were 
about to meet their déserts, and that he would 
do weU to prépare to appeax before that dread 
— etcetera, etcetera. Tryphena bore with this 
as with her other trials quite patiently. 
" For," mused she, " it is very natural that 
she should feel vexed with me, though, in- 
deed, I am not to blâme, not nearly so much 
as Mr. Latchet, because when a gîrl tells. 
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à man tliat she cannot care for him, he ought 
to be content ; but I always do wrong, it 
would be a wonder indeed if I were not 
in fault 1" this smiling a little bitterly. 

By degrees, though, as tbe day advanced, 
and action quickened the circulation of ideas, 
it dawned upon our analyst that theré was 
after ail scanty cause for the exhibition of 
such vexation. Aunt Rachel had really no 
right to be so disagreeable about a matter 
which aflfected her personally little more than 
would a change of dynasty in Japan, or a dif- 
férence between the planet Jupiter and its 
satellites. 

" It is I who hâve to suffer," thought Try- 
phena — " and I alone. Why need she try to 
add to my unhappiness ? She ought rather 
to advise and comfort me. Surely she cannot 

imagine that Aunt !'' she exclaimed, ail 

of a sudden, " I do wish you d not be so stiff. 
I can't think whatever is the matter with 
you." 

Miss Fowke's lip curled — she could sneer as 
well as Jacob when she had a mind to make 
use of that mode of expression. 

" l'm sure, pursued the girl, getting red. 
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and plaiting up the hem of her apron, " l've 
done nothing to make y ou cross — that I know 
of, at least ; and if I hâve, if y ou will tell me 
what it is, I will beg your pardon, and try to- 
set it straight immediately. I can't bear 
to '' 

" Gret on with your work,'' exclaimed Aunt 
Eacheli " I want no cant. I like upright- 
ness." 

" And so do I f' responded Tryphena; **and 
as far as I hâve been able I hâve been 
upright; but I can't help other people. 
I can't " 

" No, of course not !" was the sarcastic 
interruption ; " You're such a beauty. Folks 
lose their sensés if they do but look at you^ 
Why, 'tis a wonder the sun don't corne down. 
out of heaven to pay you court !" — laughing 
scomfuUy. 

Tryphena's eyes opened wide as the two. 
finest blossoms of my blue cineraria. 

" Dear me !" observed she, at length, " this 
is something quite new." 

" Aye," said Aunt Rachel, " you're right. 
'Tis indeed new for chits of girls scarce out of 
pinafores to make fools of men old enough to 
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be fcheir fathers. But l'm not going to talk 
to you. YouVe played your game, and 
you've acted oufc ail your hypocrisies, and 
now " 

" Sfcay !" exclaîmed Trj^hena — " what hy- 
pocrisies hâve I acted ? and what game hâve 
I played ? I am not to blarae because Mr. 
Latchet bas seen fit to — to fall in love wilJï 
me. I hâve refused bim without worda over 
and overagain, and once I actually faid to his 
face tbat I would never be his wife, and thafc 
long before Robert asked me. Yes, you may 
accuse me in your own mind of telling an 
untnith, but it is quite true. It waa that day 
I walked to Coatham. I met him at the top 
of Kittock Hill, and we sat down, and 
then he said that — that he cared for 
me." 

" What business had you to sit down ?" de- 
manded Aunt Rachel, fiercely — " tempting 
the man to " 

*' That does not matter," returned Try- 
phena, " sit down we did, and say that he 
loved me be did, and tell him that I never 
could love him I did. You ahall not accuse 
me of — of such " 
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'* I shall accuse you/' retorted Miss Fowke, 
" of whatever I choose. Do you think l'm 
going to be set down and pooh-poohed by a 
pert young cat like you. Say another word 
and l'il slap your face, as sure as my name's 
Kachel r 

" Will you ?" cried Phenie, ** will you ? You 
touch me if you dare ! — if you dare !" stamp- 
ing her foot quite maniacally. 

Aunt Rachel gazed at her almost as though 
she derived amusement from her violence. 

^^ Well," remarked she, at length, " you're 
a nice créature to hâve brought up, and 
worked for, and harassed one self about 
from morning to night, till the very flesh 
is 

" I don't care,'' said the girl, desperately, 
*^ I don't care one bit. What does it matter 
that you tyrannized over me when I was a 
child, and frightened me to death with your 
stories of hell and the de vil, and dried up my 
life so that it was no better than a stick to 
chastise me with. You bave abused me and 
thought as ill of me as though I were the 
vilest wretch cumbering the earth, and now in 
my sorest necessity you are about to tum 
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your back on me, and help father to break 
my heart. Ah, I understand you well enough ! 
And I am not to utter a syllable in self- 
defence. I am to bear ail the indignities you 
C5an put upon me as dumbly as if I were a chair 
or a table " — ^her voice quivering into a sob. 
" Oh ! it is most unreasonable. I cannot con- 
ceive how you can be so pitiless. One would 

think '' with just a spark of spirit — " that 

you were in love with the man yourself !" 

*' One would think " echoed Miss 

Fowke, savagely, but there paused. 

Jacob stood upon the threshold. 

" Heyday," exclaimed he, looking from one 
to the other — Tryphena's face was buried in 
her apron — ** I thought I heard squeals. But 
don*t mind me. Fight away ! When rogues 
disagree honest men get their own." 

Aunt Kachel sniffed disdainfully. 

" Honest men indeed 1" said she ; " I do 
but know of one such in the world !" and 
kicked Beauty up on to her poor lean legs 
with finest alacrity. 

That night our old friend Asmodeus, had 
he been in the neighbourhood of Shobdon, 
might hâve chanced to become the possessor 
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of two secrets, the respective values of whicb 
would be difl&cult to détermine, it being, a& 
you know, the spécial vocation of tbis bard- 
worked person, in common witb story-teDers, 
biograpbers, and political economists, to see 
tbrougb stone walls, upbeave roofs, generally 
make ligbt of obstacles to extended vision 
otherwise esteemed insuperable. 

In tbe first place, tben, be would bave 
bebeld (tbe good Asmodeus is as devoid of 
modesty as a popular preacber or an unsuc- 
cessful playwrigbt) attired in nigbtcap, flannel 
bedgown, and red moreen petticoat, and seated 
in an upper cbamber, lit by a flickering rusb- 
ligbt, before a smaU deal dressing-table, on 
wbicb lay writing materials, a lady, wbose 
grave and tbougbtfiil expression of counten- 
ance, also tbe manner în wbicb sbe regarded 
tbe pen sbe bad just taken up, plainly de- 
clared to be engaged in tbe transaction of 
business of no small importance. And making 
still furtber calls on bis singular power, tbia 
prince of détectives would doubtless bave dis- 
covered tbis lady's name to be Miss Fowke, 
likewise tbe business wbicb tbus cruelly 
robbed ber of beauty-sleep, and engrossed ber 
intellectual self none otber tban tbe in- 
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diting of a letter to one Robert Valojnaes — a 

letter setting forth how but Asmodeus îs 

a man of honour, he wîll give you bis word. 
It would sbock bim terribly to combine tale- 
bearer with spy. 

And then, curiosity being whetted and the 
spirit of adventure fairly roused, yet another 
domestic interior migbt cbarm tbe dîscrimi- 
nating eye — an interior also^ill-lit ; an interior 
whereof the sole occupant is a woman, and 
that woman's occupation writing — but dis- 
similar. The one murky with vapour of black 
thoughts, the other luminous with innocence, 
the one charged with self-bred bittemess, the 
other fragrant with simple tendemess ; both 
harbouring trouble, though. And thèse 
letters, written in strictest privacy, at dead 
of night, even as traitorous documents whereof 
the disclosure must cost head and famé — how 
warrant they such grave précaution ? 

See for yourselves. 

" From Rachel Fowke to Robert Valoynes. 

" Shobdon Grange, 
" Monday, December 26th, 1821. 

" My dear and stUl honoured Sir, — It is 
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with the deepest regret tliat I pen thèse few 
hurried Unes, to apprize you of an event 
which has occasioned me personally no small 
pain. Yesterday, that was Christmas Day, 
my brother, we being with the minister seated 
at dessert, gave out that he, Mr. Latchet, 
wîshed to become his son-in-law. Now, it is 
quite plain to me that whatever Tryphena 
may say to the contrary, she must hâve given 
him encouragement. There is no smoke with- 
out a fire, and it is not to be supposed that a 
man of Mr. Latchet's intelligence would hâve 
let Jacob say thus much unless he had good 
grounds for believing that a marriage was 
possible. Under thèse circumstances, of which 
I feel it my duty to make you aware, I can- 
not but fear that you will find it necessary to 
withdraw from your engagement — indeed 
I must strongly recommend you so to do, for 
Tryphena has lately shown herself so sly and 
untrustworthy that I am sure she would make 
a shocking bad wife to an honest gentleman 
like yourself, who sets truth before ail things. 
As I Write this my heart misgives me ; but 
after much and sorrowful reflection I am sure 
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you should be wamed, and so, with the com- 
pliments of the season, 

" Beg you to believe me, 

" Always your sincère well-wîsher, 

"Kachel Fowke." 

*' From Tryphena Fowke to Robert Valoynes. 

^" Monday. 

" Robert, — I am very unhappy, more 
unhappy than I thought it possible to be 
about an)rthing, except being away from yoiL 
Mr. Latchet wants me to marry him. I never 
told you — ^first, because it did not matter ; 
and secondly, because I did not care to seem 
vain — ^but he asked me last autumn, and I 
said no — ^not on account of you, so don't 
smile, you proud thing, but because I did not 
like him in that way. 

" However, I suppose he thought I was 
mistaken, for he spoke to father, and father 
gave out yesterday that he was to be son-in- 
law. I said at once that that was impossible. 
But no one took any notice, so there was a 
great deal of noise and misery ; and the resuit 
is that aunt and I hâve had a dredful quarel 
(she is so very angry that Mr. Latchet is so 
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stupid as to see anything in me. IcanH quite 
Tnake that oui, can you ?) ; and l'm about as 
misérable as a girl need be. But you will 
not mistrust me, will you, Robert ? you will 
still believe that I love you only — that I will 
love you as long as I live. Oh, Robert, if I 
<îould but feel your hand in mine — ^if I could 
but hear you say ' Thenie T Do you know, 
the other day I thought I would put on my 
oldest clothes, and slip away after dark, and 
walk, and walk, and walk, till I walked right 
to Kirton, when I should arive in such a 
state of dirt and wretchedness that your 
servants would thrust me out for a tramp ; 
and then I thought I would cry so loud that 
the place should ring again : * But I am Try- 
phena — Tryphena Fowke — and I was bom at 
Shobdon-cum-Shackerly I* and you would hear 
me, and run to me, and pick me up, and make 
such a to-do with me that they would aU 
think you had gone mad ; and then, when — 
when I was quite happy, I would die — a little. 
I do not think I should ever hâve the strenth 
of mind to die entirely with you to look at 
me. I do think such funny thîngs some- 
iimes. 
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*'But y OU will keep on loving me, won't 
you ? Never mind what people say ; I am 
true. 

" With ail my haxt, 
" Believe me, 

" Your Tryphena. 

" P. S. — I hâve got a kind of feeling that 
somebody, I do not know who, will try to 
make mischif between us. That is why I 
hâve written this." 



ï 



" There !" said Miss Fowke, as she made 
an end of reading over her composition, and 
proceeded to reduce it to postable dimensions ; 
*' she's dished, I fancy/' 

" I wonder if I dare ask Martha to lend me 
a shilling T mused Tryphena, doing strange 
things with a wafer ; " and my spelling — oh, 
jny spelling !" 




CHAPTER VIL 



"a little washed-up drift/' 



FANCY/' remarked Tryphena^ 
about noon on Tuesday, as she 
carefuUy separated the yolk and 
white of an egg — a brown and beautifiil egg, 
newly laid by Sarah, most meritorious of hens 
— ^being engaged in the manufacture of a 
batter-pudding for Clara Bond, "that ît is 
goîng to snow. What do you think, aunt ?" 

But Miss Fowke merely glanced at the 
window. It might snow or not, just as it 
pleased, so far as she was concemed. 

Before retiring to rest last night — in fact 
before opening the Bible to read the accus- 
tomed chapter, which chapter chancèd on this 
occasion to be taken from the Second Book of 
Kings, and set forth how Jehu the usurper 
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dealt with Queen Jezebel — a favourite passage 
wîth Aunt Rachel, who loved to see in the 
murder of Joram's mother a type of the 
coming destruction of ail female worldlings, 
ail tirera of the head and triflera with the 
rouge pot ; — ^before revealing the familiar 
beauties of Holy Writ, I say, then, Tryphena 
had, with a great show of eamestness and 
even teara, begged to be forgiven, and set forth 
her contrition, her détermination never so to 
forget herself, her place, her duty again ; how 
that if only she might once more be regarded 
and spoken to, as though she were at least a 
feeble imitation of a human créature, and not 
the contents of the dustbin — she would — she 

would — she would Perhaps you, with 

the aid of memory, may be able to form some 
faint idea of the exceeding rash and absurd 
statements to which this young and frantic 
person gave utterance. 

I can. 

Aunt Rachel, however, was little moved by 
her entreaties, neither did her voluntary self- 
abasement — for Mr. Fowke had maintained a 
prominent position on the opposition benches 

VOL. m. 8 
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ever since dinner — ^win her any favour. 
'* Gratitude's best acted*' was the laconic re- 
joînder, when acknowledgment, copious and 
fervent, was made of past obligations ; " That 
will do !" froze the weeping assurance of 
never-to-be diminished affection. 

" Lord !" exclaimed Jacob, who up to the 
coda of this most melancholy and monotonoua 
little nocturne, had wisely held his peace, im- 
pressed by the worth of symmetry and sequen- 
tial developmentof parts or "voices," as people 
used to say, once upon a time — " Lord 1 what's 
the use of ail that blubbering and bother ? 
Can't you see you might as well talk to a 
vinegar vat ? Get on with prayers !" 

And Tryphena dried her eyes and got on, 
and subsequently got down upon her knees, 
and then got up again, and having said good 
night huskily, with something less than her 
usual cheerfulness, got away to her own little 
room, with what purpose flickering in her 
mind you already know. 

It was indeed a very terrible thing to quarrel 
with Aunt RacheL 

To-day, however, whether from the sudden 
growth of an independent interest, the con- 
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€Îousness of having for once corne to a dé- 
cision undirected, or the possession of a secret 
— a delightful, not exactly guilty, but just a 
little dangerous secret, (there was never a 
female child born, I believe, but this instinct 
^f conceabnent lay hid amidst the dormant 
énergies of her minute mind) Tryphena sus- 
tained little inconvenience from the lowness of 
the domestic température. She bustled to 
and fro, and shook the beds, and whipped the 
€ggs, and eut the remainder of the plum-pud- 
ding into slices for frying, and in fact did ail 
that she had to do as briskly as though she 
"were an Arabella Gregory, and had not a care 
in the world. For one thing it behoved her 
to be on the alert, for she would be out the 
best part of the afternoon, and for another — 
but patience ! 

The dinner-table cleared and the kitchen 
tidied — " I will not gîve her the least occasion 
to find fault with me/'thought Miss Busy- 
body, " I will be so painstaking and persever- 
ing and useful, that she shall be forced to be 
eatisfied ;" and I am not sure that there was 
not just the faintest suspicion of a wicked 
little smile at the corners of a certain pretty 

8—2 
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mouth as thèse admirable résolves were arrived 
at. When one is poorly off for amusement itls 
not bad fun to try to improve people, to culti- 
vate their higher leanîngs, and root out a few 
of the weeds disfigurîng their neglected minds 
— always against their wills, though — ^that 
being, to use a modem expression, the " chaly- 
béate/' The kitchen tidied, I repeat, Try- 
phena put on her hood, her cloak, slipped her 
arm through the handles of her great basket, 
and despite the threatening appearance of the 
sky, which, vague and gray, yet tawny, ail too 
truthfully betokened change, set off for Mrs. 
Bond's, a pleased look on her face, as though 
she had no objection to be the plaything of a 
keen north wind — a wind who bit instead of 
kissing, whose manners generally, indeed, 
betrayed a sad lack of polish — for a little 
while. 

Anything was better than being sighed over. 

Besides, the pudding disposed of and Clara 
inquired after, perhaps looked in upon— she 
had not been so well of late had not Clara, 
a little less equal to conversation, a little less 
alive to passing interests, worse by night and 
•weaker by day — business of importance would 
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still remain to be transacted. Tryphena iii- 
tended to call on Martha on her way home. 
^' I am half afraid to go/' thought the girl, as 
she battled on, her big cloak wrapped round 
her, and her head bent down. " I am sure 
she will be rude to me, and it is possible that 
she will order me off her promises altogether, 
set the Bantam cock or Chummy at me, or 
perhaps both ; but it is my only chance, and 
so I must just make the best of it — ^beggars 
cannot be choosers." And thus thinking, 
battled on into the village, into the shop 
where she had been bidden to order certain 
alkalic and malodorous compounds set apart 
for household use. Now Mrs. Pope, the pro- 
prietress in her own right — ^her father built 
it — of this useful but unpleasant home of 
commerce, was a very nice little woman, red- 
cheeked, brown-eyed, brisk-tongued, a little 
woman with whom it was quite impossible to 
be distant, or indeed not to like heartily when 
you knew enough of her. Amadous, her 
lawful lord, you could neither like nor dislike, 
know as much of him as you might, for he 
was deaf and dumb, and lived mostly in the 
backyard, where he had a workshop, seldom 
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appearing save in answer to the knuckle-tapa 
on the counter of the very smallest chîldren 
who had invariably corne for "shrimps'' — a 
local sweetmeat tinted red and white — ^which 
was strange, seeing, as I hâve said, that he 
had been without the facnlty of hearing from 
his cradle, his mother— he was a Londoner— 
having poured a tea-kettleful of boiling water 
over him in a moment of forgetfiilness. But 
to retum. Mrs. Pope was a very nice little 
body, also — and this is more to the ptirpose — 
an enthusiast on the subject of young Miss 
Fowke. 

'^ There is no one I like to serve so well T' 
she would aver, when taking a social cup with 
Miss Christina Fox, who was a valued friend 
of hors, they having had '^ bits o' fun " to- 
gether in their youthful days, which " bits o' 
fun " would even now, when re-animated with 
" Don't you remembers ?" and " But I says/' 
cause tossings of ' the head, slappings of the 
knees, and swayings of the body, most 
éloquent — " there is nobody I like to serve so 
weU. She's so gentle, and if you don't 'appen 
to 'ave just what she wants, she's always 
ready to make allowances. ^ 'Twon't do/ say& 
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she, * but I dessay you'U 'ave some 30on/ or, 
I * must ask aunt first, but that seems very 
nice 'y so dijfferent from Miss Wasberry, who 
used to tum up *er nose and squint about and 
sniflF as though we kep' a pigsty I" 

Thus Tryphena being her own mistress for 
the présent, to hâve a chat wîth Mrs. Pope — 
the soda and blue and mottled soap being 
ordered and paid for- seemed alike pleasant 
and expédient. The weather, the season, who 
was sick, and tjie new vicar passed under 
rapid review. 

'* I don't say that I 'zackly like 'im, you 
know, miss !" said Mrs. Pope, dropping her 
voice to a whîsper, and glancing nervously 
at the open door — churchmen and church- 
women required groceries as well as Wesleyans 
and one must live. " P'r'aps it's Is glasses, 

and Im not much of a Good day, 

Martha, 'ow do you find yourself ? I thought 
l 'eerd footsteps.'' 

'*I'm very well, thank you, 'm!" replied 
Martha, who had just made her appearance at 
the shop door, which stood open. " I wànt a 
pound o' dips, and 'alf a pound o' moist 
sugar." This walking up to the counter, 
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quite iinconscious apparently of the présence 
ofathirdperson. 

" Very good," smiled Mrs. Pope, and forth- 
with busied herself in the supplying of thèse 
needs. 

" Well," said the thîrd person, rising to her 
feet, her cheeks as pink as though she had 
just been detected in the commission of some 
'great crime, " I must be going." 

" Lor 1 Miss Phenie," exclaimed our new- 
comer, tuming round with as artistic astartand 
look of surprise as was ever elaborated by Ba- 
chel or Desclée, "is that you? I didn't see you/* 

" Indeed I" rejoined Tryphena, drily. " You 
must be in one of your absent fits !'' and shut 
down the lid of her basket with expression. 
Was ever truth so wantonly impinged upon ? 

" PYaps I am," allowed Miss Tapp. " My 
'ead do generally feel queer when there's snow 
in the air. Weer be you bound for ?" 

'*Mrs, Bond's," replied the girl; "and 
then,'* blushing again and looking away at a 
cart which happened to pass at that moment — 
a cart with " Jacob Fowke, Shobdon Grange,'* 
printed in big black letters to rearward — " I 
was coming to aee you." 
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Two round brown eyes grew rounder. 

" There/' exclaimed Mrs. Pope, reappearing 
from behind a wall of boxes, candies in hand, 
" IVe got at 'em at last ; 'tis a fresh lot, and 
them cases are so 'ard to open. And what 
else can I do for y ou ?" 

" Nothin', thank je, mum !" said Martha, 
searching in her pocket for means of payment. 
"Well, I made certain I 'ad 'alf a crown. 
There never can be — ^no, 'ère it is,'' plucking 
forth the same. " Dear, what a tum that did 
give me, for only last week I lost a sixpence, 
^tnd money's not so easy corne by nowadays." 

"No, indeed," said Mrs. Pope, depositing 
the coin in her till, and counting forth the 
change — one shilling and sevenpence — (Try- 
phena's eyes fastened greedily upon the 
shilling) — " times be shockin' bad, and I 'ear 
that priées is still fallin', of stock and wheat 
and farm stuff that is. It do seem odd, 
though, don't it, that the cheapness o' things 
should make want ?" 

" I dunno," said Martha ; " ef maisters 
tîan*t get their money, lab'rers can't get theirs. 
That's weer folks do make a mistake, I think. 
The rich ^says to theirselves, * so long as we 
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prosper ail the rest may go empty ;* and the 
poor says to theirselves, * what do ît matter to . 
we whether 'tîs a good market or a bad 'un so« 
long as we gets our wages V but it do matter. 
Life may be a see-saw, and the poor man may 
ride at one end whîle the rich rides at t'other; 
but 'tis the same plank they both sets astride 
of, and if one goes down to-day t'other '11 go 
down to-morrow ; wheeras ef they were to 
jine in keepin' level, 'twould be better alike 
for their minds and constitootions — at least, 
thats the way I looks at it." 

" And a good way too/' laughed Mrs. Pope ; 
" but there, you must leam ail that for your- 
self ; you can't fill folk's heads with wisdom 
like you stick flowers in a pot, and if you do 
'tis pretty sure to come to nothin'.." 

" That's true/' said Martha, " and for the 
same reason, 'tain't got no root. But I 
mustn t stay 'ère jabberin'. IVe a pie to 
make. LorI 'ow str'ight you do look, Miss 

Phenie 1" 

" Do I ?" smiled Tryphena, " I was think- 
ing that if priées fell again, father would be 
uneasy, for I heard him say only a little while 
ago that the country was in a fair way to be 
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ruined, and that those who dîdn't care tx) be 
beggared need be carefuL However, I dare 
say something will be done. Which way are 
you going, Martha T 

"Well/' said Martha, who for ail her 
strong-mîndedness was not qtiite proof against 
tne insidious promptings of curiosity, "I 
don't much mind ; you're going to Mrs» 
Bondes r 

Yes/' said Tryphena, " across the fields/^ 
Across the fields !" echoed Martha, with 
shocking duplicity, and then nodding to Mrs. 
Pope, proceeded to the door. 

They faced the wind together. 

" 'Tis too cold for you to be out," observed 
our social economist, when a brief lull in the 
tyrant's pleasantries rendered remark audible, 
" and with nothin' on but that old cloak ; why 
didn't you wear your woollen spenser ?" 

" I did not think it was so sharp," replied 
Tryphena. "Besides, as aunt says, neither 
sugar nor sait enter very largely into my com- 
position. But you surprise me !*' 

" 'Ow ?" demanded Martha. 

" By troubling yourself on my account." 
**I trouble too much!" was the tart re- 



A 



»r 



124 



ROSE AND RUE. 



sponse, " I trouble till I can neither sleep by 
night or eat by day, till Tm fair dazed, and 
no bett^r than a simpleton. That's 'ow I 
trouble." 

" I am surprised to hear that," rejoined the 
girl, coolly. " From your manner to me lately, 
I should hâve rather imagined that it did not 
matter to you in the least whether — 
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" That's trash T' broke forth Martha. " Ef 
Fve been short with you, you know as well as 
I do why IVe been so/' 

" No, I don't," retorted Tryphena ; " youVe 
chosen to take things into your head " 

" Take things into my head !" snapped Miss 
Tapp. " Would you hâve me make out I was 
stone blind ?" 

*' I would hâve you be just, and not " 

" Pooh !" scoffed the other. " Didn't you 
go to the man's 'ouse ? Don't l 'ear on ail 
sides that " 

" You may hear what you please !" ex- 
claimed Tryphena, exasperated by the woman s 
obstinacy. "Am I to blâme because aunt 
chooses to go to Coatham ? — because people 
who should know better cannot mind their 
own business ? Perhaps you may not be aware " 
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— with crushing dignity — ** that on Christmas 
Day I refused Mr. Latchet to his fexîe, before 
both aunt and father." 

To judge from the expression of Martha's 
countenance, this conjecture was not whoUy 
fatuoxis. 

" No !'* said she, wonderingly. 

" But yes," affirmed Tryphena, and walked 
on with heightened colour, her head a little 
thrown back, her mouth severe, like to the 
mouth of one who had her wrongs and knew 
it, and what was more was not going to give 
up those precious possessions in a hurry. 

Truly one must assert one's self just a little, 
or thèse great, headstrong, violent créatures 
would by degrees rob one of ail private rightp 
whatsoever. 

** Well," said Martha at length, as if con- 
science-stirred — I do not say stricken — " l'm 
sure that was very fine of you. Was that what 
made you go to bed so early T 

"I did not go to bed," was the frigid 
answer. 

Martha relapsed into silence. 

" Well," reiterated she, thoughtfully, after a 
while, " you couldn't hâve pleased me bettei 
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if you'd told me that l'd just corne into a 
'undred pounds. l'm sorry I spoke so sharp !" 
'' Ah," smîled Phenie, " I dare say. Trample 
a. poor thing to death, and then cry over her. 
But I won't be grand. l'il forgive you just 
this once, because," dimpling bewitchingly, 
" I want you to do me a faveur." 
'' What's that V 

Trjrphena pouted. She had no patience 
with persons who could not understand their 
own mother tongue. 

'* I want you to lend me a shilling," said 
she, after a bit. " I hâve written to Robert, 

and T hâve no money to pay for " 

" YouVe written to — ^to Mr. Valoynes ?" 
exclaimed Martha, joy lightening ail over her 
face with quite electric vividness. 
Tryphena nodded. 

" Give it to me," cried Miss Tapp — "give me 
the letter ! 111 run and post ît now, this 
moment. If I 'adn't another farden in the 
world, if I 'ad to beg my bread to-morrow, it 
should go ; but whatever 'ave you said ? l'U 
be bound IVe caught it I" 

** You conceited mortal," laughed the girl, 
-fitruggling with her gown pocket, "do you 
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suppose that I never hâve anythîng to think 
of except you ?" 

"Ah," smiled Martha, a little wistfully, 
" l'm a fool ; 'owever," gazîng at the somewhat 
tremulous superscription of the document 
Tryphena had just put into her hand, " even 

fools 'as their uses, if only to love them as *' 

" Love nobody but th(3mselves," jested the 
preached-at, " and hâve not one penny to rub 
upon another, and are generally in about as 
destitute and dismal and darkened a condi- 
tionas can well be imagined. Why," in . a 
^ne of remonstrance, " you goose ! You 
don't really suppose that l'm not extremely 

grateful " 

" Grateful !" echoed Martha, contemptuously 
— grateful, what for? Money — when l'd lay 

-down my But weer's the use o' talkin' ? 

Taint to be expected that a young thing like 
you should 'ave feelin's for every one. Feelin's 
want room to grow in like other things ;" and 
strode off at a pace not easily kept up with. 
" Martha !" called Tryphena, as if in doubt. 
But she hailed the wind. 
And down floated the first flake of snow. 



CHAPTER VlII. 

OUT OF FATHOMLESS WORKINGS. 

UICKLY as the ground whitened^ 
thickly as fell the great feathery 
morsels of congealed vapour into 
the hoUowed hands of frost-pinched plants, 
the cracks and crevîces of lichen-painted walls, 
on the bare bodies of stripped trees, the hooded 
head, the cloaked shonlders, the gaping basket 
of one little red-nosed girl, that little girl 
never so much as thought of turnîng back ; 
for had she not a duty to perform ? — ^had she 
not herself just accepted from the hands of 
Fate a benefit so signal as to awaken gratitude 
and a désire to deal similarly by others, to the 
utmost extent of her modest powers, in the 
bosom of the least appréciative of human 
créatures ? 
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On bidding Mrs. Bond good-bye — ^to be 
candid, a somewhat exhaustive proceeding, 
she being low that afternoon, and inclined to 
break short off in the midst of remarks, and 
tum away her head, and even apply her 
apron to her eyes when sure that no one was 
looking ; " it would be a bit duU in the cot- 
tage before long " — Tryphena found that the 
snow had changed to sleet, întermingled with 
small rain, also that it was rapidly growing 
dusk. So, with a final "Tou must try to 
keep up your spirits, though," and assurance of 
complète immunîty from fear either of tramps 
or weather, ofi* she hurried up the road — ^brown 
now and muddy enough to scare a squadron 
of town maidens — and across the bridge by 
the mill, as quick as she could go. Country 
lanes are scarcely the pleasantest of abiding 
places on a wet December evening. 

A dismal world and a dismal journey — 
little feet weighed down with sodden, mire- 
daubed clogs, little hands nipped numb with 
cold, a little face scourged by fierce rain, a 
little body bent and crushed in the strong 
grasp of surely the savagest wind that ever 
wrought its wicked will on unoiïending matter, 
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yet consolation ebbed not. Hope's torch 
bumt bright. 

For ihe letter had been posted, Martha had 
been made aware that one was not quite the 
miracle of blackness she had elected to suppose 
— ^that she could, if she saw fit, be again a 
friend and sympathizer without injury to 
character or eternal interests. Yes 1 out of 
doors it was indeed very weird and dim and 
uncomfortable ; but indoors, with one's work- 
basket before one, and one's thimble on one*s 
finger, and fether reading the paper. and the 
click, click of Aunt Eachel's knitting-needles 
in one's ear, mingled with the chirps of crickets 
and o^cyi.^ of icande^^ent C -d soore» 
of an aged hound — ah, that would be pleasant 
enough, méditation being to match. Try- 
phena's lips parted in a pleased smile, and she 
quickened her pace — took, in fact, a little run 
— as she limned this mental picture. 

The Grange reached, and the garden gâte 
opened and shut, a matter of time and skill (to 
shorten her walk and escape from her elemental 
foes she had chosen the front way of entrance, 
past which the road she had taken directly 
lay), Tryphena scraped her clogs on the scraper 
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under the laurustinus bush, and shaking lier 
cloak (it had again begun to snow), made her 
way up the gravel path to the front door. 

The bouse, despite ber natural satisfaction 
at tbe prospect of rest and a cbange of 
raiment, struck ber as looking cold, cold and 
sad, like a bouse wberein lived uone but 
grown-up people — people wbo worked and 
wrangled, and denied tbemselves, and " put 
by f but never sang, or danced, or feasted, or 
made love, or, indeed, did anytbing not 
strictly tbeir duty, from cradle to grave. Out 
of an open window, wbicb nestled close to the 
thatched roof, fluttered a dimity curtain — a 
drenched, limp curtain, no better than a rag. 

The girl's face grew anxious as she noted 
this forlom symbol of human occupation. " If 
aunt bas seen that," mused she, "she will 
read me a lecture a mile long," and taking 
hold of the boar's head, which served as a 
knocker, knocked timidly — for the first time 
in ber life, she recoUected on a sudden. 

Scarcely, bowever, was this dread deed 
accomplisbed, when a sound smote upon her 
èars wbicb swept her mind bare of thoughts, 
as ever tbe lilacs and laburnums were of 
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leaves — a sound îssuîng from the parlour ; 
a Sound of voîces, voices maie and female — of 
one voice 

Hot with fright, Tryphena faced round 
towards the gâte. What mattered snow, 
what wînd, that the night had ail but fallen ? 
Would not one brave hurricanes, waterspouts, 
tornadoes, Egyptian darkness, every known 
and unknown péril, including the most fe- 
rocious denîzens of Noah's ark, sooner 
thaiï 

Hark ! a movement in the parlour, Aunt 
Eachers satînet rustles in the hall. The girl 
fled. 

" Stop !" cried Miss Fowke, as she swung 
back the great oaken door, "where are you 
going to T 

" Round the other way," was the shrill 
response. 

" Thaf you re not then !" exclaimed out- 
raged authority, and gathering up her skîrts, 
forthwith gave chase, with a reckless gal- 
lantry and défiance of results worthy the 
highest commendation. *'What do you 
mean/' went on this martial soûl when re- 
treat was efiectually eut ofif, ^^ by coming and 
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knocking at the door, and then shootîng away 
like this ? You go in tliis instant. Do you 
tHnk I want to hâve the pleasnre of nursing 
you the whole winter ?" 

" I did not know that any one was there," 
panted our fugitive, " until I heard you talk- 
ing ; and I cannot meet the minister/' 

" Cannot meet the minister 1" echoed Miss 
Fowke, contemptuously. '* You go in when I 
bid you." 

" No !" exclaimed Tryphena, *' I shan t. I 
will not meet the man ;" and, with a sudden 
jerk, wrenched her cloak out of Aunt Eachels 
hand, flung open the gâte, and raced off down 
the road as fast as she could lay foot to 
ground. 

What was to be done now ? Tô follow her 
in slippers, bonnetless, without even so much 
as a shawl over one's shoulders, was quite out 
of the question ; to pursue her vocally with 
threats, commands, or denunciations seemed 
equally futile; besides, think if somebody 
came by, and caught one bawling there like 
any fishwife. No, she had made good her 
escape, the vixen, and good she must be let to 
make it until such time at least as privacy. 
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restoring liberty of action, should admit of the 
freehanded and righteous administration of 
justice. 

Miss Fowke tiptoed back to the house, her 
eyes bent upôn tbe ground — her mouth ex- 
ceeding grim. Disobedience was, in lier 
opinion, the worst of domestic oflPences. 

** You see ?" said she, as, having dried her 
feet on the mat, and shaken out her petti- 
coats, she re-entered the sitting-room — '^you 
see r 

*' Yes," replied the minister, gravely, turning 
himself about, his hands clasped behind him, 
he was standing at the window ; " I do." 

For some time there was silencç. Then 
Acts sighed, sighed deep and lengthily, his 
heart being heavy. 

" Eh ?" exclaimed Aunt Rachel ; " did you 
speak ?" 

'^ No," answered he, " I hâve no mind for 
speech," and looked about for his hat. 

" It's there," she said, pointing to the sofa ; 
*' but you needn t be in such a hurry — l'U get 
a light in a minute." 

" No, thank you," he returned, still in the 
same duU tone, " I prefer obscurity ; it 
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matches the hue of my reflections/' smiling 
faintly. 

Again silence. 

" Seriously though," pursued he, at length, 
*' I am rather to be pîtied, am I not ?" 

Aunt Rachel looked hard at the window. 

*^ I do not know/' replied she, '* it seems to 
me that you hâve yourself to thank ; but I say 
nothing. 'Tîs not my place to say anythîng." 

" There you're wrong," exclaimed Acts ; 
** I know of no one whose ad vice I would 
accept sooner — no one on whose power of 
forming an accurate judgment I could so 
absolutely dépend," 

" Seems so !" was the laconîc answer. 

" You see," continued he, ^^ what I feel is 
thîs. Tryphena, though very young " 



^' No goodll corne of it !" declared the coun- 
sellor — ^' you mark my words !" 

" Why not ?" he demanded. 

"She don't care for you, and just look 

at the différence in your " 

" Yes, yes !" broke forth Mr. Latchet, with 
some slight pétulance — *' I was about to speak 
of that when you interrupted me ; but âge 
cannot be reckoned by years. The mental 
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sympathy existent between a wedded pair, 
one of whom îs already conversant with the 
cares and sorrows of matured manhood, while 
the other stîll exults in youthful gaiety, may 
be as perfect as— 
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" âh," smiled Aunt Rachel, " but they must 
love each other!" 

The minister s face darkened. 

"There was," said he, bitterly/ " a time 
when Tryphena did love me, when, if I had 
opened my arms and called to her, she would 
hâve corne to me as readily as a child runs to 
an indulgent parent." 

" Then why, for goodness* sake," exclaimed 
Aunt Rachel, her voice unpleasantly acute, 
" didn t you open your arms, and didn't you 
call to her ?" 

" Can you ask 'prhy ?" was the reproachful 
answer. Yes, reproachful, on my honour. 

The woman's eyes fell, her mouth quivered, 
she tumed away her head as might one who 
battled strenuously with émotion neither weak 
nor of récent growth. 

" Yes," continued Acts, in a tone of gentle 
melancholy — the tone wherein men, I notice, 
mostly make confession of past errors — " in 
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those days I had, indeed, very.different liopes ; 
but insensibly — we poor weak créatures are 
so easy of persuasion — sweet Phenie's faîmess 
undermîned staîd conviction, and one fine 
moming I awoke to the fact that " 

" Sweet Phenie's fairness I" quoth Aunt 
Rachel, angrily, moved to utterance by force 
of inward fire, " what fairness ? — fairness of a 
Dutch doll ? Besides, please, don't talk to me 
in tbat way " — with stifiened neck — " I don't 
like it." 

" I was only explaining the origin of a sen- 
timent whicb seems to strike you as wholly 
inconceivable/' replied Acts, calmly; "it is 
quite possible tbat I may be the victim of de- 
lusion/' 

" I think you are," agreed bis hearer, ^' I 
think you are about as much deluded as any 
man I ever met with, except Bob Price, who 
would insist tbat he was Marshal Ney, and 
was going to be shot at sundown. He kept 
up tbat story for eîght years, and then bis 
father had him put in a lunatic asylum, 
where he died ; but I heard afterwards tbat 
bis last words were, * Tell the emperor I for- 
give him.' " 
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Acts, troubled though he was, could not 
abstaîn from a laugh at this quaint rémini- 
scence. 

^^Really," said he, glancing at the window; 
" well, I trust that the parallel may not prove 
quite exact ; although there are times, I con- 
fess — just now, for instance — when I feel 
tempted to abandon hope altogetber." 

" I can't see for my part," observed Misa 
Fowke, dryly, ** whatever right — yes, rigbt — 
you hâve to hope at ail — or, indeed, to hâve 
ever dreamt of hoping. You knew she was 
engaged." 

*^ I knew that she had formed a disastrous 
attachment/' 

" But 'twas an attachment, and 'tis an at- 
tachment, and 'twill always be an attachment. 
You can't get any further than that." ' 

"Mr. Fowke wâs not of that opinion." 

Aunt Eachel smiled. 

'^Womens hearts ain't ploughed fields," 
said she, " to be cropped to a man's liking." 

'' Well," sighed Acts, holding out his hand, 
*^ I must consider. I do hope, however, that 
the ténor of our friendship may not — 



utîuur ui OUI' uitîuubiiip may uoTi " 

ce ----- 



Mr. Latchet," interposed Aunt Rachel, 
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gravely, " l'm only a plaiii body — plain in 
features and plain in dealing — and I tell you 
frankly that l've no patience with double- 
facedness. You may think of me what you 
please. l'U never go agaiost you as our raïn- 
ister, but— — " 

" Why didn't you speak before, then ?" ex- 
claiined he, eagerly. 

"I speak!" echoedshe — her cheeks crïmson, 

her eyes fairly ablaze — "I speak " and, 

flinging away his hand as slie might something 
unclean, tumed on her heel and walked out of 
the room with the mien, not of an offended 
woman, but of an insulted empress, 

"Humphr ejaculated Acts ; and mouth 
severe, liât tUted brow-ward, sought the baU, 
the door, the outer world, with what speed he 
might. 

Once in the road, hreast to breast with the 
pitiless wind, the driving snow, the vast and 
Bolemn night, a low bitter laugh escaped his 
scomful lipa. 

"Fool!" said he, and struck his gnarled 
thorn walking-stick savagely into the ground 
— "fool!" and then a strauge sorrow swept 
athwart hîa face, " I drove her forth into aU 
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thîs/' he thought; "bade her be drenched, 
and chilled, and temfied. I !" 

Arrîved in the kitchen — ^the iron of one of 
ter clogs had corne off in the lane, sbe carried 
it in her hand ; her petticoats flapped damply, 
even as that dimity curtain, against her heels, 
she surveyed them ruefully — Tryphena de- 
posited her basket on the table with a Insty 
thump, as much as to say, "There, thank 
goodness IVe got rid of you for some little 
time to corne/' and, shoeless, made her way 
noiselessly upstairs. Beauty, as usual, wished 
to keep her company, but she looked so 
gravely at the old dog, and "sh'd" so awfully, 
that the spirit of the poor beast quailed, and 
she retired to the hearth, her tail between her 
legs, her ears drooping, quite appalled. In no 
small perturbation and distress of mind did 
our rebel, I do assure you, await the " Tiy- 
phena !" which would summon her to take her 
place at the tea-table, and résume that rôle of 
underling and puppet in the élaboration of 
which she apparently was to spend the re- 
maining term of her natural life. " Aunt wiU 
tell father," mused she, seated sideways on her 
bed, one small foot gathered up in one small 
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hand — so rosy a little foot ; alack ! those roses 
would be chîlblains by to-morrow — "and 
Êither will begîn at me, and I shall answer 
back, and then tbere will be ever so much 
more misery." 

But the summons came and the seat at the 
tea-table was taken, and Aunt Eachel was 
glanced at, and father was listened to — tbe 
London papers were fuU of bad news, it 
seemed ; if things went on like this the 
country would be swamped before the year 
was out ; and yet never a word of blâme, of 
tale-bearing. 

Tryphena could not understand it. She 
drank her tea and ate her bread and goose- 
berry jam in blank wonderment. Neither 
throughout the whole evening was there any 
allusion made to her misconduct. Aunt Ea- 
chel certainly looked " straight/' That, how- 
ever, was no novelty. 

"The snow will be green soon," decided 
some one ; "it cannot help itselC" 

So lapsed the evening till half-past eight ; 
then the ham stalked forth from the larder, 
the big brown loaf trundled out of the bread- 
pan, the cider flowed from the cider cask — to 
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eat, pray, and sleep became the paramount 
dutîes of humanîty. 

"And now," said Aunt Rachel, looking at 
Tryphena, as Mr. Fowke opened the back 
door and went forth to see that ail was safe 
before he retired to rest, " y ou can go to bed. 
You don't feel stiff, I hope ?" 

"No," smiled Tryphena, whose spirits had 
risen owing to her unprecedented good luck ; 
" I don't feel anythîng. Good-night." 

" Good-night," replied Miss Fowke, and 
fitooped to poke the fire. Then, as if smitten 
with a sudden impulse, she looked round and 
said, constrainedly : 

" You must not be downhearted, chîld." 

And the child paused and gazed, and then 
ran back, and at the imminent risk of setting 
a certain gay cap on fire, kissed the owner of 
that cap on the cheek with vast heartiness, 
and then dashed ofi* full speed. 

"Lord, how wildl" quoth the osculated, 
and I think that she had reason. 

AU Sound of footsteps hushed. ' Aunt Rachel 
again stirred the fire. Beauty crept close to 
her for warmth, rose up and licked her hand, 
but she took no notice. Her eyes were 
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dimmed with tears ; sad thoughts, surely, by 
the fashion of her mouth, chilléd and obscuixd 
ter mind. 

"Yes," sighed she — ^^"'yes!" and sought — 
was it her handkerchief ? 

Another moment, and white lay amidst 
black and red ; a glad flare, and vague atoms 
floated chitnneywards. 

" There !" said Miss Fowke, not quite un- 
liappily. 

" Why," exclaîmed Jacob, as he lifted the 
worn latch, " I thought you were goîng to 
bed !" 

" So I am," she answered, " but I had some- 
thing to do first." 



CHAPTER IX. 

CAUnOUSLY PEERING, ABSORBING, TRANS- 

LATING. 

^g|gB:|NOW hère, snow there, snow every- 

ii^SjCi " What a white world !" ex- 
claimed Tryphena, as she appeared below on 
Wednesday moming ; " fancy, if you could 
clean people's miods like that f ' 

" Well/' retorted Miss Fowke, who chanced 
to be down first, having passed a wakeful 
night, " and what if you could ? 'Twould only 
be outside cleaning, after ail. Let a thaw set 
in, and 'twill be worse than 'twas before. But 
there, you're just like everybody else. You 
never can be at the trouble to go right down 
to the bottom of things." 

" If the bottom's worse than the top," re- 
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plied the girl, callously, '* I don't.see the use 
of going down to it," and plied the bellows 
with vigour. 

Of a truth, one was not so insufferably 
prosperous as to be reduced to the deliberate 
seeking out and concoction of bitterness by 
way of pastime. 

Wednesday pafised much in its usual manuer. 
Martha came up for the tea-leaves — ^it was 
customary for the Tapp teapot to be replen- 
ished by the leavings of that commonly in use 
at the Grange ; " it costs nothing," said Aunt 
Eachel, *' and yet it helps ; besides, one 
should consider hnman créatures before car- 
pets." Martha came up for the tea-leaves, I 
repeat, and Tryphena went and put ihem in a 
jug for her, and brought them, and got such a 
smile for her pains as made her mind quite 
easy — ^nay, the very easiest of minds. 

" Dear Martha T thought the girl, sunnily, 
" I knew she could not be cross with me long. 
My dear Martha !" 

" Could not/' mind you. Oh 1 the atrocious 
vanity of this quite absurd young person. 

New Year's Day was bitterly cold, though 
bright. The glass stood at fair, despite the 

VOL. III. 10 
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most determined rappings. Tryphena, how- 
ever, put that down to constitutional debîlity. 
It had stood at fair ever since lier sixth bîrth- 
day, when the hook on which it depended had 
given way, and it had faUen mth a great crash 
to the ground, thereby ensuring her a sound 
box on the ear, she standing by the while, and 
Aunt Eachel, who hurried out to see what was 
the matter — ^it hung in the hall — ^naturally 
concluding that she had been up to some of 
her tricks, "fingering and fiddling." Yes, what 
the glass said did not much signify. Still, it 
was brîght, and the snow showed no inclina- 
tion to melt, for ail the sun glared so fiercely. 
Truly a seasonable January the first. 

Service over, to regain one's own fireside as 
expeditiously as possible — the sun having 
started for his Antipodean dominions in the 
semblance of a red-hot dise, wishing, perhaps, 
in common with other great people, to travel 
incognito, more than half an hour ago — seemed 
aUke judicious and désirable ; but no mention 
was made of Mr. Latchet, either with référence 
to the sermon, which Tryphena held secretly 
to hâve been very inferi^ to that he gave 
them on Cîhristmaa moming, or the piayers, or 
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the possibility of his following them unbidden, 
or, indeed, anything concerning him. 

This by tacit agreement. 

** What hâve ye done with the mînister ?" 
demanded Jacob, buskîly, as they presented 
themselves in the parlour previous to going 
upstairs to take off their bonnets and cloaks, 
Aunt RacheFs fingers being, she declared, " ail 
thumbs,'' by reason of the cold. " Hasn't he 
corne back with y ou?" 

" No," said she, pulling oflf her gloves, and 
holding ont her hands to the fervent caresses 
•of the clear, bright fire. 

"And why not?*' questioned Mr. Fowke, 
straightening himself up in the wooden-backed 

been altematly dozing and doing sums — sums 
compound rather than simple — ever since 
dinner. It was strange how little it took to 
amuse this worthy gentleman : solitude and 
mental arithmetic would charm him for hours 
together. 

" How can I tell you ?" was the umnoved 
answer ; " most likely he'd got somewhere else 
to go to." 

'* Where else ?" retorted Jacob, fiercely. 

10—2 
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" Groodness !" exclaimed Aunt Rachel, "don't 
shout at me like that, if you please. Am I 
Mr. Latchet's keeper, to draff him hither and 
thither like a dog m a^g? There are 

" Ail right/' said Jacob, and shut his mouth 
manfiiUy. He would not speak of Acts agaîn 
that night. 

Arrived in her own room, Tryphena came 
out of her pelisse, and untied the satin stringa 
of her grand new bonnet, and subsequently 
rolled them up, and brushed its soft velvet 
crown, and laid it away in its appointed box, 
slowly, as if her thoughts were given to quite 
other matters, as if, indeed, she were consider- 
ably puzzled as to the phase her world might 
exhibit next. And, to be canxiid, such was her 
sorry case ; for the powers arrayed against 
her — she, a poor weak créature, as easily 
vexed and made to cry, and put to shame^ 
now, at the âge of eighteen, as when a small 
brat of three — were terribly strong and merci- 
less. And she had no auxiliaries to fall back 
upon, except Martha and perhâps John — not 
that he, with the best of intentions, honest 
Boul, could render much service, beîng always 
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în the fields, and forced to make a living. 
Aunt Rachel ? No ; Aunt Rachel was purely 
neutral. She would not herself oppress one, 
at least not openly ; but, on the ôther hand, 
«he would not do battle with one's oppressors. 
Well, Robert must write soon — must by 
Thursday or Friday, at the very latest, and 
hemighLysomet^bgwMch-lTryphona, 
however, found it a little diificult to round off 
this hypothesis, even in the strictest seclusion, 
and solely for her own satisfaction. 

So she went down to tea, and ate and 
drank with her wonted steadiness, and subse- 
<juently helped herself to a hymn-book which 
had belonged to her mother — a little old 
hymn-book bound in wom red morocco, and 
conned over old favourites, and "got" two 
new ones by heart, which two she added that 
night to her prayers, kneeUng white and smaU 
and childlike by the side of her strait bed. 

For it was quite wrong to worry. God 
would take care of her, "mother" would 
watch over her, and sorrow purified. It might 
be that presently, when grâce and years had 
matured her powers of judgment and 
49harpened her perceptive faculties, she would 
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be able to discem the true nature of ail thèse 
troubles, and know tbem for the blessings in 
disguise they doubtless were. It was a pît^r 
perhaps, that the disguise was so very perfect; 
stilly she could not doubt but that they would 
émerge thence at last, a wife being required 
to show fortitude and breast caiamity. 

" For instance/' mused my dear Phenie^ 
'' suppose there should be a révolution, as- 
Bobert thinks there will be, and he were ta 
lose ail his property, and we had to flee for our 
lives, like the poor French, or if he were to 
&11 sick, much use I should be to him if I 
could only cry and shake. No, dépend upon 
it, ail that I now think so hard is in reality 
just what I want to fit me for the fiiture /^^ 
and went to sleep quite happy bec^-use of her 
unhappiness. Oh, wondrous Woman ! 

It was, I think, on the morning of the 
foUowing Thursday that Mr. Latchet, as he 
sat in his little study maklng notes for a dis- 
course which he had been invited to deliver 
at a tea-meeting, which would take place on 
Friday evening in the Wesleyan school-room 
under the auspices of the leading înhabitanta 
of Coatham — such of that august body at 
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least as belonged to that persuasion — ^to oele- 
brate the fiftli anniversary of its opening, and 
generaUy review the events of the preceding 
Christian year, received a call from Mr. 
Joliffe, the builder, with whom negotiationd 
had been initiated with regard to the érection 
of the proposed chapel at Shobdon, agreeably 
to instructions issued by Mr. Fowke, on the 
e vening of the Sunday before Christmas, when, 
as you may remember, they (he and Acts) left 
the Grange after tea together. 

" You see, sir/' said Mr. JoMe, who was a 
stout, square, loud-voiced little man, with a red 
and piscine countenance, his eyes being vague, 
glassy, and protubérant, and his mouth, when 
in repose, open and circular — " you see, sir," 
said Mr. Joliffe, balancing his hat on two 
fingers between his knees, " bricks is bricks, 
and not mushrooms." 

" Certainly," smiled Acts. 

" Therefore," weightily, " they must be or- 
dered beforehand. 1 can't work without stuff 
to work with.'* 

" Of course not," agreed Mr. Latchet ; " I 
wîll see Mr. Fowke about it this afbemoon." 

" You will ?" said Mr. Joliflfe, who prided 
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himself on his business abilttîes — his knack of 
bringing a mon to book, mark yo\x ; " yoa've 
got my estimate ?" 

" Yes," answered Acts, " it is in my desk. 
I will t^e it with me, andlet youkDow what 
is to be done to-moirow." 

Mr. Jolifie rose to his feet, laboiiously, by 
thç aid of a tlùck walking-stick, being mocli 
boubled with rhenmatic goût. 

" I hope," obserred the minister, in bîs bland 
vay, risÎDg likewise, "that Mis. Jolifiê ïs 
betterf* 

" No, air, she's not," was the stolid answer, 
"and neyer will be, I don't believe." 

" Dear me '" siud Âcts, with a sympatheljc 
frown, " that is vety sad. Do you find that 
her strength dedines, then ?" 

' ' Tes," repUed Mr. Jolifiê, " I do ; thèse last 
two days she's been fôrced to keep her bed en- 
tîrely. " Ah !" heaviog a sigh — you might be 
excused for apprehendiog huhbles — " it's a bad 
job. Fm Bore I don't know whatll corne of 
h." 

Mr. Latcbet maintained a feeling sàlence. 

" And DOW," puisued the boilder, in the 
tone oî one engroBsed in the contonplatian c^ 
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hîs own misfortunes, '* tbere's Ben. He's been 
^nd taken up with that Eliza Cowslip, old 
Cowslip's daughter, who went bankrupt at 
Michaelmas — not a penny to bless themselves 
with, and owing me I can't tell you how 
much. But," suddenly regaining conscîous- 
ness, " Fm keeping you. You 11 see Fowke ?" 

" Yes." answered Acts, " and let you know 
to-morrow/' 

^'Very well," repUed Mr. Joliffe, " the 
sooner the better;" and, with a curt good- 
moming, departed in quest of home, dinner, 
and last, but not least, that social tumbler, 
which, so whispered rumour, threatened to be- 
oome a worse domestic evil than even the 
sickness of the " missus '* or the amativeness 
•of gilded youth. Ben Joliffe's hats, collars, 
ties, and other incidental appurtenances were 
the talk of Coatham, specially of Coatham 
errand-boys and Mrs. Baker's apprentices, 
over whom Miss Cowslip reigned in the proud 
capacity of " first hand." 

Now, it is possible that a man of a more ambi- 
tions tum than Mr. Latchet, 6r with a stricter 
sensé of his own claims to considération, might 
liave thought it somewhat presumptuous of 
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an illiterate old dealer in lathes and plaster 
to intrude upon privacy alike studious and 
invaluable, might hâve resented the supposi- 
tion ihat he was merely the middle man in a 
business transaction^ to be hustled hither and 
thither precisely as the transacting parties 
might see fit; but Acts being for ail hîs 
devemess something less than viaionaiy- 
what Aunt ïlachel would call '* high-flying " 
— ^no despiser of the commonplace, took no 
offence at Mr. Joliffe's outspokenness, neither, 
in the superiority of his attainmente, or the 
brilliance of his scholarship, determined to 
break his promise as soon as made. 

No ; dinner over, he put on his boots, his- 
doak, hîs hat, and star^ed for Shobdon at a 
brisk pace, and with ail the good-will in the 
world — good-will bred of a sensé of obligation 
imited with désire, than which I doubt 
whether there is a more delightful in the 
whole range of human émotions. 

The day, though not so brîght as its im- 
médiate predecessors, was still feiirly fine, and 
the white and brown and green landscape, 
green with the ample leaves of " roots,'* acres 
of ragged and not too well smelling cabbages, 
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among which would occasîonally be penned 
sundiy tens and twenties of bleating sheep, 
afforded ihe eyes of the pedestrian a sober 
pleaâure not quite without its value, reckoned 
in the scale of unartificial enjoyments. 

Acts did not essay the fields to-day ; for 
one thîng they would be almost impassable, by 
reason of the snow, which still lay about bright 
and spotless, as if " waiting fop more," said 
Mrs. Forbes ; and indeed, if the glass went up 
but two degrees it seemed almost certain that 
another fall would take place, the sky being 
overspread with that peculiar pallor seldom 
barren of such resuit ; for another, he had to 
call at Gregory's, tea and sugar having sud- 
denly run short, which would oblige him to ga 
into the town ; and thirdly, he preferred tho 
high road simply as a matter of choice, for if 
there was a spot on earth the existence of " 
which he remembered with reluctance, that 
spot was situate beneath King^s Tree. 

Since Chrîstmas an unexpected, and to some 
extent unreasonable, but nevertheless quite 
perceptible, change had taken place in the 
mental attitude of this strange man. 

It is possible that being, even when thereto* 
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teulpted by the specious pleadings of désire, 
little given to clothe fact either in the many- 
tinted robe of imagination or the deforming 
garb of préjudice, he may hâve gradually stolen 
upon the discovery that even if Jacob did by 
dint of force and parental authority compel 
Tryphena to become his wife, her heart would 
never be his, that from his wedding-day he 
must live irf a perpétuai state of siège, ever 
fearing reprisai, ever on his guard lest the 
enemy — ^that enemy whose strongest ally was 
second in command within the fortress — should 
43woop down, swarm in over outworks and 
bastions, and violently sack and pillage and 
destroy his sole remaining refuge under the 
sun. 

" So long as that man is alive," had mused 
Acts as he sat by the fire on Christmas night, 
sat on and on, long afber Mrs. Forbes had 
crept upstairs, long after his usual bed-time, 
he had so much to think off, '* I could never 
legitimately know an hour's peace, for when 
she was asleep she would be dreaming of him, 
and when she was awake her mind would be 
harbouring him. Is it worth while to burden 
one's self with such miseries for the sake of 
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any créature that ever was bom ? I do not 
helîeve that I could put up with it quietly, 
either ; it would anger me at last, and then I 

might — I might " But he did not care to 

follow up that possibility ; for it hurt him to 
find that he could so much as question the 
bliss of being thus tormented. Something of 
this was floating in his mind, but quite 
vaguely, so that he did not exactly know why 
he spoke or what he meant, except that he 
wished to condone past offences — I am afraid 
that praise was ever a little too dear to Acts — 
during that conversation held with Aunt 
Kachel in the Grange parlour on Tuesday 
aftemoon, Tryphena's unexpected assertion of 
independence having re-awlned thèse pain- 
fui doubts and certainties, luUed for a while 
to quiesceace by the hum of passîng interests. 
On Sunday moming, when thinking over 
his day's work as he dressed, he resolved that 
unless he noted marked indications of a 
change^ he would not allow himself, either by 
Personal inclination or persuasion, to be drawn 
into forcing his society on one for whom it 
possessed clearly so little value. No, he 
would shift front, stand upon his rights, 



158 ROSE AND RUE, 

rights acquired as minister and spiritual 
guide, likewise the object of respectfbl solid- 
tude and affection on the part of those at 
least as well qualified to judge of a man's 
merits as a yoong and unsophisticated woman, 
who had scarcely stirred bejond the boun- 
daries of her native parish. 

How Sunday justified this sage resohition 
yon already know. No token of a désire for 
reconciliation could be descried on Tryphena's 
cahn, pale face ; not once did their eyes meet, 
offcen as he looked at her — ^not even during 
the sermon, which he had vowed within him- 
self, as he shut his Bible, and clasped lus 
hands behind him, and considered the struc- 
ture of his initial sentence, should be of so 
rousing a nature, so rich in home truths, that 
she, timid soûl, must perforée start and re- 
cognize their origin. Alas ! wrecked vow. 
And to-day, as he walked briskly along be- 
twixt the snow-garlanded hedges, ahnost as 
iair as in their summer glory, Mr. Latchet 
ihought that, if occasion served during his 
talk with Jacob, he would — well, he would 
get rid of some of thèse mental thoms and 
nettles which had of late sprung up with such 
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noxious fertility, obscuring a man's intellect^ 
even interfering with appetite and the proper 
performance of professional dutîes. 

That he might be nursing disappointment ; 
that Mr. Fowke might be away at some one 
of the marfcets, which he from time to time 
would honour with his présence, just as an 
encouragement to trade, and proof of the con- 
tinued stability of thîngs ; or at Chadlington 
disposing of wool ; or at Lîss, superintending 
the breaking up of certain arable land which 
he had recently taken upon lease of Margetts 
the grazier, never struck our wayfarer as 
possible until he was in sight of the tower of 
Shobdon Church, and then but lightly — there 
was so Httle doing at that time of the year, 
specially during this particular week, people 
being too much taken up with their boys and 
girls just home from school, their grand- 
children, their married sons and daughters, 
to hâve time to spare for, or thoughts to 
ihrow away on, business. 

Still, when on passing Long Clearing, a 
hilly field now devoted to mangold wurzel, 
but in summer glad with the sweet breath of 
beans — Tryphena would stroU up there of a 
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July nîght, on purpose to regale lier nose 
wititi that most adorable of odours — ^he caught 
sight of a man on a stout brown horse — a 
man not bard of récognition, a horse as readily 
known to be Brown Peter as tbough that 
homely cognomen were painted in big white 
letters upon bis sleek plump side, and a téle- 
scope had been at hand to view him through 

I will not say that the minister was sorry. 

He did not wish to call at the Grange, though 
prepared to do so sooner than let go bis pur-^ 
pose, the manner of bis last exit from that 
substantial dwelling-place not baving been 
such as to render the notion of re-entry toa 

seductive. 

Quitting the bigh road (Long Clearing lay 
to the left of the sign-post, about a mile from 
the village), he pushed open the briar-gar- 
nished gâte — ^briar-gamished by John in dé- 
fiance of sbeep-stealers, certain valuable ewes 
being penned among the roots— near to where 
.Mr. Fowke was laying down the la w with that 
majestic simplicity of diction and enviable 
positivity at once indicative of and natural ta 
the bom law-giver, and made bis way along 
the narrow path which, skirting the hedge. 
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led by a somewhat circuitous détour to the 
upper part of the field. 

**Hi!" shouted Jacob, espying the très- 
passer. 

Acts waved hîs hat. 

Tightening his hold on the bridle, Mr. 
Fowke rode slowly some little way down- 
hiU. 

" I was just wishing," exclaimed he, as^ 
they came within earshot of each other^ 
" that you'd look in to-day. I Ve been want- 
ing to see you ail the week." 

" Indeed !" smiled the minister, and paused. 



roi'. I^* 11 




CHAPTER X 

A DABKEB SHADOW IN THE 8HABE. 

" ES5p?^ HAVE had, observed the minîster, 

when a few moments had elapsed, 
" a visit from Joliffe. He called 
on me thîs moming to ask what was to be 
done about the bricks/* 

" Bricks !" echoed Jacob, knitting bis brows 
— " what bricks ?" 

" The bricks for the chapeL'* 

Mr. Fowke's face hardened. 

*^ He's in a vast hurry," said he, at length ; 
*' I shan't begîn to build before the spring/' 

" Like the birds," smiled Acts ; " possibly, 
ho wever, he may want to send in this quarter's 
orders ail at once^ so as to make sure of not 
running short/* 

'' H'm !" growled Jacob, " TU tell ye what 
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he does want — ^he wants my money to pay his 
son's debts with, and he may want. Damme, 
do you think l'm going to pay for work twice 
over — ^work, too, that's not even begun, and 
may never be begun for aught I know ? You 
must take me for a soft un 1'* 

Acts shook bis bead. He could, be tbougbt, 
well afford to face tbat imputation. 

" Wbat's the estimate ?" inquired Mr. 
Fowke, at lengtb, tapping tbe toe of bis rigbt 
boot witb bis riding-wbip. 

Acts unbuttoned bis cloak. 

" I brougbt it over for you to see/' said be, 
plunging bis band into bis breast-pocket ; 
" tbere/' producing a bulky pocket-book and 
selecting tbence a slip of blue paper, wbicb be 
gave to Mr. Fowke. 

" Humpb !'* grunted tbat gentleman, wben 
be bad acquainted bimself witb its contents, 
'' and plenty, too. Well, 111 keep it— 'twiU 
do to refer to — but as for buying bricks now, 
tbe next time you see Joliflfe, just you teU 
bim, witb my compliments, tbat wben Mr. 
Ben^s safe lodged in Dorcbester gaol be may 
expectanorder." 

** Poor old Joliffe I" smiled tbe minister ; 

11—2 
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** ît must be a sore trial to be openly disgraced 
and defied by one's only son." 

"Why dont he kick the rascal ont o' 
doors ? Catch a son o' mine defying me, or a 
daughter either, for the matter of that. But 
the man's an ass. He's brought his troubles 
on himself, and let him bear them. Better 
men than him hâve had to do the same. " 

'* Yes," agreed Acts ; " the worst of it is 
that the weakest are, as a rule, the most 
troubled." 

*' Ail their own faults," was the prompt re- 
joinder, " what right hâve they got to be weak 
to start with ?" 

" Inhérent," smiled Mr. Latchet. 

Jacob shrugged his shoulders. 

" Ha,'' said he ; '' well, l'U tell ye what I 
should do with such if I had my way. I should 
just smother 'em, for fools are a deal more mis- 
ehievous than knaves, in my opinion, and for 
this reason : a knave does the harm he means 
to and then stops, whereas a focVs at it always. 
But what became of you on Sunday V- 

The minister lifted his hat. 

" I retumed to Coatham immediately after 
service," he answered, at length. 
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" You did 1" said Jacob ; " and why T 

But Acts kept silence. To tell the truth, 
he did not care to say plainly, " I knew that 
I was not wanted." 

Mr. Fowke's eyes grew critical. 

That the man's vanity had been set on edge 
by something which had happened either on 
Siinday or during the preceding week was as 
apparent as though written in round-hand on 
his downcast countenance. 

" Well/' observed Jacob presently, rising in 
his stirrups, and resettling himself in the 
saddle, " 'twas a pity you did not look in. 
Twon't do for you to be over bashful ;" this 
with a grin. 

Acts clasped his hands tightly over the 
knotted head of his thick walking-stick. 

"I hâve been thinking/' he said, and 
paused. 

Jacob waited for^him to continue. 

*' I hâve been considering/' he went on, 
"whether, after ail, it would not be wiser 
to '' 

*' You want to hark back ?" broke forth Mr. 
Fowke, irefuUy. 

*'Hushl" said Acts, andlooked round at John 
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and Peter Batt, who were making theîr way 
slowly towards the gâte. 

" Pooh !'' scofiFed the master — and bade the 
men bestir themselves in a tone which peremp- 
torily forbade hésitation. When a labourer's 
notion of celerity failed to coincide with that 
held for the time being by this freeholder of 
British soil, it was his play fui habit to quicken 
that labourer's perceptions by divers cuts with 
his riding-whip over the shoulders, legs, head 
— ^any part of the agricultural person, in fact, 
which might be conveniently placed for the 
réception of such monitions. And the poor 
slavish créatures showed no resentment ; nay, 
would laugh among themselves when his back 
was turned, and hold odd discussions as to 
what did actually constitute the différence 
'twixt one man and another. Once mischief 
ail but arose from this engaging practice. Abe 
Bennett — brother to Will, Martha s sweet- 
heart that used to be — having gotten a slash 
for crooked ploughing, let go the tiller, and 
tuming fiercely, iSsts doubled, on the aggressor, 
dared him to do that again so long as they 
two lived — was indeed with great difficulty 
restrained by John, being a hot-tempered 



ROSE AND RUE. 167 

fellow^ and reckless as a maddened animal, 
from avenging the insuit there and then, 
after a manner which must hâve proved 
equally disastrous for ail parties. Two years 
afterwards, having scarce bread to eat, and 
being shut out from ail chances of employment 
— you may be sure Jacob Fowke was not slow 
to make known his version of the case — Abe 
took ship for America, since which time he had 
not been heard of. " Murderous scoundrel V 
said Shobdon Grange. "Poor lad," said 
Shobdon. But this little circumstance did 
not tend to increase the respect or decrease 
the awe entertained by the one for the 
other. 

" Abe weer just stairved out," John would 
still assert over hîs Saturday-night half-pint ; 
" and stairved out's what every one on us 'ud 
be if we was to do the saam." 

So they sufiFered in silence, like the cowed 
beasts of burden that they were, each with 
his pack on his back, and on that pack seated 
the " missus" and the " famly." 

"And now/' said Jacob, when the briar- 
gamished gâte was dragged to, and he felt 
himself at liberty to talk as long and loudly 
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and freely as he pleased — '' and now perhaps 
you'll go on with what y ou were saying/* 

Thus stimulated, Mr. Latchet seemed to 
collect his thoughts. 

'* You see," remarked he at length, "I cannot 
blind myself to the fact that Tryphena^s at- 
tacliment to Mr. Valoynes îs as strong as ever." 

'' What of that ?" 

" This, that I do not care to plunge, eyes 
open, into a whîrlpool of domestic miseiy." 

Jacob's mouth tightened. 

For a while there was silence. In the 
west, one long red cloud, shaped like to a 
pen, made grayer the ceaseless gray ; on the 
white hills, in the sad woods, lay camped the 
vanguard of night ; occasionally a low bleat 
would anse from the vague groups of prisoned 
sheep, huddled up close together for the sake 
of warmth ; a hungered bird would chirp and 
flutter in the hedge ; higher up, there where 
the snow lay thin, you might, if you could 
get close enough, spy a shabby lark or two 
hopping about on the frozen eartli, and doing 
their best to earn an honest livelihood during 
the "off" season. It was very chill, very 
quiet, very deadening. 
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*' And so/' observed Mr. Fowke, at length, 
when he had, we will présume, reconnoitred 
his position, ** you'd like me to go home 
and tell Tryphena that youVe altered your 
mind ?" 
. ^^ Not like," murmured Acts, deprecatorily. 

" What do words signify T came the fierce 
retort ; " thank God, I can get my living 
without being obliged to measure my speech 
like so much poison. AU I care for is mean- 
mg. 

" I, also," smiled the minister. 

" Then speak out, will you ?" 

" I am willing that you should adopt the 
course you mention." 

*'Tell my girl that youVe given up the 
thoughts of marrying her ?" 

" Yes." 

" Good ! Well, then, perhaps l'd better 
tell you that that's a message l'il never carry, 
neither will let be carried. YouVe put every- 
thing on marrying the girl, and the girl you 
shall marry. Mark me. The girl you shall 
marry I" 

" But," exclaimed Acts, " you cannot sup- 
pose that " 
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'^ I suppose nothiDg/' was the dogged an- 
swer, " I know ; and I know this, as my son- 
in-law your tongue's tied, for you're a deuced 
sight too long-headed to knock down the 
house that shelters you. As tliings stand, 
you're free to say and do just as you please. 
I can take my measure of a n)an as well as 
any lawyer in England." 

*^ Or imagine you can/' retorted Mr. Latchet, 
not without warmth; "whether I become your 
son-in-law or not, you may be very certain 
that I shall never again mix or meddle in 
your aflSiirs. Indeed, nothing would delight 
me so much as to wipe their odious memory 
clean out of my mind altogether. I do assure 
you it is no pleasure to me to handle foulness 1" 

" That's aU very fine," responded Mr. 
Fowke, coolly ; " you came poking your nose 
into what did not concem you. You named 
your own price. Confound it, man, do you 
think l'm going to go ail the days of my life 
in fear of you ? You stick to your bargain. 
The girl shall call you master before Lady 
Day.» 

" What's the use of her calling me master 
if she calls Valoynes lord ?" exclaimed Acts, 
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hotly. " I tell you, I won't be driven into a 
corner. Peace of mind is as dear to me as ta 

you." 

" You're afraîd that she might play you false 
after you were married V 

The minister remained silent, but his face 
made confession. 

" You needn't be," said Jacob, quietly ; 
" there's never been a woman Fowke y et who 
brought that kind of shame on her family. 
One of 'em was burnt for witchcraft, and 

another at Smithfield; but be a ^^ (I 

would rather not write the word hère used.) 
"No ; that strain's not in our breed so far. 
I suppose," pursued he, after a pause, finding 
that Acts made no remark, *' that you' don't 
happen to hâve taken up with anybody else 
by chance ?" 

A smile. 

" Because l'd like to be safe on that point 
Jirst. You gay young parsons are ticklLsh 
subjects." 

" You may make your mind quite easy," was 
the placid answer. 

Jacob paused. 

'*There was a.time," said he, presently,. 



i 
i 



172 ROSE AND RUE. 

eyeing his whip, and assuming an air of non- 
chalance which, to tell the truth, seemed 
somewliat of a misfit, " when I used to fancy 
that you and Rachel were a bit sweet on each 
other." 

Mr. Latchet looked up in vague astonish- 
ment. 

" Ah !" smiled Jacob, " another of my 
blunders. It doesn't matter. Ail I meant 
was that if you had any idea of making up to 
her again you were — '' (" I never had such an 
idea," icily) — "you were reckoning without 
your host, for treachery's just the one thing 
Fowkes never can get over. Open enmity 
they'U stand up to, and dislike they'U find 
«xcu^es for, but treachery — treachery they 
hâte ; recollect that !" 

" Why ?" questioned Acts, as bold as brass 
— "why should I recollect anything of the 
sort ? What is it to me ?" 

Jacob nodded. 

" Don't you let it be," said he, with strange 
gravîty, " that's ail. You'd better corne up 
to the house now ; IVe pretty well made an 
€nd of what IVe got to do, I think," twisting 
round, one hand on Brown Peter's back, his 
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eyes roaming meditatively aboufc the upper 
portion of the field. 

" No, thank you," replîed Acts, stiffly, " I 
must go home," and turned away as he 
spoke. 

" That's a pity," said Mr. Fowke ; " 'twas 
a good thing those ewes weren't sheared last 
month. I told Tapp he'd better let 'em be, 
for we should hâve a wintèr y et. Don't you 
say anything to Joliflfe if you see him. 111 
settle ail that ;" this proceeding to the gâte. 

" Very well/' responded the minister, but 
his tone was scarcely that of thanksgiving, the 
culture of émotion being, I regret to say, in 
advance of his powers just at présent. 

Arrived in the road, Jacob made a last 
assault on resolution. 

" Come," exclaimed he, with fine hospitable 
openness, '* put your best foot foremost ; 'tis 
but a step." 

Acts smiled. 

" No, thank you,'* he reiterated ; " I dôn't 
want to drive Tryphena out of doors again." 

" Again T echoed Jacob. 

" Yes, again. On Tuesday, when she caught 
sight of me through the window (she had just 
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corne in from the village), she tumed and fled 
as though I were the arch fiend himself," with 
a bitter little laugh. ^^ Didn't Miss Fowke tell 
you r 

" No !" answered Jacob ; " sbe said that you 
had called, but nothing more." 

" You see/' observed Acts, dryly, " my con- 
clusions are not quite unjustifiable. I hâve 
some slight ground for appréhension." 

Jacob seemed to medîtate. 

" H'm !" ejaculated he at length, " well, I 
must look to it. You leave it to me. Good- 
night." 

" Good-night," rejoined Acts, and pressing 
his hat tîght down upon his head — the wind 
had got up whîle they had been talking — 
started Coathamwards forthwith. 

" So much the worse for her I" muttered 
Mr. Fowke beneath his set teeth, as he trotted 
brîskly towards the Grange, and drove his 
spurs into Brown Peter's sides in a way which 
intimated the nature of his thoughts with suf- 
ficient cleamess. 

So much the worse for her ! 



CHAPTER XI. 



ON THE WHEEL. 



HEN Mr. Fowke, wïiîp in hand, 
quitted the stable-yard, having re- 
legated Peter to hîs stall, likewise 
supplied him with food and drînk — ^if this 
grim, sardonic old man loved any livîng créa- 
ture, that créature was assuredly his horse — 
the short day of eight hours had almost faded 
into nîght, and the evening star hung lamp- 
wise in the east. 

Through the kitchen window beamed the 
bright face of flame, charging the outside 
gloom with homely pleasantness, rousing — as 
firelight so seen does ever rouse, I think — 
memories, warm, cheerful, silent as itself. 

Mr. Fowke, however, as became one of his 
high standing, was quite above the weakness 
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of d welling fondly on the past. AU he thought 
of when he noted that ruddy blaze was thafc 
they must be buming wood enough to bum 
an ox ; also that he'd put a stop to that before 
he was many minutes older.' 

But no sooner had he flung open the back 
door than a sight met his eyes whîch for the 
moment deprived him of power of utterance. 

By the fire stood Tryphena, in her two 
hands an open letter — ^yes, a letter — a great, 
thickly-written letter, the which she was read- 
ing with ail her mîght. 

He soon recovered himself, however. 

" So," exclaimed he, striding up to her, as 
she started and cried out, and vainly strove to 
find her pocket, " IVe caught y ou at last !" 
and gripping hold of her right arm, wrenched 
her prize out of her grasp. 

But she would not let it go without a 
struggle, she tried to get it back from him. 

" Out of the way !'* he shouted, thrusting 
his elbow savagely against her bosom, which 
made her gasp a little and turn pale, and flung 
it into the fire — right into the heart of that 
great fire, which caught at it greedily, and ate 
it up with immense relish to the uttermost 
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morsel. Tryphena shrieked as though it were 
a living thing. 

" Oh, for shame !" exclaimed she — " oh,, 
cruel — cruel !" and panted and wrung her 
hands, and finally fell a sobbing so that y ou 
might hâve heard her at the top of the house. 
She did not care what she did, she ^ould tear 
her hair, she would fling herself down on the 
floor and beat her braîns out on the stones. 
Her dear letter — her dear letter. Only hers 
since moming, and burnt— burnt ! 

" Stop that noise 1" commanded Jacob. 

But she sobbed on. 

" Stop it, I tell y ou !" reiterated he, stamp- 
ing his foot. 

*• I can't 1" she gasped — ^her face buried in 
her hands, her shoulders heaving con vulsively ; 
"I had but one thing to care for in the= 
world, and — ^youVe robbed me of it, and — and 
my — ^hea — heart is broken !" and a fresh out- 
burst. 

" Ail the better !" was the unmoved answer^ 
" set your will the example." 

Tryphena turned away, and walked towards 
the door. She did not know that she did so ; 
she knew nothing save that her head throbbed 

VOL. III. 12 
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as if it would burst, and that she could not 
draw a long breath to save her life. 

" You turn round !" exclaimed Mr. Fowke, 
wrought to fury by this, as he deemed it, 
firesh act of insubordination, "and listen to 
what I ve got to say to you. None of your 
high-tragedy airs for me. You obey, or III 
make you, and that shortly, and in a way you 
won't fancy." 

The girl gazed at him out of her poor wet 
eyes, as mîght an ewe lamb gaze at a wild 
beast who was about to spring on her. 

"Ay/' said he, "you may stare. IVe 
heard of your behaviour on Tuesday." 

" I only got out of the way," she pleaded, 
tremulously. 

" And what business had you to get out of 
his way ? Isn't he your accépted husband ? 
Don't I mean that you should marry him ? 
Marry him soon, too. TU hâve no shilly- 
shallying. Buy the ring, and get to church. 
The quîcker the better." 

" But I wiU never marry him !" cried she, 
desperately ; " I will drown, bum, starve, but 
I will never marry that man. I hâve said so, 
and I will hold to it. If you are fierce and 
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obstinate, I am your daughter — I can be fiérce 
and—" 

Slash fell the knotted thong of a man's 
rîding-whîp athwart her face, stainÎDg one 
cheek blood red, cuttîng her lips as 'twere a 
knife. 

The garden gâte banged. 

Martha stood on the doorstep. 

Jacob eyed her in sullen silence ; she eyed 
them both. 

"Lor' a mercy me !*' exclaimed she, at length, 
gazing ruefuUy at Tryphena's ensanguined 
countenance, "whatever is the matter? 
Why, Miss Phenie," in a tone of mingled 
sorrow and vexation, "what canyon *ave been 
a doin' for the maister to 'ave to punish you 
Uke that ?" 

But Tryphena only shook her head. 

" She 's a rebellions hnssy," said Jacob, 
sternly, " and deserves not one eut, but fifty. 
Corne, march off I" twisting her round towards 
the door. 

" Weer T demanded Martha., with some 
asperity. 

" Where !" echoed Mr. Fowke — '• where I 
please." 

12- -2 
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At that moment Aunt Eachel entered from 
the hall. She had gone upstairs to change 
her dress at the veiy moment that Jacob had 
tumed the key in the stable-door — a circmn- 
stance insignîficant in itself, yet of relative 
value, Tryphena having been led thereby into- 
that indiscrétion which had already been pro- 
ductive of results not qnite unnoteworthy,. 
and the ultimate conséquences of which, wha 
dare prédétermine ? 

"Oh, 'Miss Rachel," exclaimed Martha, 
tuming to the new-comer, who paused, brows 
lifted, eyes dilate, " do you beg the maister 
not to be so onmçrciful. Young folks is so 
apt to " 

"Get along," growled Jacob, driving the 
girl before him as he might one of his cherished 
swine, "l've had enough of your impudence for 
some time past," and pushed her sobbing 
through the doorway. Miss Fowke standing 
aside in grim passivity. 

Martha's face crimsoned. She made a step 
forward, but habit proved stronger even than 
affection. She dared not confront her land- 
lord. 

" Oh dear — oh dear !" exclaimed she, dis- 
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tressfully, " what is to be done ? Don't you 
ttink that you could — ^that you ought to in- 
terfère, *m r 

Aunt Rachel walked to the fireplace and 
took a spill from a china jar on the mantel- 
shelf. 

" It is seldom wîse to interfère between 
parents and children/' said she, frigidly, 
straightening the wick of a half-consumed 
candie. Martha^s mouth grew scomful ; she 
<juite hated the woman for her indifférence. 

" Wise !" echoed she, aggrievedly ; " you 
wouldn*t catch me stoppin' to think what was 
wise if I knew a poor thing's life to be in 
danger." 

" Tryphena's life is not in danger that I am 
aware of," was the gelid answer. 

" 'Er mouth's ail eut open at aU events," 
retorted Miss Tapp, tajrtly, " and 'er pretty 
face swelled and wealed fit to make your 'eart 
ache only to look at it. And what's she done, 
I should like to know ? — ^nothin', l'il bet, but 
be true to 'im she loves." 

" It seems to me," said Miss Fowke, still in 
the same chill tone, " that you had better go 
home." 
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Martha, with a flounce, turned to the door» 

" It's the first time," remarked she, " that 
IVe been told that," and walked a little way> 
head very high in air ; then ail of a sudden, 
in the most startling manner imaginable — 
really there was no end to the pranks and 
freaks of this quite unaccountable young 
woman — she faced round, her eyes fuU of 
tears, her hands clasped, her entire appearance 
that of one overwhelmed with grief, and 
sobbed out, - 

" Oh, but, Miss Rachel, do, for pity's sake, 
see that no 'arm cornes to that poor child !" 

And Aunt Rachel turned away, and snuffed 
the candie, and smiled curiously. 

Nevertheless, scarcely was Martha — sick- 
ened, perplexed, terrified Martha — out of the 
house, than she caught up that candie and 
sped off upstairs, looking as anxious as she 
well could. But she would not be taught her 
duty — no, not by any one. 



\ 



CHAPTEK XII. 

MTXED WITH SAD WONDER. 

N dire distress of mind, nay, crying- 
bitterly, did Martha make her way 
home. To see Miss Phenie ill- 
treated, or what she thought iU-treated, hurt 
her worse than could hâve the severest of in- 
juries inflicted on her own person. " l'd ra- 
ther that 'e 'ad knocked my 'eàd oS" mused 
she, stumbling over a bîg stone, ^^ than laid a 
finger upon 'er." Moreover, was it not down- 
right brutal of any man to strike a woman — 
specially a father, and with a riding-whip, 
and over the face ? I tell you this very des- 
perate and outraged person could hâve cheer- 
fuUy slain Mr. Fowke had he chanced to cross 
her path at that moment — slain him and 



184 ROSE AND RUE. 

executed a pas de joie upon and about hîs 
corpse to celebrate her prowess. 

She was so fiery a lover. 

But be grief never so heartfelt, it will 
assuredly, being human, somewhere sustain a 
check. Again within the narrow limits of her 
home circle, or more strîctly speaking her own 
litfcle kitchen, Martha took off her bonnet and 
fihawl, hung them on theîr particular peg, 
roUed up her sleeves, tied on her apron, and 
set about the préparation of supper — ^which 
would to-night be a more sumptuous repast 
than usual, consisting of a bit of fat boiled 
pork and some leeks, Tom having attained 
his majority at three o'clock that afternoon — 
as briskly . as you could wish, for it went 
against her sensé of fitness that Miss Phenie 
should be held liable to misfortuûe. She was 
so différent to other girls, so much dearer, 
sweeter, more beautiful, that for her to be 
spoken of as in disgrâce or trouble seemed 
really quite improper, almost as though you 
were to make reflections on her character, or 
find fault with her features. 

" l'm not goin' to 'ave 'er name bandied 
about by every nunch in the place," meditated 
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Martha^ grimly, drawing John's chair to the 
table ; " I can keep my own counsel along o* 
any one, though I may be shown the door and 
treated like dirt. Fayther" — this aloud, step- 
ping out into the porch, and tuming towards 
the little washhouse whence proceeded a faint 
yellowish light, and noise as of wood choppîng 
— " supper's ready." 

" So be I !'' called John, and throwingdown 
his billhook, appeared therewith. 

" What did Miss Eachel say ?" inquired he, 
when the " relish" was dispensed, and Tom, 
in a clean smock, and the best of tempers, 
iad signified his intention of " showin' 'em 'e 
were twenty-one in one way at any rate" — 
*^ do she want I to-morrer V 

Martha blew hard at a potato. 

" She weer too busy to say," answered she, 
at length ; " but you can step np in the 
mornin'. ** 

" Ail right !" replied John. 

You need not be a Machiavelli to circumvent 
J. Tapp. 

Between the public and private conduct 
of we poor mortals, however, there seldom 
•exists any very outrageons degree of same- 



186 ROSE AND EVE. 

ness, luckily, I thînk, for those ivhose society 
we affect. 

To see Martha sitting there, her elbows on 
the table, her chin supported on her clasped 
hands, her squirrel-like eyes — a little " eut by 
the wind," she averred, when questioned by 
Tom as to the cause of their occasional water- 
iness — tumed now on "fayther" as he told 
how " he served old Drake's ram" — a spirited 
and entertaining history, which I much regret • 
cannot hère meet with the attention it deserves 
— foUowed up by how "mother" got away from 
Sweet William, the brindled buU; now on 
Tom, as he, with the fine hopefulness of youth, 
which it seems to me is about as beautiful a 
thing as you can well find out of a glass case, 
talked grandly of ail he meant to do when — 
when — when — 0, slyest of adverbs ! — to see 
Martha, I say, then, thus serenely baskiug in 
the sunshine of the hearth, you would swear 
she was the happiest of living women. To 
see her an hour later, could you persuade 
yourself to violate the privacy of her little 
bed-chamber, you might be led to entertain a 
somewhat différent opinion. Not that she 
stayed up, or wept aloud, or paced the floor. 
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or in any dramatic or grand or original manner 
drew attention to the fact that slie was in 
the depths of woe. There were others m the 
house beside herself — others of high station 
in her universe, to whom sleep was more 
precious than fine gold. No ; she went to 
bed quietly enough, and even slept after a 
fashion, and the clock had struck two ; but 

her dreams 

Let me tell you one, just as a sample of 
the images elbowing each other through her 
vexed mind. Well, then, she dreamt that 
having strayed into a very dark place, how 
or where she knew not, she walked on and on, 
through never-ending passages, till she came to 
a flight of stairs, narrow, and dark also, and 
leading dowuwards. And as she stood won- 
dering what she should do next, whether it 
would not be better to tum back, some one 
called " Martha." Whereat, plucking up her 
courage, hkewise her skirts, for ugly créatures 
crawled and flitted hère and there, she 
plunged boldly into the gloom — to fall, and 
fall, and fall head-foremost down into a sort 
of cell, lit by a slit in the wall. And in this 
cell, she not being any the worse for her 



188 ROSE AND BUE. 

sudden flight, found near the window a heap 
of women s clothes, which, on nearer inspec- 
tion, she saw hung upon a skeleton — ^terrible 
fleshless hands protruding through the gown 
sleeves — one terrible fleshless foot sticking 
out from beneath the petticoats. And moving 
the shocking object with her foot, there came 
to light a head, not yet a skuU, and on this 
head grew soft dark hair, and from the black- 
•ened lips ran a small stream of blood. And 
as Martha gazed, the eyes opened, and they 
were blue — they were the eyes of Miss Try- 
phena. Whereupon, with a great cry, she 
woke, sitting boit upright, and shaking like 
one smitten with the palsy. 

" Good Lord !" said she, wiping her damp 
face, and got up and dressed forthwith, though 
it was but half-past four, and you could not 
see your hand in front of you. Another of 
those subterranean joumeys, and she might 
pafis the remainder of her existence in no less 
palatial an abode than the county lunatic 
asylum. 

By ten o'clock on Friday, having made an 
«nd of her house work, and wrought her per- 
ceptive faculties to a high state of sensibility 
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by assidu ously running her elbows against the 
corners of open drawera, driving her knees 
against the sharp edges of chairs, upsetting 
ketUes into the fire, and, lastly, knocking- 
down the china shepherd who, with his dog 
by his side, had unmolested kept guard on the 
thîrd shelf of the dresser for more than two 
décades — ^by ten o'clock on Friday, I say, our 
poor Patty was as cross as any two sticks in 
the United Kingdom, and ready to tear the 
eyes ont of the least oflfensive person she could 
encounter. This is always the way with your 
warm-hearted people when their small worlds 
wag askew. Still, though I bemg — or how 
else shonld I dare to handle the pen of the 
historian? — utterly above the compréhension of 
human frailty, can see nothing in the présent 
conduct of this déplorable young wpman but 
food for censure alike severe and nécessitons, 
seriously between ourselves there does reaUy 
seem some slight cause why she should betray 
irritation — why she should even smash the 
china shepherd's nose, no fitter w^ay of saying 
" I am a misérable créature" just then pre- 
senting itself. For if Miss Phenie was in 
trouble last nîght it is pretty certain that she 
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is in trouble thîs morning, and that reflectbn 
alone îs suflSciently embitterîng ; besides, where 
isshe? The Grange i8 a bighou8e,c«ntaining 
•cellars and attîcs almost unknown, save by tra- 
dition, even to those who inbabit it. 

"'E may 'ave driven 'er into the Blue 
Lady's Chamber," meditated Martha, " ont of 
which, if you corne at ail, you corne ravin^ 
mad ; or 'e may 'ave shut 'er up in the black 
'oie at the bottom of the cellar stairs, weer 
they do say Cracked Tom weer put after 'e 
stole the silver salt-cellar. Theer's never no 
tellin' what a man'll do 'oo's in one of them 
black rages. Dear, 'tis quite terrible. I must 
get at the truth some'ow or I shall lose my 
sensés, wakin' as well as sleepin' " — she had 
not forgotten that vision of the night, you 
see — and therewith whipped round from the 
window out of which she had been gazing, 
arms akimbo, just as she gazed at Chummy 
and Beauty frolicking among the cabbages 
exactly one month ago, and plucked down her 
bonnet and shawl, for — she must get at the 
truth somehow. 

It was raining when she set out for the 
Grange, and as she made her way along 
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the miry road, the rain changed to sleet, and 
the sleet to snow. But what cared she for 
that ? Each. flake mîght hâve been a buUet 
and she would hâve plodded on unscared. 
There was no sacrifice too tremendous, no 
danger too appalling, to be faced on behalf of 
Miss Tryphena. This unhappy person was, I 
think, rather crazed on the count of Miss 
Tryphena. Neither was it until she found 
herself in view of her destination— a some- 
what bleak and chill and prison-Uke desti- 
nation seen through shifting white, under a 
sky of ink — that she troubled herself to con- 
sider what plea she should advance in exténu- 
ation of this her second appearance in the 
space of twenty-four hours, after the very 
broad, not to say positive, intimation that her 
absence was held préférable to her présence, 
delivered by Aunt Rachel on the preceding 
evening. 

The errand she had then been bound on, 
though ultimately left unaccompUshed, owing 
to certain unforeseen events, was in itself 
genuine enough. John having desired her to 
step up and ask Miss Fowke if she wanted 
him to look to the garden on the morrow. 
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Thîs inquiry, however, had doubtless now 
been made, and a substitute was not easily 
discoverable. 

"Well," thought Martha, at length, "I 
shall just tell the truth. They know, or they 
ought to, what friends weVe always been, and 
surely, seein' 'ow things stand, 'tis no greatBin 
to feel a bit anxious." 

So scroop went the garden-gate, and away 
she clattqjred in her pattens up the rough path, 
as unconcerned, to ail outward seeming, as 
though she were overseer-general of house- 
holds and comptroUer of matters domestic 
throughout the length and breadth of Great 
Britain, by right of letters patent sîgned G. R. 

Her temerity, however, was not destined to 
be put to any very severe test, for scarcely 
had she reached the back door when it was 
opened by Miss Fowke, the skirt of her brown 
gown thrown over her head, in her hand a 
wooden bowl fuU of boiled rice. She was 
going to feed the fowls. 

For a moment or two they stood and eyed 
each other. 

" Well," said Aunt Rachel, at length, " and 
what hâve you corne about ?" But her tone 
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was not encouragîng, neither the form of her 
countenance — rather sour, in fact, aDd indi- 
cative of an inclination to bid persons go 
about their businesses. 

" 'Ow is Miss Phenie ?" inquired Martha, 
following unconsciously the example of that 
canny Scot who, when puzzled how to reply 
to some too searching question, would meet 
the difficulty by " asking anither/' 

Aunt Rachel looked quite surprîsed. 

** Tryphena !" she echoed — " how is Try- 
phena ? Why, just as usual, of course l" 

" Then pYaps I can speak to 'er ?" 

" No, that you can't 1" 

"Then," repeated Martha, doggedly — she 
was fond of saying ** then" when in a wailike 
mood — " I don^t believe she is as usual. As 
usual indeed !" not quite without contempt. 

" What do you mean ?" demanded Miss 
Fowke. 

Martha frowned suUenly at a gnarled old 
pear tree, frowned as though that distorted 
victim of east winds were her deadliest enemy» 
and she would wither it root and branch, 

"What do you mean?" reiterated Aunt 
Bachel. 

VOL. III. 13 
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** Let me see 'er." 

Miss Fowke compressée! ter lips, 

**You'd best go homel" observed ehe, 
fiigidly ; " Tryphena tas something else to do 
than waste lier tîme chattering to you ;" and 
sped towards the gâte. 

" Ay/' sneered Martha, *' l'U warrant that." 

**Martha Tapp," said Aunt Eachel, stop- 
ping short and tuming on that nntoward 
person eyes wherein dwelt something less than 
enmity, "take my advice. Don't come hère 
again until you're sent for." 

"Indeedl" scoffed the counselled, *-and 
why? What reason is there that I should 
keep away now, any " 

" There is no reason, only," wîth emphasis, 
** you are not wanted." 

" No !" exclaimed Martha, her face fervent 
•with bitter exultation — " no I nor anybody 
else who won't up'old black cruelty. . But I 
will come. l'U come, and come, and come ; 
don't you think to dishearten me." 

**Dishearten youl" echoed Aunt Rachel, 
*' why you must be gone crazy !" and tried to 
laugh, but unsuccessfuUy. 

" Ah," said Martha, " never mind, TU know 
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the righta of it some day. Poor thing''— the 
tears startîng to her eyes — "poor lamb, 

driven '^ 

" You fool 1" exclaimed Miss Fowke^ taxed 
beyond her strength, " what are you making 
ail this set-out about ? Don't I tell you that 
the girrs — 



» 



"Let me see *er, then/' crîed Martha, 
throwing back her head and striking an çttti- 
tude of défiance quite superb, if viewed at a 
proper distance. 

" No/' returned Aunt Rachel, " not if you 
were to ask it on your knees I*' and marched 
off to the poultry-yard, banging the little 
green gâte behind her as though she would 
level it to the earth. 

Martha smiled. 

She knew what that meant, she fancied. 

Saturday passed and Sunday came, and 
fitill no one saw or heard anything of Try- 
phena — no one, that is, who worked on the 
farm or had any doings with Miss Fowke. 
Mrs. Bond called at the Grange on Saturday 
moming to ask if Miss Phenie would mind 
giving Clary a call during the aftemoon as 
she did seem " so very low," and Aunt Rachel 

13—2 
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opened the door ; but ail the answer she 
would vouchsafe was that "She'd tell Try- 
phena.'* The widow was not satisfied, and 
informed Martha, whom she met subsequently, 
that she would much rather hâve seen Miss 
Phenie herself. That was the answer, how- 
ever, and none other could be got, neither 
was any further notice taken of the applica- 
tion. 

" It do seem strange, don't it, mother ?" said 
Clara, as the daylight faded and with it hope. 
Ever since noon she has been listening, ears 
astrain, for the sound of footsteps in the gar- 
don. " 'Tis so unlike 'er to set trouble against 
kindness, and she knows very well 'ow I 

do " but the words died away in a whim- 

per. 

The silver cord waxed tant. 

** Doan't ee fret," soothed Mrs. Bond, pat- 
ting the girl's thin shoulder — " 'twill only 
bring on the cough. Maybe Miss Fowke 
forgot.*' 

But she did not think that at ail likely. 
They were as puzzled the one as the other. 

" Did ye 'appen to see Miss Phenie ?" ques- 
tioned Martha, when John had sat him down 
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to hîs supper on Saturday nîght, after a long 
day among the Grange cabbage beds and fruit 
trees. 

" Noa/' replied he ; "I seed ne'er a one but 
Miss Eachel, and the maister, and ould 
Trimmer o' Spotworthy — 'e do get more 
cripply, I think, each. day 'e lives ! Give I a 
drop more gravy." 

" And did they neither on 'em say nowt V 
demanded the inquisitor, advancing, stewpan 
în hand. 

" ^Oo ?" inquîred John, gazing up at her in 
duU bewilderment. 

" Why, them sour krouts at the Grange.'* 

" What about ?" still stolidly. 

" Lor' !" exclaimed Martha, " one 'ud think 
you was a Frenchman — about Miss Phenie, to 
be sure." 

"Noa/' replied John, assuming his knife 
and fork and shaking his head ; " I can't 
rec'Ueck as 'er name weer mentioned." 

" Humph !" grunted Martha, and set to 
clearing the hearth as though she had but five 
minutes to live. Neither did her energy 
abate subséquent to the accomplishment of 
that important domestic office. She ran 
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liither and thîther, and straîghtened the 
chairs and flicked the dust from off the 
jugs and vegetable dishes, and ordered John 
to " look sharp and get done with his supper/' 
and finally whisked away that poor man's 
plate and mug before he had half finîshed 
with either, despîte his touching entreaties 
that he might at least be allowed to drink up 
his cider, in a manner which would, I am sure, 
hâve shaken your belief in the humane in- 
stincts, not of one young woman only, but 
humanity in gênerai, had you chanced to 
stand where stood the chronicler. 

" I think," observed John, .as a certain cup- 
board-door flew open, and this pitiless oppres- 
ser of the defenceless, going down upon her 
knees, declared her intention of " tumin' that 
inside out afore she slep', it being' a disgrâce 
to any décent family, and fit to breed a fever/* 
" that rd better go to bed," and with a great 
yawn rose up out of his chair. 

He and Patty had never had words but 
once since she was a girl, and then that cup- 
board had been at the bottom of it — ^that and 
a cracked teacup. 

And on Sunday it was just as bad. 



ROSE AND RUE. 19& 

No sooner was the breakfast on the table 
than it must be snatched off again ; to sit 
fitill for the space of one minute was a crime 
of 80 deep a dye that total annihilation 
seemed too slight a punishment ; to yawn was 
an act of heroism ; and to yenture even on the 
expression of individual opinion noi strictly 
féminine required no small degree of forti- 
tude. 

''What's the puddin* to be?" inquired 
Tom, who, being young and a man, would 
generally contrive to keep his head above the 
hottest of hot water. 

" Puddin' !" retorted Martha— *^ there'll be 
no puddin', of my makin', at least. I want to 
get done quick. I be goin to meetin'." 

Tom whistled. 

" Fayther/' called he to John, who was 
smoking a pipe under the porch, *^ 'ear till I. 
Patty be goin' to meetin'." 

" Lor 1" smiled John. 

" Well/' exclaimed Martha, " and what o' 
that ? D ye think IVe no more soûl nor that 
carrot !" seizing on a well-developed spécimen, 
and holding it up in apt illustration. 

But Tom had not attained his majority foi* 
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nothing, He only laughed and winked, and 
strolled out into the garden. 

" 'E's got a chest o' drawers," observed he, 
presently, putting his head in at the door, 
'* and 'ood enough for a table, and 'is grànd- 
mother s promised 'im a clock." 

**Pooh !" said Martha, and eut a tumip in 
half as if it were the chain of this gay youth's 
reasoning. 

Nevertheless, when he had, stîU laughing, 
disappeared, a smile played about her lips. 
They were good friends, thèse two. There 
was not such another lad in Shobdon, or, in- 
deed, the whole world, for the matter of that, 
as " our Tom,^' she would confidently affirm, 
though he '•' weer a bit of a tease, and apt to 
turn rusty when aggravated." And I wîll not 
take upon myself to pronounce that statement 
wholly valueless. 

Well, about five minutes to three, attired in 
a dark blue gown, eut short in the skirt so as 
to show a pair of stoutly-shod feet and an inch 
or two of gray stocking, a thick purple shawl 
with a green border, and a brown satin bonnet of 
the shape in vogue when the Princess Charlotte 
was a bride — armed, moreover, with a stalwart 
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nmbrella, and Bible swathed in a fair white 
liandkerchief — a ruddy-cheeked, resolute- 
lookiDg young woman might be seen to enter 
no less sélect a building than the Grange bam, 
aJso distributing certain grave nods of récogni- 
tion amongst those persons already assembled, 
to seat herself upon one of the back benches, 
lean forward, and cover her face with her hand 
for a brief space, as if engaged in prayer, and 
then to straighten herself up, look about her, 
and generally assume an air of placid interest 
alike natural and appropriate. 

As time elapsed, however, anxiety rather 
than curiosity became the dominant expres- 
sion of this young woman's countenance. She 
watched the door, too, with quite canine in- 
tensitv, and when the church bells "went 
down," as ran the local phrase, and Mr. 
Latchet made his appearance, something not 
unlike a frown settled on her brow, just as 
though — only that, of course, was quite im- 
possible — she had been looking for some one 
who should hâve corne, and had not. 

Service over — very little benefit could our 
victim of suspense hâve derived from the 
ministerial labours, plunging înto her Bible 
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with the first Word of the opening pétition, and 
continuing to read steadily therein, or seem 
to read, up to the close of the proceedings, 
ceasing only when compelled in obédience ta 
the universal voice to stand up and join in or 
listen to the singing of the hymns, of which 
there were three — service over, the faithful 
sought the door with their accustomed alacrity. 

Scarcely, however, had the foremost dwellers 
on " this side Jordan " made good their exit, 
than something, or somebody, stopped the way* 

" What is it ?" inquired Martha of Mrs. 
Kipps ; and '* What is it ?" inquired Mrs. 
Kipps of Mrs. Pope ; and " "What is it V in- 
quired they ail. A pause, a little pushing 
and impatience, and the mystery cleared up. 
In the midst of a small ring of eager faces 
stood Dicky Ludlow, sobbing piteously, hia 
face besmeared with tears, one arm raised to 
his eyes. 

" Why, Dicky,'' exclaimed Martha, laying 
her hand on the boy 's shoulder, ** what be the 
matter ?" 

'' She's dead," he spluttered ; " she died 
not 'alf an hour ago, just as l'd took she 
a egg. My duck laid it this moming. And 
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I weer to run and fet — hoo, hoo — ^fetch the 
minister." 

*' It's Clary Bond/' said Mrs. Kipps, who 
was one of those emphatic beings to whom 
doubt is hateful. 

" Ah/' observed Mrs. Pope, " and a blessed 
release/' 

Whereat Mrs. Kipps winked both eyes and 
shook her head meaningly. She was a lady of 
judgment was Mrs. Kîpps. 

Martha stood silent. 

" She weer so good/' sobbed Dicky, " and I 
did love she so. l'U never love any one else^ 
Oh, oh !" 

" Nothing amiss, I hope," hère observed the 
grave voice of Mr. Latchet. So they told him, 
somebody did. Mrs. Kipps, Mrs. Pope — ^not 
Dicky. No, Dicky was far too deep in his 
own grief to hâve words for any one ; and 
then the crowd parted, and he, Acts, walked 
out'thereof, away np the road — ^he was going 
straight to Mrs. Bond's — ^and Martha watched 
him — stonily. She felt quite dazed. The air 
seemed to thicken and grow rank with death. 

*' Poor young creatur','' sighed Mrs. Pope ; 
*^I remember" — and launched forth into a 
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biographical sketch of the dead girl's early 
days, which for minuteness might weU rival 
the labours of a Boswell. 

*' Ah!" said Mrs. Kipps, " I dessay — what's 
bred in the bone '11 corne out in the flesh ; and 
theyVe been a sad onfortinate fam'ly. But 
•do look at Martha — why, Martha !'' catching 
her by the arm, " be goin' to swound ?" 

" Lor, no !" smiled she, " I be only a bit 
^eved like." 

**I can't think what's corne to Patty o' 
late," observed Mrs. Kipps, looking back at 
her as they, she and Mrs. Pope, strolled off 
towards the village — " she's no more like what 
she used to be than you're like me. Tis my 
belief she wants a sweet'eart !" 

And Mrs. Pope laughed, and thought it not 
at ail onlikely, and wondered *oo there was, 
now that Tim Redman 'ad gone to Bridport, 
as might " do for 'er." 

One need not be a genius, you see, in order 
to be misunderstood. 

Left to herself — the multitude, Dicky still 
hero of the hour, having gradually receded in 
the wake of thèse good ladies — Martha seemed 
to consider the proximate issue of her goings. 
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Whilst dressing that morning — ^like one 
Charles Lamb thia troubled soul's most bril- 
liant moments were, as a rule, those spent 
before her looking-glass — the thought had 
struck her that in no way could she more 
readily or effectually test the validity of her 
appréhensions conceming Miss Phenie than by 
going to meeting and keeping her eyes open. 
" For/' argued she, " ef she be shut up, the 
maister won t let Miss Rachel bide alone wi*^ 
'er, lest she should let 'er out, and Miss Rachel 
won't leave the maister for fear o' what e' 
might do, 80 they'U both keep at 'ome just to 
watch each other." 

And they had kept at home. 

What should she do, then ? Should she^ 
stifling her anxiety as best she might, retum 
by the way she came, and patiently await the 
call of fate ; or emboldened by the possession 
of the very latest intelligence, which, as is 
weU known, will atone for sufficiently grave 
delinquencies, including even the mutilation 
of a man's mother tongue, scout caution and 
again penettâte the hostile camp. 

Being of a valiant turn, and as reckless as 
are most women when their sympathies are 
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thoroughly aroused — the King of Dahomey îs 
a wîse man to respect tradition and maintain 
an Amazonîan bodyguard ; let his Majesty 
posseas the art of pleasing, and a well-propor- 
tioned person, and Fil wager he may laugh at 
his enemies, "to theîr noses," and take no 
hurt ; — ^being of a valiant turn, then, Martha 
atrongly inclined to this latter course, inclined 
indeed so strongly, that before many moments 
had elapsed she was walking quick and stead- 
fast in the direction of that familiar édifice. 

Twice did she knock at the Grange door, 
and twice did she knock fruitlessly. At 
length, tired of waiting, she lifted the latch, 
and looked in. 

By the fire, in Mr. Fowke's arm-chair, sat 
Aunt Rachel, one elbow resting on the little 
round table, her head supported by her hand, 
her eyes bent on a yellowed page of the old 
brown Bible, which lay open before her. 

" Good afternoon, 'm," said Martha, feeling 
somewhat abashed. 

" Good afternoon," replied Miss Fowke. 

" I thought l'd just step up and tell you as 
I weer passin', — Clary's dead." 

Miss Fowke's eyelids drooped. 
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** She died this afternoon," went on Mariha ; 
"Dicky Ludlow came and told us after 
service." 

'* Indeed/* 

"Yes, and the minister went off theer 
dyrect, I suppose Mrs. Bond '11 be terrible 
eut up, poor soûl." 

" I suppose so." 

Then they lapsed înto silence. 

" l 'ope, 'm/' said Martha at leng^h, getting 
a firm hold of the door, and reddening ail over 
her face, " that you won*t take it amiss, but I 
should like to know what's become o' Miss 
Phenie T 

" She is ill/' was the composed ançwer. 

'* 111 !" echoed Martha—" what with T 

" Nothing much/' replied Miss Fowke, and 
returned to her account of the opening of the 
bottomless pit with a qiiiet settledness of face 
and manner which plainly • indicated that so 
far as she was concemed the interview was at 
an end. 

Her eyes grave to fixity, likewise her mouth, 
Martha went her way. 

Things looked worse than they had hereto- 
fore. 
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In the lane she met Jacob, and with a 
curtsey crossed the road to avoid the necessity 
of greeting Mm. She felfc as if one word 
must let loose the entire volume of her indig- 
nation. 

Scowling, he suffered her to pass, then 
tumed as though about to speak ; but no, a 
curse between his teeth, he walked on. 

" Fayther/' said Martha that night, as they 
two sat alone on either side of the peat fire, 
** don't the maister strike you as bein' a bit 
strange at times V 

John looked at the clock. 

" Mebbe," said he. 



CHAPTER XIIL 



AS A FLAME. 




AM sure that 1 need not again 
affirm that Wednesday was market 
day at Coatham, you being as well 
aware of that important fact — that îs, if you 
are aware of anything connected with this 
history— as I am myself. 

Now Martha^ although not a stall-keeper, 
or indeed a regular attendant at this hebdo- 
madal gathering — a gathering productive of 
much noise, which went by the name of 
" business," for the time being, suffering to the 
lesser créatures, notably calves, lambs, when 
în season, and domestic fowls, and some mis- 
chief, likewise the rapid transmutation of 
metals, including that speeies of brass which is 
occasionally discoverable in no less unwarrant- 
able a locality than the human countenance— 
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Martha would sometimes, as I hâve aiready 
told you, make up a basket of fowls, or milk 
cheeses snugly packed in cabbage leaves, the 
very look of which gave you an appetite ; or 
particularly perfect apples or peai«, or in sum- 
mer, strawberries, in the culture of which fruit 
John was a great adept, with a bunch or two 
of bright dewy old-fashîoned flowers, stocks, 
and carnations, and pansies, and southern- 
wood, and Canterbury bells and moss roses — 
not that thèse latter often went to market, 
being for the most part sacrificed to Miss 
Phenie — the which she would sell for perhaps 
twopence apiece (think of that), and try in 
her dull limited way to make some small addi- 
tion to the family resources, to aid fayther in 
beatÎDg off the " wolf." 

And on the Wednesday in that week which 
found Clara Bond a corpse — Martha sat up ail 
Monday night with Mrs. Bond, who had 
gone quite " off her head" (to venture on a 
ooUoquialism) with grief, likewise brought a 
little frost-bitten rosebud, the only flower to 
be found in either garden, and laid on the 
corpse's bosom — she arose betimes, filled her 
basket with fresh eggs, two plump ducks, and 
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a strîng of black puddings (much admired as 
an article of diet in those parts, specially when 
of her manufacture), eîghteen "Normanton 
Wonders," a sheaf of sweet herbs, marjoram, 
and rue, and sage, and rosemary and thyme, 
and having made a good breakfast, started off, 
the said basket on her arm, as brisk as thougb 
8he was going to a wedding. 

" For," said she to Tom, as she pinned on 
her shawl, '*if I do sell the couple — and I 
don't eee why I shouldn't— 'twill be a matter 
of some five shdllin's, and then there's the 
puddin's, and I know Mrs. Baker 11 be glad 
o' them. Ah, you'U 'ave your new shoes at 
last, my boy." 

It was a terrible thing to Martha for Tom 
not to be quite smart and prospérons. She 
would wear gowns that were ail but thread- 
bare herself so long as they were clean, and 
had had but one new boûnet in the last five 
years, and that was not exactly new, being an 
old one of Miss Fowkes' which she had had 
turned, but Tom, bright, handsome, capable 
Tom, he must always be " fittin," no other lad 
must be let get ahead of him, either in worth 
or fashîon ; one must go without clothes to one'si 

14—2 
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back save in so &r as decenc7 necessitated, 
sooner than incur, or even run the risk of in- 
currîng, that crushing calamity. Like the wild 
daffodîls which în spring deoked with quick 
gold the green robes of her native meadows, 
Martha's mind was but two shaded. Love 
held her always. Sometimes it was love for 
Miss Phenie, sometimes love for kith and kîn^ 
son\etimes love for Will and those other dead 
ones who, when alive, had awakened her 
wakeful tendemess, sometimes love for the 
trees, the brook, the fields, the beasts, so 
patient and meritorious, gazing gravely at you 
of a summer's evening over the top bar of 
some gâte, or hedges white with summer 
snow ; the place where she was born, the good 
sun that cherished her, the great heaven that 
at night awed and thrilled her with its weird 
wastes, its splendid mysteries. I will not say 
which love took the deepest tint, which was 
the primrose, which the gold, but that love — 
strong sweet love, clear as those pools of flame- 
coloured light left by the setting sun midst 
western clouds, even as the receding sea fills 
rocky cups and feeds the thirsty shore — ^was 
her first principle, I know very weU. 
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To retum, however* 

When this not at ail remarkable person — ^it 
is nothing new, I hope, for a native of Great 
Britain, evea though a female and obscure, to 
be susceptible to natural beauties and of an 
affectionate disposition — reached Coatham, the 
hands of tbe Town Hall clock, which was to 
other clocks as my Lord Steyne to Mr. Wagg 
— declared that it was exactly half-past nine. 
Martha was glad to find that it was no later, 
business being briskest in the forenoon, Coat- 
ham ladies, like other ladies, ladies résident in 
less illustrions townships, liking to do their 
shopping before dinner ; so having rested 
awhile on the steps of the market cross, off she 
set npon her rounds at once. Perhaps you 
think it strange that with onefriend about to 
be buried, and another afflicted with a myste- 
rious disorder for which there was neither 
name nor cure, médical or otherwise (it wasan 
accepted fact now, not only with Mr. Fowke's 
hired servants, but the public at large, that 
Miss Phenie was " laid up"), money or money- 
making should occupy her attention. Per- 
haps, even, you may suspect that I, by thus 
depicting her engrossed to ail appearance in 
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mundane cai'es, design to draw you into the 
belief that^ finding anxîety of no avail, she had 
stoîcally determined to be anxiotis no more, to 
cast trouble behind her, and, ears closed, con- 
tent herself with the faithful discharge of 
obvions dutîes, until chance, by increasing her 
stock of knowledge, should open up some 
fresh way of usefulness. 

But indeed I hâve no such intention. 
Martha might affect indifférence, might seem 
to hâve no other thoûght than how to show off 
her wares to the best advantage, might chaffer, 
and bargain, and higgle, and persuade as dex- 
terously and emphatically as she pleased ; but 
let the Street door be shut and the basket again 
upon her arm, and the active interests of life 
suspended for a while, and Patty was just a» 
unhappy as ever. In her ears rang — ^not the 
cries of the fish-hawkers, the squeaks and 
squawks of Mr. Punch, the shouts of the 
drovers, the noise of waggon wheels and 
farmers' gigs, the voices of the waggoners and 
country folk with whom she brushed shoulders, 
but that same question which had rung in 
them hour after hour, day after day, for, was 
it centuries? The question to which there 
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was no answer, neîther could any be devised 
thereto — the question — ^Where was Miss 
Phenie ? Before her eyes defiled in constant 
procession — not the varying siglits of roadway 
and pavement, street corner and crowded 
booth, but the events of the past week. 

Sureiy the current list of polite accomplish- 
ments yet lacks one item — how to forget ! 

The ducks disposed of, Mrs. Perkins got 
them both for four afid sixpenee, a great bargain 
— and Mrs. Baker's larder enriched by certain 
dark and rotund objects which would that same 
evening afford Mr. Baker what that gentleman 
was wont to term " a splash supper," Martha 
set her face towards the market-place, intend- 
ing there to make a hait and eat the bread and 
cheese she had brought in her pocket, dilut- 
ing that same soraewhat dry réfection with a 
draught of cold water drawn from the pump ; 
for even she, ignoramus and dullard as she 
was, had her préjudices, and about the most 
forcible of thèse, after that suggested by cléri- 
cal attire, was against entering a beerhouse, 
either unattended or attended, or for any 
purpose whatsoever. But hardly had she set 
down her burden when she caaght sight of 
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that whîch swept ail thought of personal eade 
clean out of her mind, aad hurried her awaj 
across the square, fu]l speed. 

^'Hiy missus T cried a tall^ broad-shouldered» 
foxy-faced wearer of smock and wideawake — 
there is nothing objectionable in the vulpine 
visage if considered dispassionately — " you be 
a forgettin' of your basket 1" and, snatching it 
up, hastened after her therewith. 

" Thank ee — thank ee !" said she, taking it 
from him, and ran on. 

The man of ruddy aspect stared, smiled, 
and tuming to an apple-cheeked, grayheaded 
private in the ranks of that standing army 
constantly maintained by Want in support of 
Plenty, observed that " she 'd take care 'e 
warn't lost for want o' leukin arter f also 
asked her name and where she belonged to, 
adding that she "weer a well-growed 'ooman." 
He was a judge of such matters was this warm- 
looking gentleman. 

" She do corne fro' Shobdon/' replied the 
vétéran, commonly called Isaac Béer; "IVe 
knowed she fro* a child. But oo's she a talkin' 
to ? Why, 'tis sureZy the maister" — shading 
his eyes with a sunburnt hand. The sun shone 
bright just then. 
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" Maister 'oo ?" questîoned the other. 

" Why, Maister Fowke." 

But the auburn-locked one shook his head. 

" I doan't belong tu thèse parts/' said he, 
^^ I cume from Crediton," and turned away to 
note the behaviour of a cow, who was beîng 
•driven to the slaughter-house, and showed 
fiigns of having guessed her destination. 

Isaac was right, though. It was Mr. Fowke 
whom Martha had accosted, chargmg straight 
up to him before she had time to reckon the 
■cost of her temerity, and with Mr. Fowke did 
Bhe still hôld converse. 

**What's that to you?" demanded he, in 
reply to some observation or perhaps inquiry, 
blurted out breathlessly, possibly at random. 

" I be 80 afear'd," exclaimed Martha^ knit- 
ting up her brows, and generally assuming 
the air of one much exercised. 

** Afraid 1" echoed Jacob — " afraid of what?" 

" I dunno.'' 

He broke out into a great laugh. 

'* Ha, ha, ha !" roared he, rising on his toes 
and slapping his leg with his riding whip— it 
was the same whip wherewith he gashed Try- 
phena's mouth ; he had just ridden over and 
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was having a chat with Kelson the ironmonger, 
when thîs incohérent and véhément person 
broke in upon his utterances — " ha, ha, ha I 
here*s a wench who's afraid she don't know of 
what ;" and two men who were passing, like- 
wise a little girl carrying a mugful of béer,, 
turned to look at the phenomenon. 

There was not much stirring just then ex- 
cept human jaws and pewter pots and platters^ 
80 that you were glad of a fresh interest. 

The phenomenon's cheeks reddened. 

"But I do know," cried she ; "I know well 
enough/' 

" Then," said Jacob, " you'd best tell it/' 

" I be *shamed to," was the prompt answer. 

The tallest of the men smiled (when a 
woman felt ashamed to speak of a thing, you 
might be sure it was worth knowing), and the 
man of ruddy aspect, having watched the 
cow round the corner, took a step in their 
direction. 

•' Oh !/' smiled Mr. Fowke, " yoube 'shamed 
to, be you? YouVe grown mighty modest 
on a sudden. Perhaps you -y^on t be ashamed 
to bring me your door-key next Saturday 
night?" 
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" What do you mean, sir ?" questioned 
Martha, frigidly. 

" I mean that you're to pack — go — ^march/' 
each synonym sharp, final as the thud of a 
bullet which strikes the target. 

" why r 

''Whyl" he shouted; ''because I choos& 
you shall — because I, your master, on whom 
you dépend for every morsel of food and drop 
of drink you put into your mouths, ail three of 
ye, hâve made up my mind that l'il bave na 
spîes sneaking about my place/' 

" Spies !" echoed Martha, hotly. 

" Yes, spies," he reiterated. 

" I am no spy," she retorted, drawing her- 
self up, and looking about as grand as a 
woman could — ^yes, though she had a big 
wicker basket on her arm, a basket full of hens' 

eggs. 

" Ain't you ?" sneered he, " then what d'ye 
corne snijfing and snuffing about my back door 
for, poking your nose into what does not con- 
cern you ? IVe been interfered with enough* 
You bring me your key and take yourselves 
off, or it'll be the worse for ye." 

" Mr. Fowke," said Martha, " you're doin' 
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that you'll be ashamed of ; both ai 'orne and 
abroad you're doin' that yoall be afibamed o£ 
What 1** holding ont her hand, palm uppermœt 
— ** tum Êiyther out o' 'îs cottage, weer mother 
died, and we waa ail bom'd, — and a fine crazy 
^ole it is too, as full o' rents as a Frenchman's 
jackef — not without îrony — " but that doan't 
matter — ^tum &.yther, I say, oo's worked for 
yen tme and iaithful thèse fifty years, out into 
the road just cause you're vexed wî' I ! And 
what for ? Ah, you may grind your teeth ; 
you can't slash my £abce hère, out in open dày- 
light, as you slashed your own child's last 
Thursday in the dark, and '' 

" Silence 1" shouted Jacob, " or l'il hand ye 
to the constable !" 

" 'And me," cried Martha — " 'and me, and 
see what'll come of it. IVe more to tell than 
«ver you 'ave, TU warrant," with a meaningful 
nod. 

" You bring me your key," he reiterated, 
^*you insolent devil!" Thèse three words 
slowly, through clenched teeth. 

"Devil yourself!" retorted Martha, and 
stood glarîng at him out of her redbrown eyes 
lîke any tigress. 
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" You hring me your key !" said he again^ 
aad having elbowed his way through the 
crowd which had gathered about them, crossed 
the Street, followed by eyes expressive partly 
of surprise, partly of réprobation. It was a 
cruel thing, some persons thought — among 
whom stood prominent the warm-looking 
gentleman — to give a family notice to quit at 
a moment'8 waniing. as you might aay. without 
grave occasion. 

" What du 'e be so teuk-to abeut V inquired 
thîs sympathetic personage, when the commo- 
tion had subsided a little, and one was at 
libertv to form a conclusion. 

" Lord knows !" sobbed. Martha, who now 
that her passion had burnt itself out, was cry- 
ing as if her heart would break, the tears. 
streaming through her knitted fingers, her 
great shoulders working woFully. 

" Well, but," said one of the women who 
stood at her elbow, " what do ail this be about 
the darter ? ain't she " 

'' Doan't ee ask I !" brqke forth Majrfcha— 
"doan't ee ask I ne'er a word. I donc quite 
enough !" and with a great sigh, puUed up, as 
it were, from the bottommost depths, brushed 
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back her haïr, hugged her basket doser, and 
irudged away, her heart în her throat, her 
mind in such a state of uproar and agony that 
she would, I am sure, hâve thanked yoii had 
yoti felled her as you mîght a mad buUock. 

" Lor' r' exclaimed the man of ruddy aspecfc, 
who had a soft heart of his own as well as a 
ôharp pair of eyes. "Lefc I carry it," said he, 
laying a hand on the basket handle. 

But she shook her head. 

" No, thank ee," she answered, toilîng on. 

The Creditonîan kept pace with her. 

" l'il tell ye what," observed he at length, in 
the tone of one who felt himself to be intellect- 
ually in advance of his fellow-creatures. But 
what he would tell her must for ever remain a 
mystery, for at that very moment — ^they were 
passing the George — up dashed a postchaise 
and pair, and as the post-boy checked his 
oattle, out jumped Robert Valoynes — yes, in- 
deed, really and truly, out jumped Robert 
Valoynes. 

'* Oh !'* exclaimed Martha, and staggered 
back against the walL 

And Robert said, "Who could hâve thought 
ît ?" and laughed and caught hold of her hand 
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and shook it — shook it aa if he would never 
leave off shaking it — and then took her by 
the aim and told lier she must corne and 
drink bis heâlth and tell him ail the news, 
and, above ail, what she was crying about; 
and altogether condueted himself so as to 
startle everybody, even the waiter and — the 
man of ruddy aspect ? 

" My stars 1'' ejaculated the man of ruddy 
aspect, " but that's ram I" and went and had 
a pint of cîder at once to drown his astonîsh- 
ment. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



EACH WAY A BUIN. 




|Y dear Martha," exclaimed Robert, 
setting forth the best chair in the 
best înn's best room, and by a wave 
of the hand praying her to be therein seated, 
**you cannot imagine how charmed I am to 
see you again. Bring some luncheon, waiter. 
Anything — steaks, chops, it does not matter, 
so that it can be done quickly. This keen 
bright weather sharpens one's appetîte, but it 
is not nearly so cold hère as it was when I left 
the north; there we were snowed up waist 
deep. And how are you, Martha, and how is 
everybody ? Sit down, do/' 

But Martha only smiled. 

" I bean't fit to be up 'ère," said she, " in 
my old gown, and with this 'ère great basket,'' 
eyeing that same deprecatorily. 
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"Govva — basket!'* echoed Roberb^ "wliat 
are gowns and baskets compared to you and 
me ? Corne, I won't hâve you stîfF and ridî- 
culous. Just be yourself, will you V* laying 
his hand on her shoulder and giving her a 
small shake. 

'* I be myself too much," was the dejected 
answer. " Oh, sir," her eyes brimfull again, 
'^you can't think whats 'appened since you ve 
been away." 

Robert's face, hitherto bright with playful 
remonstrance, gloomed over. 

" What do you mean ?" he questioned. 

For a while she stood silent, then she saîd 
inquiringly, " Miss Phenie wrote to you ?" 

" Yes," he replied, " that is how I came to 
be hère, but she did not tell me anything par- 

ticular except that Mr. Latchet " an iron- 

ical smile playing about his mouth. 

"Mr. Latchet!" broke forth Martha, "1 
wish Mr. Latchet was at the bottom of the 






Eobert laughed. 

" I don't !" he rejoined, " for the sake of the 
fish. But, seriously, I was afraid soraething 
had gone wrong directly I saw that you were 
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în tears. Poor Martha !" quite tenderly — '* I 
hâve 80 often thought of you durîng thèse last 
two months/' 

" And I of you, sir," said Martha, heavîng 
another of those great sîghs, "and wished, and 
longed, and prayed that you had never gone 
away — ^wîthout taking Miss Phenîe along of 
you, at least. Yes, though to part wîth 'er 
would be to me like tearin' the live 'eart out 
o' my bosom !" 

" I would bave," be said, quietly, " if ber 
dévotion to ber fatber bad not been so — ^so 
marked !" 

Ay," smiled Martha, " and well 'e's paid 
er/' 

Robert's eyes grew curions. 

"It's just a toss up in my mind," went 
on tbîs grim and woful young woman, 
*^ wbether sbe ain t dead a'ready." 

"Dead!" be ecboed, frowning incredulously. 

'' Ay/' sbe reiterated— " dead !" 

**Good God!" be cried, clappingbotb bands 
to bis bead. 

**0f course," pursued Mistress Pessîmist, 
*' I can't say for certain " — sbe, you see, bad 
dwelt upon, and bung over, and bandled tbis 
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horror of hers on such wise, that now, fa- 
mîliarity havîng blunted sensé, she could give 
ît the benefit of her candîd and extended 
criticism without any very considérable outlay 
of émotion, even as persons dwelling in a 
plague-stricken city will run against coflSns 
and elbow their way through, and past funeral 
trains with as little concern as though they 
were dispersing a knot of loitering school- 
children — " I can't say for certain," she pur- 
sued, then, **but that she's 'id away some- 
where's plain. They say she's ill ; if she is, 
why mayn't I see 'er ? I sat with 'er often 
enough when she 'ad the measles ; besides, no 
doctor goes to the 'ouse. I tell you, Mr. 
Robert, I don't believe she's any more ill, not 
nat'rally, that is, than either you or I. She's 
locked up, that's what she is, and shame I say, 
shame, shame, shame on the brute oo's done it, 
and the brute as lets it be done !" 

'' But Miss Fowke," said Robert, " surely 
she " 

" Miss Fowke !" scoffed Martha — " Miss 
Fowke's no better nor Mister ! Theer's not a 
pin to choose atwixt 'em. Indeed, I think if 
anything she be the worst o' the two. You 
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see," dryly, " she weer so set on bein' Mrs. 
Minister !" 

" Ha !" 

" I thought/' continued he at length, " that 
she had a sneaking liking for the fellow ; and 
Tryphena said in lier letter that she was very 
indignant at his having made her an ofiFer. 
But I could never hâve iraagîned that she 
would hâve allowed herself to be urged by 

pique into Oh, my poor darling! my 

poor darling !" quite distractedly. 

"Ah!" said Martha, "you'd V called 'er 
poor indeed if you'd seed 'er as I did last 
Thursday night with 'er dear face ail smeared 
with blood, and that old beast a drivin' 'er 
off before 'im, 'is whip in 'is hand, just as you 
might drive a — 



y} 



" Martha !" exclaimed Eobert, clenching his 
right hand, " I am going mad. Get out of 
my way; l'U go to Shobdon at once — 

ru '' 

" Stay !" she cried, catching him by the 
arm (he tumed and glared at her as might 
one délirions) — " you'll do no good — wait till 
the momin*. Yes, do ee, now," entreatingly — 
** do ee, theer's a dear sweet gentleman !" 
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" But they'll murder her !" in accents of the 
keenest agony. 

" They'U murder 'er if you go settin' up 
their backs without first tyin' their 'ands. 
Don't you see the man's not theer ? 'e's over 
*eer, and you can do nowt 'gainst t'other." 

" Why not ? You say that there's not a 
pin to choose between them !" 

" She wouldn't let you in ; she'd sbut tbe 
door in your face just as she's shut it in mine ; 
besides, you couldn't bide theer ail day, and 
then theer'd be the night. No ! don't you be 
rash. Rec'Ueck two 'eads are better nor one. 
l've tumed it ail over, and I think I know 
what must be done — but not to-day; why, 
'tis a pound to a farden that the maister goes 
'orne three parts drunk — 'e do most market 
nights now — and I believe myself 'es 'ad a 
wet a'ready !" 

" Why," questioned Robert, " hâve you seen 

him r 

** Yes," she smiled. 

Hère the jingling sound of swiftly-bome 
glass and crockery proclaimed that the waiter 
had regained the stairs. 

" Youll stay and hâve something to eat ?" 
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said Mr. Valoynes, as that functionary opened 
the door, and proceeded with his burden to 
the table, and his tone was courteous as though 
he addressed a duchess. There was no depth 
of woe so profound that in his descent thither 
this young man would lose his good breeding. 

But Martha shook her head. 

" No, thank ee, sir !" she replied ; " I must 
be gettin' 'orne, 'twill soon be dark. But Tm 
glad to 'ave 'ad just this bit o' chat !" This 
out of an artful désire to keep up appearances. 

Robert walked to the window. He waa 
past caring what people thought of him. 

The waiter, who was an astute old gentle- 
man, and could see more with the tail of one 
eye than most persons with the whole of two, 
flourished off the covers, observed " Lunch is 
ready, sir !" and bowed himself out of the 
room with happiest alacrity. 

" You'd better change your mind," smiled 
Robert, when they were alone again, " as for 
me, I can't touch a morsel, and it will be a 
bad compliment to the cook to send every- 
thing away as it came. Please" — with his 
old air of whimsical entreaty — " do oblige me 
by rebelling against your inclinations." 
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" No," said Martha, " I really don't want 
nothin'. l'm like you — when my 'eart's full 
my inside may go empty !" and sighed, like 
•one wliose heart was very full indeed, so fiill, 
in fact, that it was a wonder it did not iiin 
over. 

Eobert considered lier with some intentness. 
He liad been too thoroughly engrossed in bis 
own perplexities, from almost the first moment 
of their meeting, to hâve as yet paid miich 
heed to her appearance. 

"Do you know," said he at length — she 
underwent the ordeal with fine fortitude, 
almost as though she were proud of being 
subjected thereto — " that you're not looking 
at ail well. I hope John's ail right ?" 

"Yes, thank ee, sir," she made answer, 
seeming to wrestle with affliction, "fayther 
be sprack enough !" 

" And your brother ?" 
Yes, sir. Tom don't ail nothin'." 
Then, what vexes you ? I mean over 
and above ail that you hâve told me ; for I 
am sure that there is something ?" 

" Well, sir," said Martha, swinging round 
and holding up her apron to her mouth, and 
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reddening to the roots of her crisp, bright 
haïr, " Fm not much of a one to trouble 
others with my troubles, but I don't miiid 
telUn* you. WeVe got notice to quit. I 
chanced to see *iin in the market-place, and 
asked after Miss Phenîe, which put 'im out 
terrible, and 'e abused me shockin' — ^yes, 
shockin' ; called me a devil, and I don't know 
what — and I m to take 'im the key next 
Saturday/' 

Eobert looked bis sympathy. 

" Tain't for myself 1 minds," pursued she 
brokenly; "what I do feel be nowt. 'Tis 
feiyther that l'm grieved for : 'e's gettin' on, 
you see, and old folks, like old trees, won't bear 
transplantîn', they droops and pines, and — 
and dies they does," her voice quivering into 
a sob. 

"My good girl," said Robert, advancing 
and laying his hand upon her shoulder — he 
was of a kindly tum, though unable to appre- 
hend the moral loveliness of wholesale 
butchery — "my good girl, I feel for you with 
ail my heart !" 

"I know it, sir!" she murmured; **don't 
think I can't fathom folks." 
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" But you must not be cast down. As long 
as I live you hâve a home. I know very well 
why this blow has fallen on you !" not without 
a dash of bitterness. 

Another woman mîght hâve humbly dropped 
him a curtsey, burst out into fervent protesta- 
tions of never-ceasîng gratitude, generally 
acted up to the occasion. 

Martha only shook her head. 

" 'Tis fayther," said she, and drying her 
eyes, tumed to the door. 

" But I shall see you again ?" exclaimed our 
Quixote. 

She paused. 

"When shall you be over to Shobdon?" 
she asked, looking round at him question- 

ingly. 

" You say it would be unwise to go to-day ?" 

" I do." 

" Then I shall come to-morrow — to-morrow 
earlyy" with resolution. 

" Shall you walk or ride ?" 

" I don't know." 

" I ask because if you walked and chanced 
to go back by the short eut we might 'appen 
to meet. IVe got to take a dozen eggs to 
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Mrs. Rigby by eleven, and as 'er 'ouse isn't 
far from — from the minister s, I shall most 
likely corne back that way." 

" I see I" said Robert, and seemed to think ; 
" very well," added he at length ; " TU bear 
that in mind. Youll be crossing the fields 
about half-past eleven T 

"Tes," nodded Martha, "about 'alf-past 
eleven/' and then, with a final " Good-day, 
sir," took her departure. 

"Ohl — ^how de do?" exclaimed Dr. Sprague, 
hurrying across the street as she quitted the 
inn (Robert saw him from his window, whence 
he gazed gloomily, brows knit, his hands 
thrust into his trousers pockets) — "how de 
do ? It isn't true, I suppose, that Mr. 
Valoynes is amongst us V 

" I dunno !" said Martha, stolidly. 

" No, to be sure not 1" smiled the doctor ; 
" only," with emphasis, " a friend of mine said 
that he saw him go into the George !" 

" 'Deed !" said Martha, and the doctor 
hobbled on. 

" Oh ! — how de do ?" beamed he, running 
against Mr. Latchet at the corner of Friar 
Street; "hâve you heard the news ?" 
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" No," replied Acts with Lis wonted com- 
posure. 

"Valoynes has corne west again. He's 
staying at the George !" 

Robert saw that too. 

" My poor Phenie/' thought he — " my poor 
Phenie !" 




CHAPTER XV. 

RAPID AND VJVID AND DUMB AS A DREAM. 

ND now for a brîef talk about 
Robert — about his method or 
methods of disposing of tbe time 
which has elapsed since he pressed that sad- 
dest of thÎDgs earthly — ^when you corne to 
think of it — a farewell kiss on those lips he 
holds sweeter than ail flowers ; the duties 
he has been engaged in ; the solaces he has 
enjoyed. Of thèse latter, I fear, the roll will 
be a meagre one ; of the former, however, he 
has known no stint. 

The sun was going down as he, perched on a 
high green gig — Silvertail having been left at 
Winchester to be brought home in a week or 
two by easy stages, and a groom specially de- 
spatched for that purpose, — emerged from the 
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grand lime avenue which, when the world was 
green, made an odorous aisle of boughs and 
twisted stems from lodge to lawn, and came 
wîthin sight of Ms gray old home. To the 
right stretched still purple solitudes, deepenîng 
hère and there to brownish black, where the 
heather had been fired by some upland farmer 
forthe sake of the sweetjuicy herbage springing 
at its roots, and best of feasts to upland sheep. 
To the left spread dark woods, backed by great 
hills, flushed, where the native rock spurned the 
thyme-scented turf and sombre overgrowth of 
last year s bracken and leafless bramble bushes, 
to a dull red by the crimson glory of the 
wind-swept sky. Not a soûl was visible, not 
a Sound to be heard save those pertaining to 
the birds and beasts. Overhead the rooks 
cawed sleepily and flapped from branch to 
branch, intent on the appropriation of suitable 
quarters for the night ; every now and then a 
roosting sparrow or chaflSnch, one of the hedge- 
haunting famîlies, would utter a plaintive chirp. 
From the Home farm, situate in the middle of 
the park, and at présent held by Mrs. Agar's 
brother-in-law (Robert had some idea, when 
this worthy man should hâve taken his de- 
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parture either to a better world or one of those 
éditions of Paradise on a reduced scale whereto 
he would 80 frequently make deft and touch- 
ing allusion, of workîng this freehold on the 
co-operative principle, he Hmself beîng one of 
the operators, but that, by reason of its pré- 
sent occupantes remarkable tenuity of will and 
constitution, was necessarily a matter of quite 
future import) — from the Home farm, I say, 
came screeching of geese, the shrill scream of 
an irritable bull, the mild lowing of milch 
cows, the lengthy crow of an exultant cock ; 
— ^as Robert rounded the grave! sweep in front 
of the hall door, a peacock, probably from the 
terrace, piped a raucous welcome. 

" How quiet it ail is !" said he, as Nutt the 
old coachman, who ran by his side when he 
took his first canter on his Shetland pony — 
nay, had sat on the box of the coach-and-four 
which whirled his father and mother away 
from the church door after they were married, 
got down and took The Haymaker by the bit ; 
" I could believe that youVe every one of you 
been sound asleep ever since I left." 

But Nutt shook his head. 

** Naa, sir/' smiled he — *^ naa sich look as 
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The next sun had barely risen, when 
Matthew Thwaites, his hand in Robert's, on 
his lips a prayer for that young man's well- 
being, fell on sleep. Of a keen intellect and 
strong affections, like many another of his race 
and rearing, the old man, invigorated by his 
master's présence, retained his mental powers 
to the last, and during the night heard with 
gladness that a mistress would soon be given 
to Kirton. 

" And what's she like, sir T inquired he, 
smiling the sweet languid smile of perfect 
happiness. There was nothing, and no one, 
80 dear to this foolish soûl as " Mr. Kobert." 

*' Like/' said Robert — ** like Mereglen on a 
fine April evening — ^like the smell of primroses 
— like the violet-stain made on the library- 
floor by King Richard s cloak in the west 
window. I cannot tell you what she is like, 
for she is like nothing actual, but rather that 
which is hidden in it, and only peeps out at 
times, just to show that the whole world is 
one and eternal." 

"YouVe not forgotten how to talk, any- 
way,'' smiled Matthew, who had heard a good 
deal of nonsense in his time — nonsense^ 
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mingled with the brawling gossip of mad 
becks, the drowsy whîsperings of leavea, the 
Savage bluster of chill winds, the mournful 
rhy thm of church bells. Robert, when a long, 
scatter-brained, Lord Byron-idolizing lad, 
knew no greater pleasure than a trudge wîth 
Thwaites along roughmoorroads,overthe fresh- 
turned furrows, through pungent pine woods, 
rich in unbarred melody ; "you've not forgotten 
how to talk, anyway," smiled this récipient of 
boyish vagaries ; " but I hope she's good as 
well as handsome. It's a pity that IVe got to 
go without getting just a glint at her." 

" Matthew," said Robert, earnestly, tîghten- 
ing his hold on four numb fingers, " she is as 
good as are your angels. When you see them 
you will see her," and his voice shook, and he 
bit his lip, for it hurt him to be thus. 

The steward laid to rest in a quiet corner 
of the little green churchyard, full of the plain 
bodies of those plain folks who in past days 
had egtten the breadof carefulness, andclothed 
the fields with flocks, and made the valleys to 
rejoice and sing, and God blessed his Majesty, 
and bobbed and pulled forelocks to the vicar, 
and, above ail, believed that no such betters 
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as those havîng the dominion over them, and 
called Valoynes, were to be found, dîd you 
search the wide world through ; — ^the steward 
buried, and a chestnut tree planted near his 
grave, he was so fond of cbestnuts, — of a May 
nîght he would stand gazing up into the 
gracions gloom of that which grew at his 
cottage door, uplifting her sweet flowers, like 
rosy fiâmes lit in praise of God, for half hours 
at a time — (Robert nourished a robust suspi- 
cion that it was under a chestnut tree that he 
first kissed Maggie Buck, she who jilted him 
so fouUy, running away to London with 
Hertford Brackenbury, otherwise known as 
captain, scamp and blackguard, in circles polite 
and unpolite throughout Great Britain ; but 
Matthew had never volunteered any confi- 
dence thereanent — ^indeed, from the hour in 
which he learned his humiliation, the girl's 
name never escaped his lips), the next thing 
to be done was to look about for his successor. 
Oh, grim Necessity ! Art not thou verily and 
indeed the Satan of this âge, and every âge 
* either that has been or is, or has to corne ? 
At first Robert thought that he would 
undertake the post himself — middle men being 
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the objects of bis heartiest aversion, the p^s 
whereon he was prone to haDg those audacious 
and not quite îneloquent harangues wherewith 
he occasîonally regaled the ears of church and 
county. 

But on considération he found that the 
duties thereto attached were of a nature in- 
compatible alike with personal freedom and 
that separateness of vision, combined with 
identity of interest, which is essential if a 
hirer would be of service to those he hires ; 
so, after many talks with Mrs. Agar — who was 
a far-seeing old body, and well in communion 
with the hopes, doubts, and methods of 
thought common to those amongst whom she 
diligently clung to duty, and the faith as it 
was at Kirton — and a lonely walk or two, and 
some arithmetic, it was finally decided that 
Noah Wynn, a smart young fellow, who had 
been Matthew's right-hand man, should step 
into the vacant niche, and our landed pro- 
prietor résume that most difficult of ail 
rôles — ^if effect be a considération — a gentle- 
man at large. Not an idle gentleman, 
though — ^by no means. Indeed, I do not 
think it would hâve been possible for Robert 
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to have been idle under any cîrcumstances 
whatever — even though tied hand and foot, 
and under pain of death if he wagged an eye- 
lash. 

*' Ah!" said Mrs. Agar one morning, when 
lie had made an end of telling her how that 
he intended to build a conservatory on to the 
drawing-room — a conservatory wherein should 
play a fountain, for the refreshment of gold 
fish, who would grâce their native élément in 
a shell-gamiflhed tank specially constructed for 
that purpose ; and how the rose garden must 
be laid out again, and lots of tulîps planted in 
the front beds, so that when April came she 
might get a nosegay to her liking, and how, 
and how, and how ; " Ah, Mr. Robert," said 
Mrs. Agar, "but Loves a fine enlightener! 
You'd never *ave thought of one of thèse 
things if you 'adn't met that villain 1" 

Robert laughed. 

"Not that," pursued she gravely, "you 
need love 'im; but — ^you know what I meanl" 

" You know what I mean," was the ever- 
«open postern door in the fortress of under- 
standing, through which Mrs. Agar s ideas, 
when slightly unsteady in their gait and in- 
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clined to lurch up agaînst each other, would 
preciprtately flee, either sîngly or en masse. 

" Yes," smîled Robert, rolling up a plan for 
a new coach-house, to which he had been 
giving bis best attention — " yes, I understand 
perfectly. " 

And he did. 

For whetber be strolled through the stables^ 
and cbatted amîcably wîtb Nutt about the 
bay's right frog or Robin Hood's left sho^llde^^ 
or conversed feelingly with Gunner the gar- 
dener concerning the rénovation of certain 
hothouses, which had in their time furnîshed 
fhiits fit not only to set before a king,. 
but a king of the old breed — kings who had a 
knack of dying across the water — but now 
were given up to mildew and cobwebs and 
divers spécimens of the smaller kinds of' 
beasts, or blazed trees for slaughter — ^in order 
to improve the view — or stood meditating in 
the room that had been madam's boudoir, — 
it still was hung with blueish grey satin, and 
bore traces in the shape of an ebony spinning- 
wheel, inlaid with ivory, a Book of Beauty 
full of portraits — heaven save the mark ! — of 
the button-mouthed, pencilled-eyebrowed, dis- 
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tractingly amiable-looking women who at the 
beginning of this century, about the time that 
Byron was dreaming out bis " Hours of Idle- 
ness/' queened it modisbly over the ravished 
crowd ; and a high-backed, thin-toned piano, 
the white notes of which were yellowed with 
âge, and depressed centrally as by the con- 
stant touch of dead people's fingers, and whose 
legs seemed to hâve run to seed like over- 
grown asparagus— whatever this infatuated 
young man might be doîng, or saying, or 
thinkîng, I repeat, Tryphena kept close ta 
hîm. It was to please Tryphena, to regale 
her eyes with gorgeous red and gold, brira- 
ming goblets of glowing chrome, that he 
t)rdered those tulips to be planted ; it was to 
provide her with amusement that he fought 
so hard against fate and the dull perversity of 
Ae CarlWe &hmo,^r to «cure mrna Jfor 
his tank. " She will go and feed them after 
breakfast," he thought, when, the deep having 
at lepgth yielded up its treasure, he stood 
and watched some twelve aureate and bottle- 
nosed little créatures glide and dart beauti- 
fully over the bits of quartz and corals ; it 
was to secure her a pleasant retreat from 
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eveiybody, even him — there was a quite 
grand unselfishness about that, he fancied— 
that he sent for upholsterers from London, and 
desired that the little room aforesaid should be 
redecorated not only in the newest style, but 
that most pleasing to the cultîvated eye. 

" Any pertîckler complexion, sîr ?" inquîred 
Messrs. Priestley and Docket's head man, when 
Robert had fully set forth his views, likewise 
întimated that the calls of nature must be as 
liberally responded to as the resources of the 
Hall buttery and larder would allow. 

But to this searching query no answer waa 
vouchsafed, beyond a suppressed laugh as 
soon as the study door was shut. 

Yes, in his way, Robert desired to set hia 
house in order, and make it fair in the eyes of 
his Beloved, even as had Acts. He had plenty 
of money and good materials to work with,. 
thanks to the great Mother. Acts was poor 
and had no materials at aU worth speaking 
of ; but the wish was identical in the minds of 
both men, and yet one rouses your sympathy, 
the other your contempt! Verily, this old 
mortality of ours is of a more homogeneous 
sort than we are willing to acknowledge — we 
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others who, too, hâve our little failings, our 
missîng links in the moral harness. 

Nevertheless, though this very alert and 
fervent gentleman was thus activeljr engaged 
in preparing for change and the inauguration 
of a better way of life (solitude now was not 
quite what solitude had been, say at the com- 
mencement of the preceding year), of definite 
intentions he was somewhat destitute. That 
he should go back to Shobdon some day, also 
that some day he should bring Tryphena to 
Kirton, he could not permit himself to doubt; 
when those twin events would actually take 
place, however, was more than he felt equal to 
décide. 

"It will ber said he to himself, "and 
unless I am hère to see that things are done 
as I wish them to be, ail my trouble will be 
clean thro wn away. No ! I will content myself 
with getting ready for the présent, for it will 
be, of that I am certain." 

So he locked up Aunt Kachel's letter in his 

many-drawered, ink-splashed and speckled 

writing-table, and rang the bell for Richard, 

the old butler, a bent nut-cracker-faced little 

aîry godfather (if there could be such an 
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anomaly — of a man, and bade him tell William 
to get the dog-cart ready, for he ineant to 
drive over to Upwater to see Bumaby about 
those Himalayan firs, and tried to be as oon-* 
tented and cheerful and taken up with trivial* 
ities as he possibly could ; still, he was not 
quite at his ease, not quite impervious to the 
gentle hints of memory, to a sensé that he 
should properly be doing otherwise than he 
did, though what to do, or how to do it, 
he had no notion. 

Thus, when Tryphena's letter came to hand 
' — and he in a twinkling leamt how matters 
had progressed, this veil hung by self 'twixt fact 
and perception vanished with a breath ; archi- 
tects' plans, upholsterers' devices, gardeners' 
suggestions, even his own cherished ideas and 
projects, became as though they were not, shot 
rubbish-wise into oblivion. He sat down, wrote 
hard for some ten minutes, lit a taper, melted a 
bit of sealing-wax into a great molten blotch, 
impressed thereon his initiais and coat of arms 
— eut into a great plain gold ring, which had 
belonged to a Bobert Valoynes, who having 
fought a good fight, found a good death on 
the banks of a river called the Boyne — hurried 
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to his room, packed up some clothes, and tell- 
ing Mrs. Agar that he was going away for a 
little while, and that she must expect him 
•wlaen she saw him, also that the men were to go 
-on with what they had to, also that she was 
to see that they carried ont his instructions, 
got into his gig, Nutt again by his side (he 
would take to the night coach at Ambleside, 
and started off south, at the utmost speed at 
^hich an impatient lover could possibly travel 
at that darkened period. 

" Well, to be sure I" said Mrs. Agar to 
Richard, as she recovered from her last 
curtsey. 

And Richard shook his old bald head with 
its thin fringe of silvery hair, and caressed his 
nose meaningly. 

He had, for ail his dim-sîghtedness, spelt 
t)ut the postmark on that letter. 

It was, I think, about the ninth hour on 
Thursday morning, both by decree of the 
Town Hall clock and consent of other horo- 
logical units, when this indefatigable champion 
of private rights, having made a sufiBciently 
substantial breakfast, — the man whose appe- 
tite dépends on the state of his mind, is 
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8eldom worth much eîtiier as a lover or an 

ally^ — ^P^^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^d bidding mine host 
a amilîng good-moming as he passed the bar, 
stepped ont into ihe street and up the street, 
and away on to the king^s high road — the hîgh 
road to Shobdon* 

The day was «ngdarly fine, with a quiet 
génial air, if jou looked onlj at the skj and 
kept the window shut, indeed — ^as did Tiy* 
phena, if jou remember, on the Friday mom- 
ÎDg immediatelj succeeding his departuie. 

and îiiufiins, thought that but for ihe small- 
talk of the fire at his back, he might verjr 
well, and with a fair show of reasoD, bave 
believed himself to bave siept away not eight 
hours^ but something like four months and a 
half, and to be about to issue forth into a 
world of miracles, and song, and pleasantness. 
Alack ! specious illusion. Still, though the 
wînd, what there was of it, did blow straight 
in his tsxie, and take liberties with his nose, 
and deal hardlj by his ears, and in the pale 
sunshineless sunshine — ^like to the smile of 
one who, being sad at heart, converses gaily 
with a stranger — the naked earth lay gaunt 
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and grim, and he had of a surety plenty to 
trouble hîm, our visionaiy was not troubled. 
Without being foolhardy, or perhaps what is 
called sanguine, he was by no means înclined 
to make the worst of things. Besides, ail 
assertions and observations were possessed^ 
according to him, of two properties, the Actual 
and the Accidentai, whereof the latter generally 
preponderated. Therefore, though quite will- 
ing to allow that Martha had cause, and good 
cause, for appréhension, he still could not 
believe that matters at the Grange were quite 
as black as she had represented them. " It 
is possible," he thought, as he strode over the 
crisp white ground, the morsels of ice scrump- 
ing beneath his feet like fresh-baked biscuits, 
*'that my darling may be ill, but Martha 
takes things into her head." And then he 
remembered how one night, just as Miss 
Fowke had lit his candie, and he was about 
to go to bed, she, the alarmist, had violently 
flung open the back door, bounced into their 
niidst, and having demanded in a loud voice, 
** What 'ad become of fe,yther ?" burst into 
tears, and declared that that excellent man 
"must be lyin' somewhere murdered, or at 
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the bottom of the canal, for that 'e'd never 
stayed out so late before — no, not onst," and 
created sucb a to-do, that at length, just to 
pacify ter, the master himself took a lantem 
and went forth with much grumbling to seek 
the truant; when — every ditch being ran- 
Backed, and the farm tumed into a very 
Babel, the cocks and hens fancying that 
getting-up time had corne again, and the cows 
that they were going to be mîlked, and the 
pigs that there was a prospect of speedy 
breakfetst, in fact, as Aunt Rachel caustically 
observed, "the whole neighbourhood set by 
the ears" — he was found calmly seated at his 
own table, eating his supper, his mind as inno- 
cent of offence as yours. Robert laughed as he 
recalled the divers incidents of that enlivening 
hour — laughed, and quickened his pace. 

"I don't believe they would be actually 
cruel to her," he mused; "I don't believe they 
could. You can't live down the convictions of 
years in a day, be the incentive thereto what 
it will ; and bigoted as they are, and without 
a leg to stand upon, stiU, their formvlœ do 
mean something to them ; moreover," with an 
ironical curve of the lips, " it is not recorded, 
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that I am aware, in any portion of Holy Writ 
that a man is to turn brute because his 
daughter happens to object to the individual 
whom he bas selected for her husband." 

How sweetly familiar was every rood of that 
straight broad road ! Hère was the gâte over 
which he and Tryphena had stood and feasted 
their eyes on the unspeakable splendours of not 
one sunset, but twenty, marvelling the while at 
theobtuseness of people who spent thousands of 
pounds on pictures, having eyes in their heads 
and this world to live in. It was on that bit 
of green, there — ^you can see where they lit 
their fire still — that they one evening found a 
gipsy family encamped — ^granddame, father 
and mother,two big boys, a grown-up daughter, 
and a baby — flashing-eyed, laughing-mouthed, 
lithe-bodied outcasts, the lads, with yellow 
handkerchiefs knotted about their lean brown 
throats, lying full sprawl before the tent door, 
one on his side, one on his back, his hands 
clasped over his head, blinking lazily up at 
the flushed bright sky ; the girl riving aider 
boughs from ont the hedge to keep the gnats. 
off Minimus natu as he slumbered peacefully 
on a heap of hay, near a big-jointed, hairy- 
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hoofed, rough-coated, skew-bald horse, who, 
"barebacked, cropped the dry grass, and at 
whom Paterfamilias, a short black pipe betweea 
hîs lips, hÎ8 fur cap cocked knowingly over his 
left ear, gazed with critical întentneaSy whilst 
the granddame and the mother tended the 
cherished pot; and as they paused to view this 
bit of home life among the homeless, the girl 
had turned and looked at Tryphena — ^looked 
at them both, indeed, first with cool haughti- 
ness, as is the way of them, then smilingly 
{what splendid teeth she had, and what eyes I 
No Shah's dancing-girl could boast lovelier), 
— ^and then came and asked if she should not 
tell them their fortunes ; and Tryphena saîd 
" No," but he let her tell his ; and he was to 
be lucky, and wed with the sweetest little 
lady — " not a fair lady, and not a dark, but 
just half-and-half, like this," said the 
gîpsy girl, and pointed to a spray of 
pink géranium, the which she had fomid 
iipon the dusty road, dropped from some 
carriage, and tucked in among her great sleek 
braids of beautiful coal-black hair — ^and he 

would soon go a joumey, and ^but what 

good was there in dwelling on thèse dead 
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houra, fair hours, and precious, but to the 
living présent, Robert sigbei At the top of 
the lane, I say — oh that I dîd not know sa 
much of you, you seven best friends, that I 
might be able to stay my garralous tongue, 
and deal only with your exterior and visible 
performances — ^he encountered Isaac. 

" Woy !" exclaimed that wiry and ancîent 
personage, pulling up short and gazing wonder- 
struck. 

" Well/' said Robert, laughing and holding 
out his hand, " am I such a very astounding 
spectacle ?" 

** I dunno zactly what that may be,*' said 
Isaac, rubbing his red and hardened palm on 
the skirt of his sage-green greatcoat, intended 
to be brown ; *' but anyways, l'se glad to see 
ye," and they shook hands heartily. 

It was curious how soon you became intimate 
with and attached to Mr. Valoynes. 

" I s'pose, sir," said Isaac, when he had 
quivered himself back to something like com- 
posure, " you be bound for the Graange ?" 

" Yes," said Robert, "is Mr. Fowke at home?" 

" Ay," replied Isaac ; " I*se just took'd 'e a 
letter" — and paused. " Miss Tryphena," he 
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went on, at length, " be a bit poorly, I do- 
'ear, 'deed I doubt but she's a-bed. I ain't seed 
nothin* oa 'er fur a day or two." 

" Really !" said Robert ; " weU, I mustn't 
stop. Good-day !" 

"Good-day, sir," said Isaac, raising his 
weather-wora hat, and hobbled on. 

A certain young man's self-confidence begaa 
to flag. 

His face very grave, he walked quickly away 
down the lane. Arrived within sight of the 
house, on whom should his eyes light but Mr. 
Fowke — Mr. Fowke, standing at the farmyard 
gâte, intent on the perusal of a letter, the which 
•he held open in his hand. At first his préoccu- 
pation was such that he remained quite uncon- 
scious of any one's approach ; then he looked 
up, started, turned on his heel, and walked 
slowly, setting his feet down with unnatural 
délibération, as if he would compel himself by 
sheer force to maintain an appearance of dig- 
nified composure, across the road and up the 
garden path, slamming the green gâte behind 
him, and latching it with fine expressiveness. 

" Stay 1" exclaimed Robert, hurrying for-^ 
ward — " one moment/' 

Jacob faced round, laughed derisively, and. 
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entering the house, banged the door, and drew 
. both bolts, top and bottom. 

For a brief space Kobert stood irresolute, 
hîs cheeks crimson — the insuit was no petty 
one — down in the depths of his dark blue 
eyes gleamed a red fire not good to look upon. 
But he was in no mood to play suppliant ; a 
minute and he had tumed his back on the 
bleak old house, and ail that therein was, he 
thought in the first ferveur of his wrath. 

Suddenly a window rattled high up to his 
rear, 

" Mr. Valoynes — Mr. Valoynes !" screamed 
some one — some one féminine. 

Still he paused not ; nay, I doubt whether 
he even knew that he was being called. 

" Mr. Valoynes !" came one other cry. 

Then ail was quiet. The blackbirds piped 
shrilly in the hedges, a noise of hammering 
issued from the bam, a boy whistled " The 
British Grenadiers" right merrily, in good 
tune and time, as he toiled at the plough's 
tail — a plough drawn by two horses over the 
great purplish clods of rich life-giving earth — 
two men who with a cart occupied a pro- 
minent position in a neighboxiring field, paused 
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în theîr labours — ^they were tossing manure 
about with pitchforks — ^to stare, as, swîft and 
forions, Kobert strode past the gâte. The 
church clock chîmed jerkîly a quarter to 
eleven ; ail was peacefol, indnstrious, English 
to the core. 

Out of doors, that îs ; îndoors, în the Grange, 
în fect, matters wore a somewhat différent 
complexîon. There the aspect of lîfe mîght 
be Englîsh, lîkewîse îndustrious ; but that ît 
'was at that partîcular moment peaceful I do 
most stoutly deny. 

Having, whîlst engaged în makîng her bed, 
caught the sound of a vîolently-shut gâte, also 
heavy feet, upon the cobbles, also disdaînfol 
laughter, Aunt Rachel had un&stened her 
wîndow, and puttîng out her head, become 
aware that the very îdentical îndîvîdual on 
whom her thoughts had, wîth untîrîng agîHty, 
be» n.nni.g fo' days and days and l^ ™ 
actually in sight, was — oh, horror — ^getting 
farther off and farther every moment. So 
she called to him, and, findîng that he paid no 
heed to her appeals, rushed downstairs, in- 
tending to dash out, and race after him, and 
force him to 
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But Jacob was too quick for her. He had 
hîs shoulders against the door before she was 
fairly out of the hall. 

** Ha !" smiled he, noticing her look of dis- 
comfiture. 

" Let me out T she cried ; " I " 

" Hold thy peace," interrupted he, gloomily 
— ^he had been pleased of late to adopt this 
somewhat antiquated style of phraseology — 

" No," said she — " that will I not — not for 
ail the black looks and thees and thous in the 
world ! You let me out 1 

"If I do," was the dogged answer, ."'twill 
be as a dead carcass." 

Whereat she shrank back, and reddened 
aflErightedly, She was only a womq,n. 

" But," cried she at length, in the tone of 
one who waxed desperate, " I shall lose him. 
He wiU " 

" Lose him !" echoed Jacob, scornfully. 

'* Yes," she retorted — '* lose him as I hâve 
lost peace of mind and flesh and power to 
sleep, and almost everything worth having 
that I had. Do you think" — wringing her 
hands, and speaking at the top of her voice — 
" that I am going to be concerned in murder ?" 

17—2 
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"Look you hère T said Jacob slowly, holding^ 
her eyes captive» as miglit a cobra those of a 
doomed bird — " you speak to me again like 
tbat, and " — ^a significant pause — " mind, ihere 
are but two of us !" 

Again did Miss Fowke's spirit quail, and 
again did it rally. 

" Why, man 1" cried she, her face brilliant 
with indignation, "you talk like any ruflSan 
ripe for Newgate !" 

" Do I r smUed he, " then thou dst best 
not tempt me to put deeds for words," and 
walked off to the window, his hands in his 
pockets, grunting — no other word do I find 
adéquate — 

"Lo, He cornes, in clouds descending, 

Once for favoured sinners slaîn, 

Thousand thousand saints attending, 

Swell the triumph of His train." 

" Ah 1" said Axmt Rachel, wrestling with 
the bottom boit, which worked stiffly, "and it'll 
be a wonder to me if He don't come, too, for 
l'm sure the Devil's quick enough, and as for 
Gog and Magog, no one need go far to look 
for them !" 

But to this remark no reply was made* 
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She was allowed to follow up the trail, in back- 
wood parlance, as lupidly as she saw fit. 

" Well," said Jacob, grinnîng sardonically, 
when, pinched with cold, her nose and cheeks 
whole-tinted, her face expressive of profound 
andkeen disappointment,she,some ten minutes 
later, re-entered the kitchen — " ye didn't get 
much good by going, did ye ? The bird flew 
too fast to let you catch him. You should 
hâve taken a pinch of sait to " 

" Hold your ribald tongue !" quoth she, the 
tears sparkling in her eyes, her chin ail 
a-quiver, and sinking down on a chair, laid her 
head on the table and cried bitterly. 

Oh, if he would but hâve hearkened to 
her ! 

Meanwhile the *' he " in question was fast 
making his way towards a certain upper 
ohamber, and a clear understanding of what 
he meant to do when he got there. That 
Martha had not overstated the situation was 
tolerably évident. 

" What a blind fool I hâve been," thought 
he, savagely, ^^I might hâve known she 
would not hâve spoken and looked like that 
without good reason. It is not ail over 
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though. Ail over ! How can I bear to put 
those two words together T 

But on a sudden thought congealed. 

Before hîs uplifted eyes stood the mînister — 
stood as though;— he had just rounded the 
bend in the road, which had hitherto hidden 
him from view — strîcken powerless by astonish- 
ment. 

The expression of Kobert's countenance 
hardened^ and his nostrils took a haughtier 
curve, He did not know it ; he was as 
incapable of acting contempt now at the âge 
of six-and-twenty as when in his cradle ; but 
we ail hâve our tricks of feature. He walked 
on, head well up, mouth closed and firm, very 
resolute, very superior. 

Acts, on the contrary, his momentary 
dismay got the better of, advanced step by 
step, and as they drew near to each other, a 
feeble smUe flickered wanly about his mouth. 

"How do you — " commeneed he, civilly, 
when Robert was within greeting distance ; 
he was of such a civil tum, so opposed to any- 
thing like harshness or irregularity. 

But the final " do " coUapsed invertebrate. 
Begarding him steadily straight in the eyes> 
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Eobert strode by in most expressive silence- 
silence more éloquent a thousand times than 
the bitterest speech — silence which said as 
plainly as it could well be said : " You are a 
pitiful scoundrel, and not fit for an honest 
man to utter one syllable unto 1" 

Did Acts so interpret it ? 

Strangely paie, bis teetb set Lard together 
— you could see tbem, a white ferine Une, be- 
tween curled lips — be tumed and gazed after . 
bis antagonist until tbat gentleman bad, 
veering sbarp off to tbe rigbt, vaulted over 
tbe stile wbicb gave admission to' the first of 
tbose meadows, in tbe tbird whereof stood 
tbe King's Tree ; tben be resumed bis walk, 
stepping out brisk and firm, and slasbing tbe 
bemlock sprays and broad dock leaves witb 
bis great walking-stick as tbougb at last be 
sigbted tbe end — at last bis mind was made 
up. 

To wbat ? 



OHAPTER XVI 

AS A FOOT OUT OP JOINT. 

MaiHERE is Mr. Fowke, Tapp?" in- 
^yKj^ quired the minister, as he neared 
^^^^^ the farmyard, wherein that wor- 
thy man and his heîr were at work with two 
spades and a wheelbarrow — " is he on the 
premises ?" elaborating a wintry smile. 

" Dunno, l'm sure, sir," replied John, push- 
ing back his hat and resting his hand on his 
hip ; " [ave you seed the maister anyweers 
about, Tom ?" 

"Ees/' answered Tom, "I seed un, well, 
mebbe five minutes ago, a walkin' tords the 
apple 'ouse." 

" Oh," said John, " then I dessay 'e do be 
theer now. But," as Acts moved off, and with 
a certain wistfulness, like the "but" of a 
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child who has a préférence and is too shy to 
tell it, " if I moight make so bold, sir," touch- 
ing his forehead with a thick forefinger, " I 
should loike jest a word with ye. I wun't 
keep ^ee long." 

"As long as you please," smiled Mr. 
Latchet. 

To look at hîm, you would hâve thought 
lis sole and crowning désire, the very dearest 
wish he possessed, was to counsel and wam, 
and generally entreat fratemally, ail witless 
and uncultivated persons throughout the 
known world. Emboldened by his affability, 
John abandoned his spade, bade Tom mind 
what " 'e weer a-doin' of," and, his eyes bent 
upon the ground, sidled through the gâte out 
into the road. 

They walked a little way towards the ' 
house. 

" You hâve something to tell me ?" adven- 
tured Acts, finding that he must make the 
first move. 

" Well, yes, sir," answered John, coming to 
a hait, and wiping his tanned forehead with 
a red cotton pocket-handkerchief, gamished 
at the foui' corners by medallion portraits 
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of John Wesley, the Duke of Wellington, 
Lord Byron^ and Angelo the swordsman^ the 
which he took from the interior of his hat ; 
**I knows that oi'm a takin' of a liberty — a vast 
liberty, to oome stright at things ; but passons» 
they say, do onderstand more nor other folk ; 
likewise^ they 'as a way with 'em, which — 

which '' but at this point reason Mtered« 

John rolled his handkerchief first into the 
semblance of an orange, then of a lemon^ 
then squeezed it flat' between his two palms, 
and finally restored it to its original abiding 
place. • He had looked to it for assistance^ 
and it had only served to augment his suf- 
ferings. 

He felt himself an injured person. 

Acts smiled again ; he had seen men — men 
who knew the Greek alphabet by heart, and 
could décline Mvsa — undergo similar ex- 
périences. 

" 1 see/' said he, graciously, " you wish for 
my advice ?" 

" Thet's it, sir,'* burst forth John, a joyous 
smile irradiating his guileless countenance — 
" thet's it. I wants you just to put in a good 
word fur I, jest to try ef you can't set mattera 
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right a bit, fur oi'm sure I bean't to blaam. 
Theer s never been no one served faith-^ 
fuUer :" 

" What !" exclaimed Acts, " you don't mean 
to say that you and the master hâve corne to 
loggerheads T 

'^ But I do," replied John weightily, " and 
fur as little reason as theer is in this theer 
boot," holding up an unornamental spécimen 
of the style of footgear patronized by maie 
rustics at the commei^^cement of the présent 
century, " You seé, sir," he pursued, after a 
brief pause — (Acts awaited détails) — " my girl 
Patty, sheVe got what grandfayther used to 
call ' a kick in ^er gallop,^ " chuckling appre- 
ciatively, " and ef you chances to cross 'er ail 
them times, I mean when she's uppish, she'd 
fly at ye as ef she'd tear your very eyes out ; 
but lor ! et don^t mean nothin' ; next minute 
she's fit to lick yer shoes — that is ef she loikes. 
'ee nat'rally. But the maister, ^e don't know 
that I s'pose, though Tm sure ^e's seed enough 
of 'èr ; but theer, maisters 'as theer own ways 
o* judgin' things ; you mam't deal by them es 
you 'ould by brothers and sisters, and faythers 
and mothers, and commoner sort o' folks." 
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" Excuse me one moment," interposed Acts, 
smilingly, " but I don^t seem quite to under- 
stand. Am I to infer that Martha and Mr. 
Fowke hâve had a quarrel 1" 
^•'Ay,sirr 

Mr Latchet looked grave. 

" I am sorry to hear that," said he at length ; 
'* but what occasioned the rupture ? I always 
hâve looked on you as the primest of prime 
fevourites." 

John shook his head. 

"I dunno nothin^ 'bout that, sir?" he 
answered stolidly ; " IVe tried to do my duty, 
man and boy, and IVe bringed up my childern 
to do the saam. Whether weVe been better 
loiked on that account's past me to tell, nor 
do et much matter; fur ef you, bein' poor and 
little thowt of, live so as you'U not be afeard 
to die, what men do say of ye won't trouble 
ye much, I reckon. But you weer askin' 'ow 
it 'appened." 

" Yes." 

" Well, 'tweer loike this, then. Patty, she 
won't believe as Miss Phenie do be ill — they 
be sech friends, ye know — ^leastways," depre- 
catorily, and with the air of one who feels 
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that he has outstrîpped discrétion, " not so ill 
as is reported/* 

" why r 

" Well," said John, " I can't zactly say woy, 
but she don't ; and t'other day, when she 
weer over to Shobdon, she got tellin' the 
maister as much — ^leastways, speakin' as she 
oughtn't, I s'pose ; and the long and the short 
o' it is" — with forced hardihood — " that weVe 
got notice to quit — quit next Saturday !" 

A digestive silence. 

" But," observed Acts, at length, ^* I fancied 
you held a lease." 

" So I did," replied John ; " but that ren 
out on New Year's Day, and it en't been re- 
nooed. The maister's a reer one at choosin' 
of 'is oppertoonity," with a dry laugh. 

"H'm!" smiled the minister; "and what 
part do you wish me to take in the matter ?" 

For a moment or two John held his peace* 
Then he said, picking a bit of frosted moss 
from off the wall, and dealîng therewith as 
will silly girls by the big daisies we call 
" Marguerites :" " I thowt that mebbe, ef you 
saw no objection, and could afford" — with 
meaningful emphasis — " to speak, you might 
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jest put it to 'im whether it weer zaddy fSsdr, 
lookin' at it not altogether as a maister, to— 
to '' 

" In feuît/' smiled Acts, coolly, " interfère on 
y our behalf T 

•'WeUyés, sir." 

Another pause. 

*' Ye see/' pursued John, hîs anxious eyes 
bent on his spiritual pastor's averted counten- 
ance, "'tîs so sudden. I dunno weer to go 
nor yet what to do. Theer's Bray's cottage on 
the common, tibi shoore ; but ^' 

" Yes/' pondered Mr. Latcbet, "the position 
is a trying one, distinctly so — ^that I recognize . 
at once. Nevertheless/' leaning on his stick 
and adoptîng the tone of a judge rather than 
an advocate, " I doubt whether I ought to 
meddle, whether, indeed, I should be justified 
in assumiDg that my voice would carry weight 
either on one side or the other.'' 

*'But maîster thinks a deal of your 
''pinion !" 

Acts smiled. 

" See 'ow 'e forgived young Kempson takin* 
thet rail, when you speaked up for *e." 

'^ Ah, but then he had no personal feeling 
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against Kempson — I mean he was not dîrectly 
on bad terms with him." 

" Neither 'as 'e any cause to be on bad terms 
wi' we/' decidedly. 

" That may be ; still " — with a suave smile 
— " I am afraid " 

John tossed the bit of moss over the wall. 

" Very good, sir," he exclaimed ; " say no 
more — I onderstands. But l'se sorry to We 
troubled ye. Dang me !" — in a louder tone, 
and with a dash of passion — " but l'se sorry 
to 'ave troubled ye ! And thet's your religion 1 
thet's your charity !" 

" I do not know what you mean," was the 
icy rejoinder; "if you suppose that I hâve 
been blind to the determined and open neglect 
of my teaching, and covert dislike of me as an 
individual, shown by you and your daughter 
ever since I undertook the care of this parish, 
or that I am able or willing to forget that 
same at a moment's notice, you are very much 
mistaken. I dô not profess to be dead to 
every human émotion." 

** fia !" smiled John, " thet's well ; passons 
do be expected to be moderato," and turned 
himself about with fine carelessness. 
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Acts compressed his lips. 

He disliked the Tapps, old and young, and 
he fdt glad — ^yes, glad, Christian minister as 
he was^ and foUower of Him who once upon a 
tîme told a man called Peter that if his 
brother sinned agaînst him he was to be for- 
given his sîn, not once, nor twice, nor thrice, 
but seventy times seven — that they had ÊJlen. 
on ill days. Nevertheless, he knew the force 
of class sympathies, the rapid growth of party 
feeling ; this dnll old crab of a clodhopper had 
his supporters, his staunch hackers, as well as 
his superiors. 

" You know," remarked he^ Mr. Latchet, as 
John clumped ofl^ " I do not wish to seem un- 
feeling. I only mean '" 

« Sir," said John, facing rouiid. his freckled 
fa^e aglow with honest indignation, his rust- 
coloured eyes bright with liveliest scorn, " ef 
you weer willin' to say the soundingest words 
you could string together — ef you'd preach a 
'oie sermon in my favour, l'd not 'ave it. IVe 
got a Friend," with a great smile, " such a 
Friend as man ne'er was nor e'er could be, and 
that Friend lives theer," pointing up at the un- 
clouded heaven, "and in 'im I puts my trust." 
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Then he went back to the wheelbarrow. 

Eyebrows lifted, hîs face expressive of cool 
amusement mixed with some wonder, as 
tliough in his mind he said, " Dear me, how 
droll!" Mr. Latchet made his way to tho 
apple-house, a low thatched building, little 
better than a shed, only four-walled, which 
stood in the kitchen garden and was used, as 
its name denoted, for the storing of fruit for 
winter use. He had often been there before, 
Bometimes with Aunt Rachel, to pick out a 
few baking pears or a dozen or two Ribstone 
pippins, or big yeUow codlins, when the year 
grew old and Mrs. Forbes' menues began to ex- 
hibit a certain absence of variety ; and once 
with Tiyphena to remark on the personal 
beauty and be ravished by the maternai fond- 
ness of a stray black-and-white cat, wbo with 
seven kittens had established herself on an 
empty sack in one of its corners ; so this 
présent visit occasioned him no sensé of 
strangeness. 

Gently he knocked at the worm-eaten door. 

But no one answered, neither was any sound 
audible. 

He knocked again. 

VOL. TII. ' 18 
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A cracklîng noise as of paper tbrust hastîly 
înto a pocket^ and Mr. Fowke obeyed the 
summons. 

"Well," said he, "and what the Oh, 

it's you, îs it V in a slîghtly modified tone, 
recognizing his not-to-be-evaded visitor ! 

** Yes," replied that gentleman ; " can I 
speak to you for a moment, in private V* 

" You can corne in hère if you like," was 
the gruff anawer. 

Lowering his head, Acts stepped athwart 
the threshold. Jacob pushed the door to with 
his foot. 

"I suppose/' observed he, when it was 
quite shut, " that you know what's up ?" 

"Yes/' replied Acts; "Sprague told me 
yesterday, and we met this moming !" 

" What ! in Coatham ?" 

" No, as I was coming hère." 

Jacob stared gloomily at a heap of straw 
thrown down on the floor afber the apples 
it had made a bed for had been rummaged 
out. 

" The man's a purse-proud jackanapes T 
enounced Acts, after a while ; " the world ia 
scarce big enough to hold him 1" 
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" To hold him and you, you mean," com- 
mented Mr. Fowke, caustically. 

" Yes," smiled Acts, " and you too. I tell 
you," with încreased energy, " somethîng must 
'be donc, and done at once T 

" But what ?" 

Mr. Latchet thought. 

" Can't you send the girl away somewhere ?" 
said he at length — " somewhere where I could 
nieet her, and — and — let it be got over," with 
a rush. 

Jacob opened his mouth and protruded his 
lower jaw. This was a trick of his when 
startled — or as nearly startled as one of his 
filow, unimpressionable nature could well be. 
You may hâve seen a too heavily-bitted horse 
<io the same. 

" You're for taking the buU by the homs !" 
•pbserved he, describing a half-circle with the 
4oe of his right boot on the dusty floor. 

" Yes," replied Acts, '' I am." 

Silence. 

" Well 1" exclaimed the minister, when some 
moments had elapsed, " hâve you nothing to 
•say ? Are you stricken dumb by the extent 
of my audacity ?" with a low, bitter laugh. 

18—2 
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** Nay/' replied Mr. Fowke, *' Tm not easy 
scared ; but I don't know " — dully — " I don't 
seem mucli to mind what happens, either oae 
way or t'other. After ail, it'll corne to the 
same thing in the end/' 

What do you mean ?" 

Jacob laughed his old grating, scomful 
laugh. 

" That's a stout beam/' remarked he, pre- 
sently, looking up at the knotted rafter whick 
ran through the building. 

" Yes/' said Acts lifting his eyebrowa 

"It would take a good bit to bring it down? 

" I dare say/' 

" You might hang a man to it, and'twouldn't 
shift — a man of your weight even. Ay ! 'tis 
a fine bit of elm. I recollect my father got it 
off a tree that was struck by lightning, and 
the same flash killed our shepherd, who'd 
taken refuge under it — ^killed him, and plas- 
tered the skin of his face on to the trunk just 
like a mask. Queer — eh ?" 

" Very," said Acta, drawing nearer to the^ 
door ; " but I do not quite see — I dare say it's. 
my stupidity — ^what ail this has to do with the 
^ubject we hâve in hand." 
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Jacob smiled. 

" No/' replied he, " more do I ; but when 
friends get talking — friends like you and I, 
you know," with an evil grin — *'things are 
apt to slip out unawares;" fingering some- 
thing in his pocket. 

The minister s eyes fastened thereon with 
ill-concealed anxiety. The man's manner 
struck him as abnormally eccentria He 
would hâve given his " Don Juan " to be at 
the sign-post and clean out of his reach ; 
nevertheless, he could not bring himself to 
put an end to the interview without having 
arrived at some definite plan of action. 

" Yes," he replied, " that is true ; still, we 
ought to corne to an understanding. I should 
like to know how you intend to deal with this 
fresh difficulty T 

" I don't intend 1" 

"But that is absurd — we cannot, in the 
Êice of fact, take up such a position as that ; 
remember " 

" 1 tell you," said Jacob doggedly, " I don't 
care two straws. Why should I ? no man 
dies twice — no ! not the biggest villain 
«ver *' 
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" But,"* cried Acts, "youre not dead — you re 
alive, alive and liable to be — to be — ^weil, l've 
no wiah to hurt your feelings, but leally ** 

Jacob stiffened. 

" Corne,'' said he, frigidly, " Tve had about 
as miich of this as IVe stx>mach for. You'd 
best be goîng.** 

"I believe," exdaîmed Acts, despeiately,. 
smiting his clenched fists together — " I believe 
that you're going to knuckle down to the 
fellow after ail — that you mean to flîng me 
over at the eleventh hour ; but mind " — shak- 
ing his forefinger threatenîngly — " you do so,^ 
and on goes the halter. You can be very 
funny about our being fiiends, you shaU see 
what a fiiend I can be îf you play me faJse." 

" Pooh !" scoffed Jacob, and tumed away to- 
pick up a pea which had roUed out of a small 
sack which stood against the wall. John 
wouJd begin cropping to-morrow. 

"Well,*' remarked he, finding that the^ 
minister still stood his ground, " do you mean 
to stick there ail day ? because if you do " — 
laughing bitterly, " l'd better get a Bible, or 
a '' 

Acts looked at him : his mirth ceased. The 
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f urious resentment expressed by that glance 
might well hâve checked the levity of an 
idiot. 

In silence they parted. 

Alone, Mr. Fowke took a letter from his 
pocket — that pocket the contents of which had 
occasioned a certain qiiick-witted gentleman so 
deep uneasiness — eyed it, bit his lip, and put 
it back again. 

" Lost !" muttered he to himself, plucking 
at his short black whiskers — " lost ! Why 
should I care ? Body and soûl and great God 
of me — why should I care ?" 



CHAPTER XVIL 

THE CORN IS RED THAT WAS 6REEN. 

pElRAMP, tramp, went Robert along 
the frozen footpath, between the 
short whitened grasses and scol- 
loped-ouf dandelion leaves and daisy tufts. 
For the sight of the stile — ^that stile over 
which Acts beheld him vault — ^had suddenly 
recalled Martha to his mind, and with Martha, 
Martha's words. 

*^ She saîd that I should meet her if I went 
back this way," thought he, dusting his gloved 
hands — the top ning was gritty — and strode 
on Êu3t. What would happen if they did 
meet, however, was quite beyond his powers 
of discemment. 

*^ She certainly seemed anxious to see me/ 
he pondered, '' and spoke as though she kne w 
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of something which mîght change the face of 
thîngs ; but women reason so loosely, their 
opinions are as rootless as duckweed. Still, ît 
will be a comfort to hâve sorae one to speak 
to, and she is a good créature, that is certain." 

Yet an hour ago he had laughed out loud at 
the "good créature," for a hysterical marvel- 
monger and seeker of mares' nests, whose 
-words, like the wares of a Florentine shop- 
keeper, must be appraised at about one quarter 
of their nominal value, and concerning whose 
beliefs or infidelities no sensible person would 
trouble himself for one moment. Oh ! most 
«erene and elevated and rational sceptic. 

But this is scarcely the fittest time to make 
fun of you, my Enthusiast, my Pioneer, march- 
ing, axe-armed, 

" So impatient, full of action, 
Full of manly pride and friendship." 

A little later, perhaps, when the curtain has 
been rung down and the strife is*ended and 
you hâve regained your native wastes, with 
maybe a crape band about your hat and more 
memories than you can well find room for, and 
the réputation of being a dismal failure your 
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lifeloDg possession, we maj uncork our wit^ 
effervescent, exhilarating as the finest vintage 
of bright Fiance, convert yon înto a plaiform- 
for our choicest pleasantries, adom jour name 
with our darkest sayings ; indeed there is no- 
telliDg how lavisli and handsome and amusing 
we may be when — ^when your back is tumed^ 
my good sir, and we feel ourselves again. 

Midway through the fir plantation — still 
green after a Êtshion, likewise full of the déli- 
cate smell common to ail such companies, like- 
wLse strewed brownly with dead branches,. 
frÎTjged with dry teeth of leaves, and fretted 
cônes, choice winter résorba of divers small 
peoples — ^midway through this haunt of quiet- 
ness Robert did loathly perçoive his spirits^ 
such as they were, to be on the wane. Hitherto- 
he had been too angry, too much occupied 
with his own grievances to feel either distress 
or alarm in any very marked degree. That 
he had t^een insulted ranked first of catas- 
trophes ; that his happiness was at stake chief- 
est of horrors. 

Now, however, as he walked on and on and 
no bonnet made its appearance — in itself a 
sufficiently oppressive circumstance, seeing 
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that it was to Martha, and Martha alone, that 
he, at this juncture, must look for advice and 
assistance — ^matters, hîs wrath having cooled^ 
somewhat, assumed quite a différent hue. 

He paused aghast at the magnitude of his 
selfishness — his foUy, in supposing that a 
woman could possibly form a resolution over 
night and adhère thereto the next moming. 
Why did he not walk on to Jobn's cottage at 
once — clutch time by the forelock ? Simpleton 
that he was — vain — 

When (he had reached the stile) whom 
should he see coming through the opposite 
gâte — the gâte leading to Hangman's ditch — 
but Miss Tapp herself. 

A trice and he was over those three gnarled 
legs — the dread and aversion of every " she*' in 
the neighbourhood — and scampering towards 
that very roundabout and unfashionable-look- 
ing female, — who in her tum performed a wild 
salute with her umbrella, — in as hot haste aa 
though she were — well, a young woman whom 
you might liken to Mereglens on fine April 
evenings, and the smeU of primroses, and 
violet stains on library floors, and pink géra- 
niums, without endangering your peraonal 
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liberty — about whom, in fact, it was a legiti- 
mate form of récréation to talk exactly as 
much nonsense as you fancied. 

" Ah !" exclaimed this esteemed person, 
when they stood face to face, ** I thowt that 
we should meet ; and l 'ope ye've got good 
news, sir ?" 

" No," replied he, " that I haven't. It was 
just as you said it would be. He shut the 
door in my face." 

" He !" echoed Martha — " you didn't see 
Miss Eachel, then V 

" No ; I met Isaac at the top of the lane, 
and he told me that he had just left a letter 
for Mr. Fowke — ^given it to him, himself, you 
know." 

" Ay !" — ^with a slow smile — " 'eVe got 
mighty spry 'bout letters lately/' 

" So I hurried on, and at the farm-yard 
gâte I found him reading this same document. 
He didn't hear me coming at first, but then 
he looked up, and tumed rather white, and 
walked off to the house." 

" But didn't you run after 'im ?" 

" I caUed." 

" Yes, and " 
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** He burst out laughing." 
" The beast !" hissed Martha— " the great, 
vulgar, onmannerly beast ! Why, clown aa 
I am, l'd be ashamed to act so by any one, 

let alone a gentleman 'oo ^but" — breaking 

off with that suddenness which some persons 
vowed detracted from the value of her re- 
marks, and abrogated the charms of social 
intercourse — "you see *e weer afeard to face 
ee. 

" Yes," said Robert, ** I suppose that wa» 
at the bottom of it." 

" Theer s no doubt but it was. *Tis just as 
I spected,*' and her tone was not altogether 
that of lamentation, " and you seed nothin' o' 
Miss Eachel ?" 

** No. But I met the man Latchet," stab- 
bing the life out of a hapless buttercup plant. 
"Eh!" exclaimed Martha, "you met tha 
minister V 

" Yes, and eut him dead !*' with slow 
pleasureful emphasis ; " not that that will hurt 
him much though/' after a brief pause, " he 
must be pretty well accustomed tô that sort 
of thing by this time, if his previous life haa 
been on a par with his présent." 
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Martha stood silent, her eyes bent on the 
ground. 

" m be bound," said she at length, " that 
'e's 'eerd of your bein' at Coatham. Dr. 
Sprague met I jest as I left the Garge yes- 
terday arternoon, and says 'e — ^a smîlin' 
and cockin' *is 'ead — *Es it true as Mr. 
Valoynes es back among us V or somethin' 
like that — 'e do blow and snuffle so there's no 
gettin' 'old o' one word in ten ; and I ses * I 
dunno ;' and then *e says, ' Cause, a friend o' 
mine, seed 'im go into the Garge ;' and I ses, 
* 'Deed,' quite cool — *tain*t my way to empty 
my 'ead to fill other people's — and then I 
walked on, but I dessay *e set the ballrollin'." 

" Besides," observed Robert, " I saw him 
speaking to Latchet at the corner of Friar 
Street, jiist a minute after he left you. I 
watched them out of my window.'* 

"Nay," said Martha, "thet's it, then. 
Lord, 'tis a world thet we do live in, and no 
mistake." 

Robert smiled. 

" Well," remarked he, at length, converting 
bis stick into a backboard, " and now for a 
plan of action. WhÉ; had I better do, do 
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you think, to defeat thèse worthies ? I must 
lose no time." 

Martha pinched up her lips. 

For a wliile she remained mute ; then she 
•exclaimed, troublously, her eyes away among 
the straight, ruddy stems of the still firs : 

" I do wish it 'adn't come to this, I do." 

" How do you mean ?" questioned Robert. 

" Well, sir," said she, in that desperate sort 
•of tone which had become so familiar to her 
iips of late, " you see I can't forget esrerything 
ail of a moment. I can't be a ooman without 
bein in someways a child too, and we was so 
bappy, she and me a playin' summers through. 
Why, IVe sat wi' 'er in my lap, 'oie arter- 
noons under thet very tree, she a-chattin' to 
'«rself and singin' 'er little songs — they talk 
a deal of potes, but I know ef she weer put 
to it, ye know, she'd make a sight finer potery 
nor 'alf them 'oo does — IVe sat wi' 'er in my 
lap under thet tree, ay, scores o' times ; in 
*er 'and, mebbe, a few bluebells, or cowslips, 
or ragg'd robins — ^she weer allays so set on 

flowers — and 'er 'ead laid 'pon myshoulder 

Oh, sir, do, please, not look at me,'' and Martha 
4}roke down utterly. 
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Robert stared at his boots^ 

** It's monstrous bard !" saîd be. 

** And/' sadd Martba, wiping ber eyes, " ef 
you feels it so, wbat must I — ^I, *ooVe growed 
up, cbild and gai, as you may say, witbin tbeîr 
sbadder. Wby, sir, a year agone ef you'd 
comed to me and said * Patty' — ^leastways I 
don't mean Patty, 'cause tbet's not your way 
o' speakin' — ^but 'Martba, sball tbe maister 
be be^ared or you bumt V Fd V said * me 
bumt/ ay, and meant it too, and walked into 
tbe fire as cheerful as tbougb I weer bein*^ 
married ; for tbe maister 'as allays been Misa 
Phenie, and Miss Phenie's been my life, and — 
theer — I am again ; ob, dear, but I could 
knock my 'ead off !" 

" Wby ?" demanded Robert, " since when 
bas it become.disgracefiil to give way ta 
natural and pure émotion? I tell you, 
Martha, I like you second best of ail women 
in the world ; and wby ? because you are a 
woman and bave a woman's beart — aa 
women's hearts would be if only we men were 
content to follow a little less closely on tbe 
beels of that Archman, the devil !" 

Nay," smiled Martha, heaving a little sigb 
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"she did not mind hearing that hé saw good 



in her — " nay, but I don't think thet's just at 
aU, for a man's been dear to me as my own 
soûl, and I*m sure Tm no friend to Satan. 
Besides, ain t you a man yourself ? But we 
marnât bide 'ère a chiffettin' ; I must begin my 
story/' and moved on a step or two. 

* * Your story," echoed Robert — ' * what story ?" 

" You shall 'ear when we gets to the tree. 
'Twill make it plainer, I think, ef I do p'int 
things out as we goes along !" 

Quickly they walked towards the wood. 

" Theer now/' said she, when they stood 
under the twisted heaven-seeking boughs of 
the vast old oak, " 'tweer theer/' pointing with 
her umbrella to a thick tuft of grass, "just 
theer 1" 

" But what," asked Robert, frowning wonder- 
ingly — " what was there T 

" Well, I couldn't see zackly, for ^tweer 
gettîn' dusk. But l'd best make a clean 
breast on't, as fayther says. Poor fayther l 'e 
do look so stright," moumfully, "well!" 
brisking up again, " I dessay you'll think l'm 
tellin' lies, but TU give you my word 'tîs 
€rospel truth. One aftemoon last October I 
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weer in this wood a gettin a few cônes fur 
firin'— they bums very bright, ye know, sir, 
and we wasn't very well off just then, through 
Tom bein' at 'orne, 'avin' eut 'is thumb 
wi* a bill 'ook, just across the bail, theer/* 
tuming up a chapped spécimen — " so I weer 
glad to make out as best I could ; and as I 
weer standin' down theer by tbe yew (you 
ain't noticed that, 'tis 'alf in the ditch and 
thick, so that no one can see round it), 'oo 
should corne by but maister. ' Well/ thinks 
I, *I wont say nowt, 'cause you can't well 
reckon on the fit *e's in ; mebbe 'e'd call 
me a thief — my apem weer full — so I kept 
stîll, intendin' to be gone when *e weer. But 
you may guess my feelin's when I found thét 
'e weer goin' no further than the next field, 
this field weer you and I do now stand, and 
thet 'e weer going to work theer, fiir presently 
l 'eard the noise of a pick, sech as l'd seed in 
'is'and as ^e went by. * Well,'I thought, ' I 
I must jest put a bold face on it, pr aps 'e won't 
'ear me arter aU,* and I picked up my petti- 
coats fur to make a start. But at thet very 
moment somebody else came along the path. 
This time 'tweer the mmister ; ^e stepped very 
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light, and Mr. Fowke seemed to take no notice. 
But no sooner 'ad 'e, Latchet, got over the 
stile, than t'other — the maister I mean — ^give 
a great shout as ef *e weer quite skeared ; and 
then theer weer a vast noise o' talkin', and I 
could 'ear that the minister weer desperate 
bounceable. Now 'e and I 'ad never been 
over friendly — l'd my reasons ; also, I didn't 
fancy the way 'e eyed Miss Phenie — so I jest 
iiade bold to creep up and 'ear what they — 
oh. Lord, what's thet ?" as a thrush flew out 
of the hedge. 

" Nothing,'' said Robert ; " only a bird/' 

Martha breathed hard. 

" I be that upset," said she, wiping her face 
with her apron, "thet l'm ready to jump out 
o' my skin. Weer was I V 

" Behind the yew, listening to two ruffians." 
. " Ay ! Well, I stood by a bit crouched down 
80 that they shouldn't see me, and I 'eerd the 
minister say, ' IVe caught you at last ; IVe 
got your life in the palm o' my 'and, under 
the sole o' my right foot ;' and then he laughed 
a bit — 'ow often 'ave I said those words over 
to myself since, and wondered what 'e could 
.a' meant by 'em — and then the maister bade 
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292 ROSE AND RUE. 



tim 'old, or Vd knock 'is brains ont, but 
Latchet— 'e only laughed again ; and then I 
went down on my 'ands and knees, and weer 
jest takin' a squint through the 'edge for I 
weer ail of a itch wi* curiosity like, wben the 

frînge o' my shawl caught on a twig, and ^^ 

"And you saw nothing, after allT with 
grim promptitude. 

Robert was in one of those pleasing moods 
when a man assumes the worst as a matter of 
course. 

Martha smiled. 
" Didn 1 1 r said she. 
" But what T 

" Well, for one thing, theer weer a pair o' 
pistols — them big uns that fits into Peter's 
saddle/' 

** No 1" exclaîmed Robert, 
" That theer weer then, and summat black, 
and — for thet lay quite close to me, so thet I 
could see it as plain as I can see you — a 
pocket-book — a great leathem pocket-book^ 
with a bright catch " — (Robert's face reddened 
to his hat) — " and 'e'd dug a 'oie in the bank, 
just as though he meant to bury 'em one and 
ail ; but l'd not much time for spyin', fur 'e'd. 
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'eerd that twig snap, and bawled out so, thet 
I weer on y too glad to get off without beiu' 
<îaught ; but it weer rum now, wern't ît ?" 

Robert gazed up at that thrush, who, now 
perched on a branch to his right — o» round, 
fuU-bodied brancb, which, maybe, was of the 
thickness of my second finger, when gipsy- 
faced Rowley nodded drowsily in his green 
fortalice — was now engaged in making herself 
beautiful with fine hennish eamestness. 

"Truly," said he, and you could not hâve told 
from his tone if he knew whereof he spake. 

Martha's face fell. For a moment or two 
she stood^ her eyes downcast, a pout on her 
lips, as though she were in two mindô as to 
whether she would not just toss her head and 
l)id him " good-moming " without more ado. 
Then she walked towards the bank. 

" Twas about theer," said she, somewhat 
frigidly, pointing to a spot where the moss 
and coarse grass and little feathery hedgerow 
growths took a tinge of brown, '* thet 'e'd dug 
the 'oie. Course I can't say whether anything 
weer put into it or no. The minister might 
'ave just slipped it ail into 'is pocket — *e spoke 
•quite bold enough." 
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'* Ah r sakl Robert, ahandonîr.g his omi- 
tholcgical tftudies, ''but the hole ^ras di^ 
therer 

** As Dear as I can remember.'* 
Withoat another woid he weot down on. 
bb kneeB, puUed off bis gloves, and rooting 
oui the aibresaîd weeds with bis big stiong 
white bandé, scraped awaj a Utile he^ of 
mould, the whîch lattling down, broke the 
ttiin ice in the ditch below — ^that ditch inta 
which Jacob had stepped backwards whilst 
assuring Acts that he had taken him for "OkL 
NicL" 

** YeTl 'ev to dîg deeper nor that, air," said 
Martha» '^Bemember, Vd got a pick; 'ère,, 
let I corne,"" and down she popped on her 
knees by the side of him and grubbed awayas 
though within an inch of a fortune. ** Fm 
afèard/" said she, when they had tumed np 
some six pounds or so of dark, sweefc-breathed 
earth — ^what smell goodlier than that given 
forth by a newly-tumed spadefol, a moist 
bank in spring? — ^^Tm afeard thet it's labour 
lost/' 

'' Don't say that I" exclaimed Robert ; " I 
felt something then — yes," scraping and 
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scràtching quite furiously, " something harcL 
Corne out, will you ? There," wrenching îotÙl 
a long nondescript object, caked in dirt, and 
garnished at the lesser end by a writhing 
wonn — " there !" with a dry laugb. 

** My gracions I" said Martha, and redoubled 
lier exertions. 

One by one they ail came to light; brace of 
pistols, little bit of black rag pierced with five 
boles — corresponding oddly with the position 
of a man's eyes and nostrils and mouth — and 
leathern pnrse. 

Robert fell back on his heels as he laid hold 
of this, also his face, flushed by labour and 
expectation, tumed very white. 

** Her father I" he murmured, letting it fall 
out of his hand among the grass — "her 
father 1" 

" Et's ne ver youm ?" exclaimed Martha, 
paling too. 

"Yes, it is," said he, "it is the purse I 
stuffed full of tissue paper at Lyme, lest I 
should be robbed between there and Axmin- 
ster, becâuse the landlord at the inn told me 
that highway robberies were fréquent on the 
road I should hâve to take. Oh, for some air," 
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flinging back his head, " I feel as if I must 
suffocate !" 

Martha glowered like one cataleptia 

" But then," said she at length, " maister 
must 'a been the 'ighwajrman ?" and fixed her 
ejes on Robert in solemnest perplexity. 

Robert kept silence. 

For a while they remained so. Martha 
was the first^ womanlike, to regain something 
like self-posses,slon. 

«Tis very dreadful," said she, scramblîng 
to her feet — " dreadful because o' Miss Phenie ; 
but I don't know that I m altogether so taken 
back" — she was, though — " 'cause IVe 'eerd so 
many queer things said about 'im, and I dunno, 
Vs got such a strange way. IVe often said to 
fayther, * ef maister wasn't maister, et's you 
should meet him in a dark lane sooner nor 1/ '* 

Robert sîghed. 

" But the man doesn t want for money ?" he 
rejoined 

"Theer's them," replied Martha, "as 'ud 
"want in 'eaven/' 

Mr. Valoynes got off his knees, and looked 
down at a green stain on the skirt of his 
brown coat. 
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*'I hâte to touch the thiiîgs," said he, 
moodily ; " but I suppose I must/' 

" You'll take them away with you ?" 

" Tes, I suppose so." 

"Why, in course you will, and go to a 
magistrate, and make your statement, and get 
a warrant to arrest the rascal." 

Martha was rather proud, between you and 
I, of the familiarity with légal procédure be- 
trayed in this admonition. 

Ex)bert stood silent. 

" Why, you don't mean to say/' cried she, 
quite indignantly, " that you re going to let 
Im off ?" 

" I don't mean to say anything. T must 
think." 

Martha cleaned the palms of her hands with 
a mallow frond. 

" l'U tell you what," said she at length, " a 
wise 'ead makes a still tongue. l'd best 'ave 
let well alone." 

"Why?" smiled Eobert, filling his great- 
coat pockets, and looking amused despite his 
trouble. 

"Because you dont care — ^because youre 
just as cool and 
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** Do yoa thÎDk Tiypheiia would like hei" 
father to be haog T 

To that our gmmbler oould saj nothîng. 

" You may be sure," he went on, " that I 
shall do my best; bat I am not <»imipotent — 
I cannot control the course of events ^ 

And then he, with a great hand-squeeze^ 
took his departore — strode over the grass 
away to Coatham to do his best — ^this young 
man who was not omnipotent, who oould not 
control the course of events. 




CHAPTER XVIIL 

WITH 0FFEBIN6 AND BLOOD SACBIFICË OF 

TEABB. 

"*— — ^ELL," said Mr. Fowke, turning 

himself about on his chair, in his 
!fjgH right hand a table-knife tipped 
with a bit of mouldy cheese, which flavourable 
morsel he was in the act of conveying to his 
mouth, " don't thee want thy supper ?" 

The person he addressed was Aiint Rachel, 
the time eight p.m., before him spread the 
usual concomitants of his evening meal — ^to 
wit, a pièce of rusty bacon, ditto of tough pale 
cheese, a big brown loaf, and an equally big, 
iikewise brown, cider jug. He would seem ta 
hâve just sat down. 

" No," she answered, throwing her needle, 
which had just snapped in half — she was, as 
usual, at work by the small round table, àt 
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work on a new blaxîk stuff apron — ^into the 
fire, and searching for another. 

" How's that r 

She remained sîlent. 

** How*8 that ?" he reiterated. 

"There are those who want supper more 
than I do/' 

He laughed^ and emptîed hîs mug, tben ate 
what cheese lie had upon his plate and helped 
himself to more. 

''Thou'rt a fool!'' smiled he, dispassionately^ 
after a bit 

" Never mind. You give me that key/' 

"WhatkeyT 

" That key." 

He shook his head, assimiing an expression 
of stolid ignorance. 

" Very well," said Aunt Bachel, in that cold, 
hard, ugly tone, common to most women when 
much exasperated; "then to-morrow 111 make 
Tapp break open the door. Not another night 
do I pass in this ho use, with things like this.'' 

" That," said Jacob, coolly, " may be truer 
nor thou'st any inkling ofl" and grinned 
wickedly, as if he greatly relished his own 
clevemess. 
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There eosued an oppressive silence. 

Appetite appeased, Mr. Fowke pushed back 
his chair, rose to his feet, carved a great hunch 
of bread, the which he slipped into one of his 
coat pockets, and made for the door. 

" Where are you going T exclaimed Aunt 
Bachel, letting her work fall on her lap, and 
looking up at him with eyes made great of 
dread. 

He paid no more heed than might one bom 
deaf. 

" No," cried she, jumping up from her seat, 
and running out after him into the hall, '^ you 
shall not I Jacob T' clutching at his sleeve. 

" Let be !" he growled. 

" But 'tis not right to treat any créature so* 
For God's sake " 

" You want me to forgive her, don't you V 
inquired he, smilingly ; " you want to hâve 
her downstairs again to run on your errands, 
and do your dirty work, and " 

" I don't want her to be driven crazy." 

" Then," said he, " let be !" and therewith 
strode off up the broad dark stairs, in his 
hands the candie he had taken from the sup-- 
per table. 
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White faced, her teeth set înto her under 
lip, her heart thumping as it had not since 
one Sunday evening, when, as you may re- 
member, she having, in the présence of a slim 
young hunter*s moon, just parted from a man 
called Acts Latchet, paused, hands clasped, 
unknowing whether to laugh or cry, — Miss 
Fowke stood and listened. 

So she stood last night and the night before. 
and the night before that — stood, not an adult 
female, but a pair of ears, hearing her single 
sensé. 

At first ail was still, save for divers ghostly 
cracks and creaks of aged beams, as the master 
lumbered on. Then the cry of a seldom 
opened door, like to the sudden révulsion of 
feeliiig produced by encountering strangers on 
the mind of one fond of solitude, smote the 
chill air, and then another cry, human, treble, 
most pitiful. Aunt Rachers large-knuckled 
fingers clipped those ample banistérs — cUpped. 
them tîght, as might one dying, chance of 
life. 

One, two, three, four, five minutes, three 
hundred and fifty seconds — ^minutes of dark- 
ness and suspense, seconds of brain pulsing 
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^nd vague fear, and a shrill scream, a 
shriek. 

Up the stairs flew Miss Fowke. 

" He may kill us," said she to herself — said, 
mind you, not muttered, said right out loud so 
that you could hâve heard her below had you 
been standing there — '* but it shall be to- 
gether," and stumbled on past her own room, 
up a narrow flight of stairs — once she came 
down on her hands and knees — to the thres- 
hold of a room situate under the roof, a room 
few persons knew the existence of. 

The door was ajar, a faint light streamed 
through the aperture so occasioned, the key 
was in the lock. 

Plucking that forth Aunt Rachel walked 
boldly in, and saw — 

A girl crouched in a corner, clinging to the 
wall ; a man standing glaring at her, his fist 
<îlenched ; a girl with a pinched white face 
and great brîght eyes, destitute of sensé as 
two big diamonds, and dry scarlet lips, and 
swart-tangled hair ; a man fierce, dangerous. 

"You wretch!" exclaimed Aunt Rachel, 
Walking up to him, and striking down his 
hand — ** you abominable, atrocious, unnatural 
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monsterl Touch her if you dare !" and planted 
herself between them, erect as any grenadier. 
For — it might be a minute — ^the man eyed her 
irresolute^ then he tumed on his heel and fled, 
not hastily, quite at his leisure — ^nay, with a 
certain show of firmness, of knowing why ha 
went; nevertheless he^ed. 

Left to herself — ^he forgot to take the candie 
— ^Aunt Eachel gave vent to a great tremuloua 
sob. 

" Oh," cried she, going down on her kneea 
by Tryphena, who gazed at her stupidly as 
though not knowing who she was or why she 
had corne there, or, indeed any thing about her 
(I think that hurt worst of ail), " my dear — 
my dear I" and took her in her arms and wept 
over her, and rocked herself to and fro, and 
sobbed and moaned and wailed so that I do 
not like to write of it. One has troubles 
enough of one's own in this world without 
going out of one's way to make fresh ones. 

Well, there they sat, ît may hâve been one 
hour, it may hâve been half a dozen — ^yoa 
could not hear the clock strike up in this 
spider s palace, this cobwebby, fusty, rat-eaten 
refuge of flue and mildew, wherein a smail 
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fnghtened créature had bode ail but seven 
riîghts and days, had known hunger and 
thirst, and mad lust for liberty, and racking 
pains, and loss of sensé — happy loss, (there 
are strange things done even now in the dark 
corners of this best possible world of ours) — 
there they sat, I say, I cannot well tell how 
long, the girl's head on Miss Fowke's shoulder, 
her slight fever-ruled body gathered up in the 
woman's strong lean arms, now and then a big 
tear dropped on her roughened hair, midst 
kisses — kisses that stung the lips that gave 
them. 

For like Martha, Aunt Rachel, her affections 
fairly roused, was of the fiery order of levers. 
Did she love you, she loved you desperately, 
knowing no limit, neither possibility of with- 
holding. 

And now, as she saw with her eyes and 
heard with her ears — did not Tryphena babble 
sickly as she lay, babble of Martha, and Robert, 
and letters, and his locket (she had it round 
her neck, be sure) of glad days and sad, of 
little things long forgot, little poîsonoUs, sharp- 
tooihed things which, as they met the mind, 
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pricked, — ^how vast evil had been wrought hj 
lier readîness to gratify, no matter at whose 
expense, that fierce mind-hunger, provoked by 
grief, she sorrowed, ay, mightily. God grant 
that ne*er you nor I shall ever sorrow so ! 

There was a day, well dîght of days — a day 
of gorgeous golds and reds — when the great 
sun, like to a sweet king, laughed ail day long, 
and wreathed maids' lips in smiles, and Jacob, 
tired with harvest toil, having corne home and 
found hîs dinner unprepared, had, to speak 
plain English, been very cross ; whereupon 
hîgh words ensued, and much unhappiness. 
And Aunt Rachel, sîtting down when he had 
gone, had fallen a weeping, for she was tired 
too ; and as she sat, head on hand, wishing 
duUy that she mîght soon be dead, a little 
blue-eyed gîrl had corne to her and, putting^ 
her arms about her neck, had said, " Auntie, 
do you not cry, for Phenie feels for you/' and 
kissed her tenderly, that little girl, upon the 
mouth, her head just reaching thereunto — and 
she had beat en the child lustUy scarce two 
hours ago. 

I tell you as Miss Fowke thought of that^ 
makîng the darkness light, winter summer. 
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sucli a wave of tenderness swept through her 
mind that it seemed as though she could never 
be again as she had been, but must be new and 
gentle and quite '^therwise. 

" My child/' whîspered she, pressing her 
trembling lips to Phenie's fiery brow, " God 
pardon uae !" 

So they sat. 

About eleven — Aunt Rachel, who was of 
too keen a nature ever to quite lose sight of 
fact, fancied that three hours must hâve 
elapsed since she obtained the mastery — about 
eleven, Tryphena having awakened from the 
torpor into which she had fallen on finding 
herself in sMtering arms and the présence of 
a friend, and murmured hoarsely, "I want 
something to drink/' she, Miss Fowke, arose 
and felt her way downstairs to procure a 
tumbler and some water, likewise food, if fate 
should faveur her. Daily bread had been 
somewhat scarce with some one of late. 

Down, down, down crept she. At length 
her foot touched the mat at the bottom of the 
stairs. She, stole,on through the hall. As 
she neared the kitchen, an odd noise, as of a 
person choking, , struck on her ears. She 
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pushed open the door, which was half closed, 
and looked in. 

There sat Jacob, hîa arms flung oufc on the 
table, his head resting thereon, crying-yes, 
crying terribly. On the floor by his side a 
crumpled letter. 

" Goodness !" ejaculated Aunt Raohel. 

Slowly he raised his head ; blearedly he 
stared at her. 

" It's ail lost/* said he — " every farthing ;" 
and fell a-sobbing again. 

" What's lost ?" said she, turnîng very pale. 

" And I Ve been such a brute to her !" he 
went on, catching his breath, " and she just 
like a lamb. Oh, Lord — oh, Lord !" 

*' There's no need to take God's name in 
vain," was the grave rejoinder ; "if youVe done 
wrong, tell it. ^ Let the ivicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts» 
and let him retum to * " # 

" The dust that he was made of," exclaîmed 
Jacob, pushing back his chair, and rising to 
his feet, and then took his candie and marched 
off upstairs without another word. 

Leaving the letter on the floor. 

" My dear sir," read Aunt Bachel — it was 
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not without compunction tliat she picked it 
up, but she did — "it is with the most heartfelt 
sorrow that I now peu thèse words. Captain 
Piper of the Seahawk, bound from Madeira to 
Plymouth, arrived in this harbour this morn- 
ing. He immediately on landing called on me, 
and laid before me the foUowing disastrous 
intelligence. On the tenth of December, his 
mate, P. Edwards, being on the look-out, 
sighted a water-logged vessed to N.W. On 
signalling it, a distress signal was run up, and 
presently the Seahawk, being put about, they 
deseried two men who immediately gave 
tokens that they were in want of assistance. 
A boat was put ojff, and they were brought on 
board in a very exhausted condition. They 
subsequently stated that the wrecked vessel, 
which settled within half an hour of theîr 
deliverance, was a trading barque of fifty tons 
register, called the Good Hope, and bound 
from Bridport to the coast of Guinea, also that 
a mutiny had broken out among the crew — 
twenty-three in number — of whom they were 
the sole survivors, and the captain and ûrst 
mate had been murdered, and their bodies 
thrown overboard about ten knots off Cape 
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Finisterre, when they were overtaken by a 
fearful gale whict camed away their masts, 
wasiied overboard and drowned the rest of the 
crew, and left them in the wretched state 
described by Captain Piper. Thia is a most 
grievous calamity-and ^" 

And Aunt Bachel's eyes failed her. 

She stood as one mesmenzed. 



CHAPTER XIX 




AND LO, BETWEEN THE NIGHTFALL AND THE 

LIGHT. 

HE shock imparted to her aJready 
shaken mind by the perusal of thîa 
singular and, at first sight, inexpli- 
cable document, got the better of — ^in so 
far at least as was consonant with uninter- 
rupted consciousness — Aunt Rachel folded it 
up, put it away in the cupboard (would that 
she could put its memory as well !) and busied 
herself in coUecting such thîngs as she thought 
likely to be wanted upstaîrs. 

The fire was out ; she must light it, and 
there was not so much as a chip left in the 
wood basket. Throwing on Tryphena's shawl 
-^how that would hâve stung last night ; nay , 
it had been as much as she could do to let the 
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poor thing haDg unmolested on its nail — she^ 
hastened out to the washhouse, where the logs 
and sticks were kept. 

As she undid the door of that slightly chill 
and malodorous tenement, in the centre of 
which stood a wonderful old pump of qnite 
afiecting simplicity of design, gamished by a 
stone table t bearing the date 1658, and 
further setting forth in bas-relief, and with 
great naturalness, how Adam and Eté passed 
their waking hours in Faradise, something 
white and long and not qnite unphantomlike 
issued from out the gloom and glided by her 
towards the house. She started aside and 
tumed to look, and exclaimed, " What's that?" 
being a little off her balance, to tell the truth^ 
and inclined to make much of trifles; but 
nothing could be seen, so she supposed she 
had been mistaken, and set to filling her 
apron with ail possible dispatch. SomehoWj. 
that washhouse was the unaccountablest old 
hole ; she had alway s thought so, always, from 
a child. 

Back in the kitchen, and the door re-boltedj. 
action checked, or if not quite that, consider- 
ably weakened, thought. After ail, if thi& 
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misérable ship had gone down, and they were 
a hundred or two the poorer, there still wa3 
plenty ; and with a good house over your head, 
and four substantial meals a day ail the year 
round, you really could not find much to 
grumble at. 

"Its those unhappy créatures who were 
drowned that I think of/' mused Aunt Rachel^ 
battling with her petticoats and a tray, where- 
on steamed a basin of gruel and tumbler of 
port-wine negus ; " besides, I felt certain what 
would corne of it. I knew that he'd burn his 
fingers sooner or later ; every one does who 
gets mixed up in those mad kind of ventures. 
Well, my dear/' pushing open the attic door, 
'* and how do you feel now V 

But Tryphena made no answer. 

She was lying fuU length on the bare boards^ 
her face tumed to the walL She did not fiiwi 
them hard now; she would, I think, ^ever 
know hardness more. 

Miss Fowke deposited the tray on a lopsided 
chest of drawers, which, with two windpw 
pôles, composed the entire furniture of tbis 
evil place. 

** Phenie !" said she, bendipg down ai\d 
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laying her hand on the girrs shoulder, " rouse 
up and corne to your own room. Corne and 
get undressed and go into bed. Yes, do T 
entreatîngly. 

"No !'' said the gîrl, gettîng doser to the 
wall, as though ît aflforded her a sensé of 
securîty — " no !" 

" But you wîll die ; it is quite wrong to be 
80 obstînate." 

" I do not care !" 

Miss Fowke seemed at Her wits' end. 

" I hâve brought you some gruel," said she 
at length, " and some hot wine and water ; 
i?^on't you hâve it before it gets cold ? It wîll 
-warm you, and/' taking a small numb hand 
between her own, " you are like a stone T* 

" It is," said Tryphena, dreamily, " because 
•of my love for him. I ought to hâve gone to 
Africa." 

" Gone to Africa !" echoed Aunt Eachel, in 
blank bewilderment. 

"Yes," rejoined the girl, sitting up and 
pushing back her hair ; " 'twas father s ship, 
and the way was plain. Jésus has said so — 
Jésus, my Jésus. Ah, beautiful Lord !" cross- 
dng her hands upon her breast, " cannot you 
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-see Him standing there, so white and royal ? 
Jésus, my beloved !" flinging ter arms out 
wide as though to embrace some one. 

" Be quiet !" exclaimed Aunt Rachel, " do 
you want your father to corne to you V 

** And He bas known sorrow too — sorrow, 
^nd want, and pain. He fell beneath His 
cross. Oh that I bad been there to let it crush 
me to small bits insteadl And the people 
that went by wagged their heads at Him. 
That must bave been the worst of ail, do you 
not think so?" catching hold of a work- 
Coarsened hand — ** to hang there agonized, 
knowing it was for them, and be reviled. 
Oh!" bursting into tears ; "but," with a 
«mile such as may bave Stephen given — ^is 
not a smile, indeed, a gift ? yes, best of gifts 
— when seeîng heaven, ''now look at Him. 
See His clear face, His high, sweet air." 

Aunt Rachel bent down and took her in 
her arms, and stîfled the mad words against 
her bosom. 

" I tell you," exclaimed she, " he*ll hear." 

"Who?" smiled Tryphena, "God hears 
«verything." 

Then she seemed to sleep. 
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**You see," said she, presently, "it has^ 
comforted me so. When I was so hungry I 
thought that I must die, I said * Lord feed 
me/ and the pain went off. When I clioked 
for thirst He gave me drink. Oh, but do not 
think me a hypocrite. He i^ my Saviour ; He 
has saved me; without Him I muât hâve 
perished/' 

Aunt Rachel shook. 

" Oh, child !'' moaned she. 

Then again there was a luU. 

" Aunt Rachel," said Phenie, at length, " do 
y ou really love me ? You are very good ; but 
do you love me — love^ you know ?" looking up 
in her face questioningly. 

" Yes/' replied Aunt Kachel, " I do ; I love 
you dearly." 

" Then how came you to let father put ma 
hère ?" 

Silence. 

" Never mind," pursued the girl, resting on 
her elbow, and heaving a little sigh, " I wiU 
hâve some wine «,îid water, if you will give it 
me in a spoon. I could not hold a gla^s.'' 

So she had three tea-spoonfuls. 

" There," said she, " and now I caii go to 
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«leep. No, I do not want any more," and 
tumed agaîn to the wall. 

On crawled the sluggisli hours. Mîss Fowke 
would hâve had her charge get up and shake 
off her drowsiness, and be conducted to her 
own room, but sleep, sleep, sleep was ail her 
cry. " I hâve not slept for five whole nîghts/' 
urged she ; so there seemed some little reason 
why her waywardness should be put up with, 
and even a lap found for her heavy head, and 
excuses for the incohérent mutterings where- 
with she interspersed her slumbers. 

Thinking things over— one bas a fine oppor- 
tunity of indulgîng in that species of récréation 
when acting as sick nurse — Miss Fowke came 
gradually to the conclusion that of ail the in- 
<îongruities and monstrosities whereby she sat 
surrounded, the most purely enigmatical was 
Tryphena's déclaration that this had corne 
upon her because she did not go to Africa. 

" Go to Africa 1" reiterated Aunt Bachel, 
mentàlly, knitting up her brows — "go to 
Africa 1" and felt quite weak. But she might 
be light-headed. Also, and that, unhappily, 
was not to be got rid of or disguised by any 
device wbatever, the distincUy unfortunate 
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and reprehensible and even disgraceful . cha-^ 
racter of Mr. Fowke's secret enterprise becamô 
more and more appréciable every moment that 
one dwelt on it. " He wouldn't say," pon- 
dered Aunt Rachel, gloomîly, " where he got 
the money from. If he'd stolen it he couldn't 
hâve been doser. To-morrow, though, 111 
hâve it out with him — of that I am deter- 
inined. l'il know whose it was, and what it 
went for. l'm not going to be ruined blind- 
fold.^' 

To-morrow, quoth she, — shrill crew a cock 
to-day ; Gran barked in the stables ; some 
one, most likely John, passed up the lane ; 
from the cowyard came the rattle and clang of 
milk-pails. Yes, again throbbed the bands, 
and flew the wheels, and thumped the pistons 
of this immeasurable, perpétuai, stupendous 
machine called life. Oh, blessed night — pil 
for gaping wounds throughout the Universe, 
poured in by the hand of that Good Samaritan 
whose surname îs Law — ^who has not hymned 
ihy excellence, to.whom hast thou not brpught 
comfort ? 

Armt Rachel, howeyer, though usually as» 
warm an upholder of the, Qla\ms of rest as ara. 
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most actively-inclined persons — a stout* para- 
dox, but with its pînpoint of truth — was, on 
this spécial occasion, something less than 
smitten with poignant regret at the return of 
day. To squat on a bare floor, your lega 
doubled up, Turk fashion, your lap a pillow, 
unfettered action as impossible as though you 
were a heathen ido], or the leader of a party, 
is scarcely the most agreeable way extant of 
disposing of your noctumal leîsure. 

"It is morning," said she, bending over 
Tryphena, who, lips parted, her cheeks a little 
pînk, slept peacefully as a tired child. 

But the girl slept on. 

'/ My dear," said Aunt Rachel, giving her a 
slight shake, "you must let me get up. I 
hear the men in the yard." 

Phenie sighed. 

Untying her apron, the which she converted 
into a kind of bolster, and put under her 
head, Aunt Rachel, with a groan — she had 
not stirred a hair's breadth for hours — strug- 
gled up on to her feet. 

" I will not be long," said she, and lamely — 
her right foot had gone to sleep, as if to spite 
and déride the rest of her weary body — lefb 
the room. 
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It was still dark îndoors, though the outer 
world was wide awake. As she stole on down 
the creakîng staîrs, Aunt Ifetcliel caught the 
Sound of rain, sullen raîn, scourgîng the Win- 
dows with cruel steadiness, pouring from the 
eaves in little straight white streams lîke rods 
of quicksilver, peppering into the brimming 
water-butt ; and with this came saddest harp- 
ing of roused wind — wind which laying hold 
of the battered weathercock on the old dove- 
cote caused that vénérable biped to do severe 
^md audible penance for ail the false reports 
he had industriously circulated during the 
last hundred years, and shook mimic déluges 
out of ivy-bushes, and raced madly hère and 
there, now roarîng in a chimûey, now rattling 
^ door, now mysteriously inflating and creep- 
ing about under the loosened paper-hangîngs 
of damp walls. A grim and gloomy day, a 
day on which, under the most favourable of 
oircumstances, it would be difficulté not being 
a seraph, or a successful débutant, or one newly 
married, to maintain a décent equableness 
of demeanour, but which, in the présent 
aspect of affîdrs, must assuredly be eyed 
wiih 
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" Goodness gracious 1" exclaimed Miss 
Fowke, cuttîng a caper over something in 
the hall, a caper which ail but sent her 
sprawling on the flags — *' whatever's that ! 
and tumed back to see, aggrievedly. Had she 
not been "put about" enough ? 

Though the principal window was still 
shuttered, a faint semblance of light crept in 
through that over the door ; a long look, and 
the mystery was solved. On her side, her 
four thin legs stretched out stiff and straight, 
her wide-open glazed eyes tumed upwards as 
though in her last agony she had had a thought 
— that dogs do think is, I fancy, tolerably 
well known by now — of the tender soûl in 
whose compassionate affection she had found 
the sole joy of her feeble days, lay Beauty, 
quite dead — dead and cold as the stones she 
lay upon. 

Neglected, thrust into outhouses, dealt 
with below pretty much as one other loving, 
gentle, much-enduring friend of ours had been 
dealt with above, the old hound had on this, 
her last night, crept from among the worn- 
out pots and kettles, in company of which 
she had of late made her bed — she who never 
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was tomed out, was alwajs let to doze and 
dream by the warm hearth — ^mto the kitchen» 
when Mifis Fowke went to seaicli for wood, 
and thence, being an hangered, and it may 
be troubled (she bad been very nneasy ever 
since Tryphena^s disappearance, indeed, that 
was vflay sbe was denied the bouse, Annt 
liacbel was afraid that she was going mad), 
into the hall, where, strength &iluig her and 
God being good, she made her end 

A vague sensé of discomfort vibrating in 
her mind — of course dogs must die, but they 
liad had this one so long, and though the old 
créature was sometimes a worry, stîll one had 
got accustomed to her, and Gran was no good 
for the house ; besides, she might hâve had 
those "bits;" perhaps she had gone rather 
short of late ; she looked very thic — Jittle 
better than skin and bones — but there was 
such a deal to be thought of, you could not 
remember everythîng ; — just a little sorry 
that this had happened, I say, just a little 
doubtful as to why it had — whether, in fact, 
it might not hâve been as well to see that the 
poor beast was not left dinnerless, as well as 
kept in her place — Aunt Rachel hastened on 
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into the kitchea, intending to call Tapp to 
come and take the body away. She cpuld be 
buried by Lady, her mother, under the plum 
tree — 'twould do it good. 

Clang fell the shutter bar. 

In flowed the gray day over the sanded 
floor, the ash-strewn hearth, the uncleared 
table. 

Miss Fowke paused. 

She was surprised to find things so. When 
the master chanced to be down first it was 
his habit to light the fire. 

And that he must be down by now was 
certain, for hark ! the clock was just going to 
strike eight. 

" Dear, dear !" said Aunt Rachel. 

Another proof that Mr. Fowke had gone 
forth unto his labours came to light when she 
reached the door. It was unbolted, likewise 
unlocked. » " I could never hâve left it so last 
night," she thought, growing more and more 
uneasy — ^why, she knew not, except that losa 
of sleep always made her feel queer — ^but she 
could not venture to be positive either one 
way or the other. Had you told her that 
she at the présent moment stood on her head> 
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G^e would have considered before contradict- 
ing you. 

Dully she looked out upon the raîn. Tapp 
would be in the stable — ^that is, if one could 
venture to assume the legitimate whereabouts 
of any one — but you would get wet to the 
skin did you attempt to proceed thither in 
this downpour; and yet Beauty must be 
taken away. Dully she tumed it over, when 
â gâte banged, and some one — a man — ran 
quickly up the road. 

That man was John — John^ in hottest haste 
— John^ his mouth open, his face the colour 
of his smock, but for the little red Hnes, like 
the rivera in a inap^ meandering over his 
cheeks — John plainly in direst trouble. 

" What's the matter T called Aimt Eachel, 
paling too. 

" The maister 1" he cried, stumbling on up 
the garden path. 

« WeU ?" 

" 'EVe been and ^anged 'isself — 'anged 
^isself in the apple*ouse 1 Oh Lord ! I be fit 
to drop 1" and therewith set his elbow against 
the wall^ and leant his head on his hand, and 
ga8pe4 alarmingly. 
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Aunt Kachel laid hold of the lintel of the 
door. Her face reddened as from a blow. 

On a sudden the air grew thick with noise 
of hoofs. A man mounted on a gray galloway 
rode at a sharp trot up to the gâte. John 
turned and looked at him. 

'* Et's Muster Valoynes," said he ; but Miss 
Fowke neither spoke nor moved. 

Robert dismounted, and hooked his horse's 
bridle over the gate-post. He had corne to 
make a last attempt at a peaceful settlement 
of différences — love being sweeter than Justice, 
or her better-half, Eevenge. 

But scarcely had he set his face towards 
the house — ^he fancied Miss Fowke looked 
extraordinarily grave-than some one else 
met his puzzled eyes, some one small and 
white, with a scarred mouth and loosened 
hair — some one quite fierce and crazed-looking. 

" No/' cried Tryphena, twisting her arm 
out of Aunt RacheFs quick grasp — " no ; I 
heard John say it. I could not stay upstairs, 
I was afraid, and I found Beauty in the 
hall—" 

" Go in 1" exclaimed Aunt Rachel, again 
laying hold of her. 
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" But father 1*' she criecL " Ifc isn'fc true 
that— Oh, John I" 

But John tumed away. He could not bear 
to see her so. 

"Tryphena/' said Aunt Eacheli "control 
yourself. You hâve no father !*' 

And for a brief space she did control her- 
self— for a brief space she stood mute and 
motionless ; then she sank, not fell, just sUd 
gently down on to the stones at Eobert's feet, 
and the chill raîn beat chilly down on her. 
She had nor sensé, nor memory, nor kno wledge 
any more. 



CHAPTER XX. 

AS WATERGRASS TO HERDS, IN THE JUNE 

DAYS." 

IjOR weeks — nay, for a whole month 
and three days — did Tryphena lie 
'twixt life and death. 
Jacob Fowke's body having been examîned 
by Dr. Sprague where it hung — that was on 
the beam, conceming the stoutness and anté- 
cédents whereof he made remark to Mr. 
Latchet on the preceding morning (Aunt 
Eachel sent off to the doctor at once, likewise 
wrote to the coroner at Eobert's suggestion, 
he being well aware of the evihiess of men's 
imaginations, and the dîflSculty of establishing 
innocence once aspersed) — thèse cérémonials 
being gone through with, I say, the corpse was 
removed after dark and in strict secrecy — ^the 
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Tapps alone knew what was doing — ^to the 
Sbobdon Arms, there to await the inquest 
which would take place on the morrow, and 
whîch resulted in a verdict of " Cominitted 
suicide whilst in a state of unsound mind f it 
being quite impossible^ looking things well in 
the face^ notably the depressed state of public 
affairs. the severity of the weather and preva- 
lence of blight last autumn, for one dozen God- 
fearing and hîghly-respected rate and tax- 
payers to take any other view. 

Two o'clock on Monday was the tîme fixed 
for the funeral, Aunt Eachel being feverishly 
anxious to get it over. •* Nothing wUl go 
right till that's donc with," said she to Robert, 
as they sat and talked on Sunday evening of 
things past, présent, and to corne ; " I dare say 
you think me unfeeling, but I know it." And 
Robert said soberly that he trusted next week 
would bring a change ; — ^he was thinking of 
one who lay sick and grievously tormented in 
a darkened room upstairs. But the voice that 
committed Jacob's body to the grave was not 
Acts Latchet's. He had left Coatham — ^gone 
no man knew whither, some said to London, 
others to Van Diemen's Land^ but nobody felt 
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certain. On the aftemoon of Thursday, he, 
having made a very good dînner — Mrs. Forbes 
fancying that he had looked vexed and wom 
at breakfast had spared no pains to prépare a 
tempting repast against his retum-went up- 
stairs for a short time, then locked himself 
into his study, then issued forth, put on his 
hat and cloak, and with a small black bag in 
his hand left the house, since which time he 
had not been heard of. On the study table 
was found a five-pound note, and a slip of 
paper on which was written : 

"For Forbes, with grateful acknowledg- 
ments of the unremitting attention displayed 
by her whilst in my service. 

"AcTS Latchet." 

Dicky Ludlow declared that,coming through 
the fields on Thursday moming he had seen 
the minister standing under the King's Tree, 
his hat at the back of his head, and his cloak 
ail awry ; also that on catching sight of him 
he had picked up his stick, straightened his 
apparel, and walked away, quite like one who 
did not care to be seen ; also — ^but then no- 
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body ever paid any heed to what Dicky said, 
you know — that a big liole had been dug in 
the bank ; but, as I say, nobody ever minded 
Dicky's stories, he saw angels where others 
only saw geese — ^there was no weight to be 
attached to what he chose to babble. 

Stîll, Acts was gone, and Jacob was buried 
by the Révérend James Farebrother, mînister 
of Chadlington, who it was rumoiired might 
ultimately be translated to Coatham, should 
Mr. Latchet not retum ; an event the desh*- 
ableness of which occasioned much discussion, 
and even interrupted the hannony of families, 
Mrs. Perkins actually refusing to sit next to 
Mrs. Chîpper at the annuel love-feast, because 
Mrs. Chipper had been heard to remark that 
at times she had fancied that he, Acts, had, of 
late, taken less pains about his discourses than 
he used to. 

The " Terrible Occurrence at Shobdon '* 
somewhat blunted in outline, and lowered from 
the dignity of longprîmer to bourgeois and 
chance référence in a side column, Aunt 
ïlachel began to feel a little more like herself, 
a little crisper, and better able to believe that 
the worst was over. 
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And indeed Trypbena, aided by Maxtlia, 
than whom no more tender, untb:ing, and 
devoted nurse ever graced this earth, did 
begin to mend. For instance, when Robert 
paid her bis daily visit in tbe moming (sbe 
was not strong enougb to bear tbe sigbt of 
bim twice in twenty-four bours), sbe would 
smile and put out ber band — sucb a tbin little 
band — and say, " I bave slept so well/' or " I 
bave been dreaming of you," quite rationaUy, 
and tben tum away ber bead — sbe could 
not well talk unmoved of ber great good 
fortune even yet ; and by degrees be came to 
sit witb ber of an aftemoon just for balf an 
bour before sbe bad ber tea, and be and 
Martba would talk and laugb, and sbe would 
listen and laugb too, until tbe pinkness of 
ber cbeeks and brigbtness of ber eyes would 
proclaim tbe festivities to be at an end, for 
"if sbe is allowed to get excited,'* said Dr. 
Sprague, "I will not answer for tbe consé- 
quences ; quiet is ber sole cbance — quiet and 
cbange presently, wben sbe is able to bear it, 
and tbe weatber gets milder/' But day by 
day tbose sudden flusbings grew less évident, 
tbe dear eyes got back more of tbeir old 
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lighfc ; yes, the angels might fold their wîngs, 
they would not be wanted this time. 

Trouble, nevertheless, was still in store. 
Aunt Eacbel, poor woman, bad not yet seen 
to tbe bottom of her peck. 

Wben Mr. Fowke's monetary afeirs came 
to be looked înto by Messrs. Crabbe and 
Critchett, the firm of Dorcbester solicitors who 
for years had conducted tbe family business, 
it was found tbat be bad drawn on tbe moneys 
sbe bad entrusted to bis care to tbe extent of 
some fifteen bundred pounds. Wby, it was 
impossible eitber to guess or ascertain, unless 
to furtber tbose maritime enterprises in wbicb 
it now seemed from sundry facts wbicb cropped 
up-^as facts will wben not of tbe sligbtest 
value — ^be bad been engaged for some length 
of time. ïbis would reduce ber from modest 
ease to utter poverty — ber entire fortune 
baving been but tbree tbousands pounds. 

" I suppose/' said sbe witb a bitter smile, 
wben made fuUy aware of ber position, " tbat 
I shall bave to tum needlewoman or matron 
a ta public institution, or go as bousekeeper 
to some old widower, for Phenie will bave tbe 
bouse, and of course sbe won't want me sticks 
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îng about, neither would I be beholden to any 
one. It's a nice look-out ;" and bit her lîp 
hard. 

The thought of eaming her bread among 
strangers, of being no longer " Miss Rachel/' 
but simply a very poor and quite homeless 
person, on whom it behoved ail Christians to 
turn eyes éloquent of sympathy and compas- 
sion, was to this stern and unbending woman 
singularly appalling. No princess of the blood 
royal could more heartily loathe servitude, and 
yet she was neither fine nor proud — it was 
her nature. 

Phenie, with the fine sîngle-mindedness ot 
youth, could not imagine why she looked so 
sad, now that she was ail but convalescent. 

" I shall think,*' said she, with something 
like a peut — she was sitting up in bed, clad in 
a red flannel jacket, made pleasant with 
crimped white frills, like the frills she used to 
wear in her little black silk frocks and had 
you been able to put the two heads together 
— ^the head of the child of three and the girl 
of eighteen — ^you would not hâve found much 
difierence ; still the same shell-tinted skin, 
stiU the same pure brow, still the same 
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"lovely" look (there Î3 no word that 
what I mean half so well) — ^* I shall thînk," 
said she, "that joa aie net really pleased 
that I hâve made sach haste to get well, and 
been so good and leasonable, and taken ail 
the homd pilla and thîng& Why is it that 
medicine must be so nasiy? food does one 
good, and food is excellent. By the way, 
that reminds me that I am hongxy. Martha» 
brîng my beef tea thia instant — fly ! Bot, 
aunt dear, why do you sîgh so — why do you 
look so stiaîght ? Aren't you well ? do yon 
feel tîied V 

" I do rather/' was the sabdaed answer. 
For to speak to this inquisitive being of 
anything calcolated to alarm, wonnd, or per- 
plex, was aoooiding to Dr. Spiagae, jost as 
good as *' taking that knife *' — ^he was eating 
plum cake at the moment of utteianoe — " and 
stabbing her right to the heart — to the hearL 
There was no doubt aboat it." 

So Miss Imperious leant back on her pillows 
and smiled ont at the Febroary sunshine, and 
then sat up and ravenoosly devoored her 
broth, eating up every bit of the biead, and 
begging that she might hâve thiee sliœs of 
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méat for her dinner, and thought to herself 
that Aunt Rachel would be ail the better for 
a change, and that it would be very nîce at 
Weymouth, whither it had been fixed that 
she and Miss Fowke and Robert and Martha 
should simultaneously adjoum that day fort- 
night, in order that she might get quite 
thoroughly strong, and — and — well, I suppose 
was about as selfish and unseeing and de- 
liciously contented as we most of us are when 
just out of the jaws of death. 

There were times, though, when she was 
not quite so well satisfied, when the tears 
would run down her cheeks, and she would 
pull the clothes over her head, and be truly 
wretched. She was forced to do this in pri- 
vate, owing to ail signs of agitation being as 
rigidly noted and severely criticized as though 
the first symptoms of some deadly and con- 
tagions disorder. 

And thèse outbreaks and révulsions of sen- 
timent were always occasioned by thoughts of 
" father/' How he had met his death she did 
not yet know, ail that happened subséquent to 
her incarcération in the attic being wholly 
obliterated from her memory, and no facts 
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having been supplied by either Miss Fowke or 
any one else to atone for the deficiency ; it 
was, îndeed, quite a matter of chance whether 
she would ever gefc at the rights of that 
misérable story, any more than Aunt Rachel 
would know why the dead man disliked 
Eobert or the secret of his coalition with the 
minister — Robert would never tell her, of that 
I am certain. 

" She has had trouble enough/' said he to 
himself ; " God forbid that I should add 
thereto — let the past pass." 

How Jacob died, then, Tryphena had no 
idea. " He met with an accident/' said Aunt 
Rachel ; " It was quite sudden/' asseverated 
Martha. 

Nevertheless, that he was dead mixed sour 
with sweet and gloom with joy in no mean 
measure, and yet she could not blind herself 
to the fact that had he lived Robert might, 
này, very probably would hâve gone unwed to 
his grave, which seeing the ferveur and con- 
sistency of that young man's hymeneal inclina- 
tions, would hâve been, putting aside ail 
Personal considérations, a distinct calamity. 
Ail the same, and I cannot insist on this too 
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strongly, knowing Tryphena as I do, she did 
grieve heartîly and inconsolably over lier loss. 
That Jacob had dealt harshly with lier — 
had indeed well-nigli dealt her clean out of 
existence — was, comparatively speaking, of 
little conséquence. 

** I dare say," said she to Aunt Eacliel, one 
mornîng as that lady plaited her beautiful long 
hah' into the two thick tails in which it was now 
let to hang day and nîght, " that I Was ex- 
ceedingly provoking. You always said I was 
obstinate, you know ; and after Robert went 
away, I seemed to get so wicked, so very 
dreadfally wicked. Yes, I hâve no doubt but 
I had myself to thank/' 

But Aunt Bachel could seldom be got to 
take thîs view, even when particularly alive to 
small defects and weaknesses of character. 

"Your father," said she, "was odd. No 
one ever got quite to the bottom of whât he 
tneant or intended. Mother used to déclare 
he'd end in a lunatîc asylum !'* 

*' Grandmother," replied Tryphena, givîng 
her head a little jerk, " must, I think, hâve 
been a very despondent old lady. She was 
always imagining horrors about some one.*' 

VOL. III. 22 
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*' She was an honest woman/' retorted Aunt 
Rachel/' and could see a foot în front of her. 
You had better keep still or I shall hurt you.** 

What a day ît was when our prîsoner came 
eut of prison ! Robert volunteered to carry 
her downstairs, but she would hâve none of 
hîs officiousness. 

" I can walk quite well," said she, red as 
any hîp ; " Martha will go before, so that if I 
turn giddy I may not topple over, and — no ! 
go away. I do not want you !" 

So, rnefully, he submitted, and down they 
went, Martha going before and he foUowing 
after, and the Released between them, laugh- 
ing and making their poor jokes like any three 
Bchoolgirls, down into the parleur, which had 
been smartened up for the occasion by the 
drapiog of the window with a pair of netted 
white curtains — netted by Aunt Rachel in her 
teens, and looked on as a kind of wedding 
garment, a sacred property, only to be brought 
out on the most solemn of feast days — and a 
bright fire, and a scarlet sofe rug. There was 
not a flower to be had for love or money. 
Robert rode over to Coatham, — Peter put back 
his ears and showed his teeth when he went 
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înto the stable, the old horse missed hia 
xnaster, but saddled, he behaved well enough, 
— ^Robert rode over to Coatham, I say, on the 
precedîng day and ransacked the entire town 
from one end to the other for a bunch of 
Triolets ; he would hâve paid five pounds cheer- 
fuUy for a tolerable rose, but no such thing 
was to be had ; however, it ail looked very 
•cheerful, and the change was very pleasant, 
and the duck and apple-sauce and custard 
pudding and Champagne — Robert's contribu- 
tion to the banquet — exceeding good, and life 
warmed amazîngly, **for I shall always hâve 
them to think about," thought poor Aunt 
Kachel, as she, with Martha, tidied the 
kitchen while they made fresh discoveries 
in the, art of foolishness, "and that will turn 
the edge of things." 

And Martha thought — 

" I wonder 'ow fayther and Tom 11 manage 
whilst Tm away ? 'twould be well if Widder 
Bond could corne and do for 'em ; but 'twill 
be fine to see the sea." 

And the sea she saw within seven days ; the 
sea at play with her lover the sun, dazzling, 
bewitching, wonderfuL 

22—2 
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" Oh my !" said Martha, agréât joy bnrnîng^ 
in her eyes — she was standing between Phenie 
and Robert, they having strolled out on to the 
Esplanade whilst Aunt Rachel unpacked the 
trunks (they had taken half a house for two 
months ; at least Robert had taken it — ^it was 
ail one, he averred) — " oh my," said Martha, 
" but 'tis like drinkin' wine out of a bowl." 

Whereat they ail laughed so heartil;^ that 
one or two of the languid fine ladies and 
gentlemen, dotted about on the seats, or 
dawdling up and down, cane under arm or 
lapdog in chain — just as languid fine ladies 
and gentlemen do nowadays — turned and put 
up their eye-glasses and stared languidly and 
finely at them. 

The man wâs good-lookiHg, thought the 
Honourable Miss Blanc de Perles; and Sir 
Cheatham Wigge fancied that — er — if the^ 
gai — er — were— er — clothed, you knbw, she 
might not be so bad ; but that creatcha wîth 
the scarlet hair, and mouth like the slit in a 
letter-box— good gad ! La ! 

Not that the creatcha minded. Bless you^ 
they didn't care twopence about the opinion 
of anybody ; they had corne to enjoy them- 
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selves, and be happy and good-tempered and 
comfortable, and enjoy theœselves they did, 
and happy and good-tempered and comfortable 
they were ; Robert getting up ever so early 
^nd walking away to a distant part of the 
beach, whither came no one but fishermen, 
^nd having a glorious swim and float and dive 
before breakfast, and then coming home to eat 
Homerically, and take Tryphena and Aunt Ra- 
•chel (don't fancy she was allowed to feel lonely ; 
"v^'hy, her sayings kept them in laughing gear 
ail day long, besides they loved her, and knew 
she was a little sad, and that alone was a 
sufBcient reason why she should be made a 
great deal of by thèse silly young people) — 
take Aunt Rachel and Tryphena, I say, for a 
walk or to do shopping. Aunt Rachel thought 
it fit that Mdlle. La Fiancée should now be 
initiated into those mysteries of domestic 
^conomy which had hitherto been sedulously 
withheld from her, even as matters too fearful 
^nd wonderful for her to meddle with, and 
would take her to market and mâke her buy 
the dinner, and know that the fat of beef 
«hould be yellow and the fat of mutton white; 
likewise, that chickens' breastbones should end 
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în gristle, and ducks look yellow about the- 
back. Robert woiild shout with laughter-— 
you never heard such a laugh as this young 
man had at this period of his existence — as 
he stood by and heard thèse lessons. Tha 
very fishwives and market women would roar 
for sympathy ; and Martha, Martha, would 
cry out : 

" Lor', Miss Eachel, 'twill ail corne in time^ 
jest like back teeth and other things ; do 'ee 
let the poor child be." 

And then, dinner being over — they kept to 
Grange meal-times and dined at one, as well 
as they could that was for merriment and non- 
sensé — ^Robert would take Tryphena for a rida 
on a quiet pony he had picked out from thô 
nags in a neighbouring livery stable, he him* 
self being mounted on a long wiry beast, by 
name Juno, being a horse, and just like a 
dragon fly or a trainer's break, Phenie said, 
ail head and no body to speak of» Aunt 
Bachel bought her a pjum-coloured habit and 
a Spanish riding-hat, in which, with a lace 
cravat and white riding gloves, and a little 
riding whip mounted with a pointeras head in 
gold, which was of course "just the very 
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image of dear Beauty," this young woman 
looked — well, even the groom from the stables 
thought her a " wonderf ul sweet-faced young 
lady ;" and they would amble gently up and 
dovvn the country lanes, and sometimes dis- 
mount and bave a look at any place of note 
wbicb mîght chance to lie in their way, and, 
oh, they were so very happy. 

" Surely," said Phenie one evening, as they 
stood — Aunt Rachel having gone to show 
Martha how to make a " macaroni cheese," as 
she called it, for supper, — in the embrasure 
of their great bow window, and looked out 
upon the calm gray sea, touched to silver by 
the soft kiss of the newly-risen moon — 
" surely," said she, laying her head against 
his shoulder, and speaking dreamily, as she 
80 often spoke when they were quite alone, he 
beiug a second self, " God is Love. Why do 
people trouble about names and attributes 
when they bave but to believe that and they 
will know everything ?" 

" "Why did Eve pick the apple and bid Adam 
eat?'* smiled Robert; "I am afraid as long as 
the world lasts man will not rest content with 
Paradise." 
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As yet nothîng definite had been settled 
wîth regard to the wedding ; they would be 
married and mamed soon, despite Tryphena 
being in mouming, the manner of JacoVs 
death having in Aunt RachePs opinion slack- 
ened those fetters of custom in which she 
would otherwise hâve willingly conserited to 
be bound ; still, nothing was done. One day , 
however, a dressmaker took up her abode 
in a spare room, and parcels began to arrive 
with quite crushing assiduity, and it became 
plain that the end was at hand. 

"Oh, mercyl" sîghed Phenie, when Miss 
Fowke came to her for the sixth tîme in one 
moming to know if she really dîd not think 
she had better hâve a gray satin, " one would 
think I was not one girl, but forty. I could 
never wear ont ail the clothes you're gettîng 
me if I were to dress hard day and night for 
years." 

"Pleughl" ejaculated Martha, who was in 
her glory, and little short of délirions with 
draper's fever; "TU warrant you'U want 
more before next Christmas. Why, youll be 
asked everywhere. Yes, Mîss Eachel, a gray 
satin, if you please, and a white ostricb 



EOSE AND RUE. 345 

feather in that chip bonnet. Don t you recol- 
lect my saying that if I had my way you 
ôhould '' 

But our victîm had fled. 

"Robert/' said she, flinging herself down 
-on her knees before him — he was reading in 
the red arm-chair, reading " Kenilworth/' and 
had just corne to the part where Queen 
Eb'zabeth finds Amy Robsart dressed up as a 
-wood nymph in the grotto — and catching hold 
of bis hands, so that the book tumbled down 
npon the floor, and pressing them to her bot 
cheeks, ** how do you like me best — I mean, 
what sort of a dress do I look least horrid in ? 
a chintz or a muslin or a stuff, or a silk^ or 

a '' 

" A chîntz, a chintz with a chocolaté ground 
and big flowers ail over it — like that you wore 
^hen I first saw you." 

" There," said she, " I knew it," and ^at 
down dejectedly ; "aren t people idiots ?" 

I think it was the eighteenth of April — ^at 
ail events I know that it was a Thursday, and 
Tryphena^e birthday, and warm and bright and 
beautiful as a southern June, and that the 
•orchards were white with blossom, and in the 
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gardeiîs the blushîng almond trees and the lilac 
bushes, long since green and now sprinkled 
wîth fast-purpling buds, and each goodly dar- 
ling of the dainty spring made of jour two 
eyes and your nose short cute to heaven — 
that in a little not-much-frequented Wes-^ 
leyan chapel situate on the outskirts of the 
biisy town, whereof the minîstrant was a 
benevolent-eyed, white-headed old man, who^ 
having wellnigh lived out his simple life, 
would soon die a simple death, and be laid iû 
a simple grave, among folks for the most part 
as simple as himself, Robert and Tryphena 
grew into man and wife quite quietly, with 
nobody but Aunt Eachel and Martha to keep 
them in countenance, and the old clerk, aa 
whiteheaded as the parson, to say Amen. 

They could forego grandeur, liarbouring 
love. 

And that moming, before any onewasastir, 
Aunt Eachel had gone to Tryphena's room ta 
take her a pearl brooch and pair of earrings as 
her wedding présent, with perhaps a little 
good advice, and a few tears, and other odd- 
ments, if found room for, and Tryphena being>, 
as mîght be expected, wideawake, moreover up 
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and peeping out behind her blind to see what 
sort of a day it was, was very much delighted 
and most grateful, and, in fact, quite ready 
to say and do everything that could be 
required. 

Still the heaviness of Miss Fowke's counte- 
nance lightened not ; still she evidently strug- 
gled with émotion. 

" You are over tired," said Tryphena, 
gravely, regarding her with some anxiety; 
" you hâve been doing too much !" 

"No," said Aunt Rachel, getting out her 
handkerchief — " no 1" 

"But, yes," affîrmed our physiognomist ; 
" you will be glad to get home again." 

" Home !" echoed Miss Fowke ; " where's 
that r 

" Why, home ! The Grange, of course," quite 
surprised. 

" You don't think l'm going back to Shob- 
don, do you ?" 

" Certainly ! Where else should you go T^ 

Miss Fowke stood silent. "Where else in- 
deed. 

" "What do you mean ?" pursued Tryphena ; 
" what is ail this ? There is something in the 
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background. I hâve felt it for long, ever 
since I began to get well, indeed. What is it 
— what is it ?" 

" Why, you silly girl !" smiled Aunt Rachel 
— even through her tears, — there was some- 
thing very comical about Pheuie in a " taking" 
— *' the Grange is yours !" 

" Well— what of that r 

" Nothing ! Except that I hâve no right 
there." 

" No right 1" 

" No ; and if I had, I hâve not the money to 
keep house with !'' 

Tryphena seemed to suffer. 

" But," said she at length, " you hâve your 

three thousand pounds, and then there is what 

the place itself brîngs in ; of course you would 

hâve to pay a bailiff just to collect the rents 

^nd that. Robert thought John might — ^" 

" My dear," interposed Aunt Bachel, with a 
great sigh, " you are talking nonsense. The 
income drawn from the land belongs to you." 

" Well," said Phenie, " and do you suppose 
that while IVe got a sovereign you shall want 
half a one ? Aunt Eachel — Aunt Kachel !" 
breaking frona her indignantly, and dashing 
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away angry teara — "you make me quite 
ashamed of you." 

" But," said Miss Fowke, " reason's reason." 

" Let it be/' retortedt he girl passionately ; 
" I hâte ît. You go back to Shobdon and you 
lîve there, and if you ever mention money or 
hoiise or land to me again, TU repudiate you ; 
I give you my word/' bursting into tearful, 
tremulous laughter. 'TU repudiate you. 
Why, I never heard of such a thing, and after 
ail your goodness " 

" But," broke in Aunt Rachel, " I bave not 
been good to you always. No, fait play's a 
jewel — I bave not been good to you always, 
and—" 

"I don't carè!" exclaimed Phenie, "God 
bas given mè Bobert, and I will do as I 
please,** and then she put ber arms about 
Aunt Bacbers neck and kissed her first on 
one cheek and tben on the otber, and then on 
tbe moutb, just as sbe used to kiss Beauty, 
and then buried her face in her bosom and 
cried a lîttle — and so Miss Fowke's future was 
decided. 

And Martha ? 

Martha, having thrown old shoes at a àe^ 
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parting travelling carriage» in a fashion wHich 
excited the astonishment even of advanced 
Weymoutli, and drank the bride and bride- 
groom's health quite as ofben as was good for 
her, — dear Martha, dear, joUy, wholesome, 
nncorapromising créature,— -and cried till her 
little red brown eyes were the size of my 
canary's, — ^packed the trunks and journeyed 
back with Aunt Eachel to Shobdon as blithe 
• — well, as blithe as she well could be, seeîng 

that ^but they had promised, nay, vowed, 

Bworn, that they would corne south at Christ- 
mas ; and it had been very pleasant — ^very. 

" Fayther!" said she, when she had let John 
ont of her arms, and Tom had sneaked off, 
not knowing quite what to make of himself, " I 
never enjyed anything so much in my life, 
^nd as for them two — well, theer, words can't 
explain it." 

" Nay," said John, " thet TU be bound !" 
and chuckled expressively. 

He had always liked Robert. 

It did not take long to eflfect such slight 
changes as were necessary to maintain the 
equilibrium of things under a fresh dispensa- 
iion. Before a month had elapsed the Tapps 
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had removed from their tuinble-dowa cottaora 
into one nearer the Grange, likewise in good 
repair. John was known to possess ail but 
suprême authority over his brefchren, and 
Martha had become personal attendant on 
Miss Fowke in so far as was compatible with 
due performance of home duties. Bat Fato 
had not yet played out her pranks. With 
harvest came a new nine days' wonder. 

Widow Bond got a lodger — a warm-looking, 
foxy-faced, six-foot-high gentleman, who said 
that he came from Crediton, and had a sister 
married in Coatham, and was lookinof about 
for a bit of land, having just come into some- 
thing not iinlike a fortune, owing to an uncle 
of his having gone out to America and made 
money, and come home " a shadder." 

And by degrees it got to be known that 
Martha Tapp and this prospérons and stalwart 
person were " keeping company,'' with John's 
<3onsent and Miss Fowke's approval, amid, in 
fact, the gênerai acclamations of ail who knew 
them — ^including even those living at a distance 
a.nd of ezalted station. And the corn carried^ 
and the last rick thatched — ^the warm-looking 
gentleman nearly broke his neck by ezecuting 
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asomersault therefrom in the exoess of hia 
émotion — ^these two were married, Martha. 
tomed into tiie wife of a Biitisli freeholder 
and Mrs. Charles ComeUos ; and when Mr. 
and Mrs. Yalojnes revisited Shobdon — not at 
CSiristmas as thej had promised, owing to 
(ârcumstances, but in the foUowing Jane — the 
firet thing that — ^but 

It is time for us to bid good-bye, xaj fiienda 
— five friends, five dear, never-to-be-equalled^ 
quite best friends. 

Oood-bye 1 



THB END. 
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austerely condemn the source whence is dniwn the alleviation of such misery." 
— Quarterly Reinew, 



ANNE HEREFORD. By Mrs, Henry Wood, Authoress of " The 
Channings," &c. 

AT ODDS I By the Baroness Tautfhœus, Authoress of <<The Initiais," 
&c. With two Illustrations i 



« 



' A work that will give pleasure to xsotxkv.** -^Peciaior, 
" A pretty story prettily told." — Saturday Revievt. 
" An entirely original story. The descriptions of scenery and characters are excellent." — 
OburvêT, 

BKSST RANE. By Mrs. Henry Wood, Authoress of " Mrs. Halli- 
burton's Troubles," &c. With an Illustration. 

BREEZIE LANGTON. By Hawley Smart, Author of " A Race for 

a Wife," &c. With an Illustration. 

"A capital novel, full of sweet English girls and brave open-hearted Englîsh gentlemen. 
It abounds with siirring scènes on the racecourse and in the camp, told with a rare animation, 
and a thorough knowledge of what the writer is talking about." — Guardian, 

CHANNINGS (The). By Mrs. Henry Wood, Authoress of "East 

Lynne," &c. With two Illustrations. 

" ' The Channings ' will probably be read over and over again, and it can never be read too 
often. " — A thetutunt, 

COMETH UP AS A FLOVU'ER. By Rhoda Broughton, Authoress 

of " Red as a Rose is She," &c. 

"A strikingly clever and original taie, the chief merits of which consist in the powerful, 
vigorous manner of ils telling^ in the exceeding beauty andpoetry of its sketches of scenery, 
and in the soliloquies, sometimes quaintly humorous, sometimes cynically bitter, sometimea 
plaintive and melancholy, which are uttered by the heroine." — Th* Times. 

CYRILLA. By the Baroness Tautphœus, Authoress of " At Odds !" &c. 
" A book of much merit, with many clever and lively scènes, and good pictures of life and 
manners in Germany. Cyrilla herself is a charming heroine, and equally well drawn, though 
by no means charmmg, are her half-sister Melanie, and her greedy and ill-tempered aunt, the 
Baroness von Aàlcikxiau**— Graphie, 

DENE HOLLOW^. By Mrs. Henry Wood, Authoress of "Vemer's 

Pride," &c. With an Illustration. 

" Novel readers wishing to be entertained, and deeply interested in character and incident, 
will find their curiosity wholesomely gratified by the ^phic pages of ' Dene Hollow/ an ex- 
cellent novel without the drawbacks of wearisome digressions and monotonous platitudes so 
coamon in the chapters of modem fiction." — Momùti Posi. 

EAST LYNNE. Fortieth Thousand. By Mrs. Henry Wood, Authoress 

of "The Channings," &c. With one Illustration. 

" ' East Lynne ' is a first-rate novel. It exhibits y^ great skill, both in characterization 
and coostnicùon, and ts found by ail iu rtaders to b« highly entertaming."->7>fc# Timê». 



À 



Bentley^ Favourite Novels. 



KLSTER'S FOLLY. By Mrs. Henry Wood, Anthoress of "The 
Channings," &c 

£MMA. By Jane Austen, Authoress of ** Pridc and Préjudice," &c. 

" Shakespeare has neither equal nor second. But among the writen who hâve approached 
nearest to ue manner of the great master we hâve no hésitation in pladng Jane Austen, a 
woman of whom England is justly pnnxàJ*^Macaulays Euayt. 

GKORGK CANTKRBURY'S -WILI- By Mrs. Henry Wood, 
Authoress of " East Lynne, &c. 

GOOD-BYE, S'WEETHEART I By Rhoda Broughton, Anthoress 

of " Cometh up as a Flower/' &c With a fine Illustration on SteeL 

" We are more impressed by this than by any of Miss Broughton's previous works. It is 
more carefully worked out, and conceived m a much higher spirit. Miss Broughton writes 
from the very bottom of her heart. There is a terrible realism about her." — Echo. 

XlSiYr:\KL& (The). By the Baroness Tautphœus, Authoress of " Quits !" 
&c With two Illustrations. 



UIDYBIRD. By Lady Georgiana Fullerton; Authoress of "Too 
Strange.not to be True." With two Illustrations. 

I-ADY SUSAN and THE WATSONS. By Jane Austen, Au- 
thoress of "Emma," &c. With a Memoir and Portrait of the Au- 
thoress. 

" MLss Austen's life as well as her talent seems to us unique among the tives of authoresses 
of fiction." — Quarterfy Review. 

LAST OF THE CAVALIERS (The). With two niustratîons. 

" A novel of considérable power ; ît will become popular amongst ail readers.'* — Observer. 
" A work exceedingly similar to some of Sir Walter Scott's best efforts. It is one of the 
best historical novels we hâve read for many yeax%.*'^Mommg Chrtmicle, 

LIFE'S SECRET (A). By Mrs. Henry Wood, Authoress of '< East 
Lynne," &c. 

LORD OAKBURN'S DAUGHTERS. By Mrs. Henry Wood. 
Authoress of " Vemer's Pride," &c. With two Illustrations. 

MANSFIELD PARK. By Jane Austen, Authoress of ''Pride and 

Préjudice," &c. 

" Miss Austen has a talent for describing the involvements and feelings and characters of 
ordinary life, which is to me the most wonderful I ever met with. Her exquisite toudb, which 
renders commonplace things and characters interesting from the truth of the description ai(d 
the sentiment, ts denied to me." — Sir WeUter Scott» 

MASTER OF GREYLANDS. By Mrs. Henry Wood, Author of 
" East Lynne," " The Channings,'^&c 

"A book by Mrs. Wood is sure to be a good one, and no one who cfç^aa 'The Master of 

Greylands ' in anticipation of an intelleetualtreat will be disappointed. The keen analysis of 
character, and the admirable management of the plo^ aiike attest the dever novelist."— yi^A» 
BulL 

MILDRED ARKELI^ By Mrs. Henry Wood, AuAoress of "Mrs. 
Halliburton's Troubles," &c. 

, MRS. GERALD'S NIECE. By Lady Georgiana Fullerton, Au- 
thoress of " Ladybird," &c 
•' A gracefully-written story."— Zil* Tifftes. 

MRS. HALLIBURTON'S TROUBLES. By Mrs. Henry Wood, 

Authoress of " The Channings," &c. With two Illustrations. 

" It is long since the novel-reading world has had reason so thoroughly to congratulate 
itself upon the appearance of a new work as in the instance of 'Mrs. Hamburton's '!mublea.' 
It is a fine work ; a great and anistic picture.''~Aftfr«sK^ Post. 



Bentleys' Favourite Novels, 



NANCY. By Rhoda Broughton, Authoress of "Cometh up as a 
Flower," ** Red as a Rose is She," &c. With an Illustration on Steel. 

" As a woric of art decidedly superior to any of Miss Broughton's previous novels/'— Graphie. 

" If unwearied brilliancy of style, picturesque description, humorous and original dialogue, 
and a keen insight into haman nature can make a novel popular, there is no doubt whatever 
that ' Nancy ' will take a higher place than anything which Miss Broughton bas yet wxitten. 
It is admirable from first toiasn,— Standard, 



NKW MAGDALEN (The). By Wilkie Collins, Author of "The 
Woman in White," " Poor Miss Finch," &c. 



" Without doubt the most remarkable, as it is in many respects tne most interesting noyel 
ippeared for sonie time past. It is one of the best 
author's works.'*— The Hour. 



which bas appeared for sonie time past. It is one of the best and the most interesting of this 
ithor's Works.'*— The Hour. 
** Seldom bas a story created a more profound interest"— jlfirr^r. 

NORTHANGER ABBEY. By Jane Austen, Authoress o' " Pride 
and Préjudice," &c. 

OS'WALD CRAY. By Mrs. Henry Wood, Authoress of " East Lynue," 
&c. With an Illustration. 

OUGHT WE TO VISIT HER ? By Mrs. Annie Edwardes, Au- 
thoress of " Archie Lovell," &c. With an Illustration on Steel. 
" To this novel the epithets spirited, lively, original of design, and vigorous in working it 
out, majr be applied witnout let or hindrance. In short, in ail that goes to make up at once 
an amusing and interesting story, it is in every way a %yxocKS&"^McrHing Post, 

POOR MISS FINCH. By Wilkie Collins, Author of "The Woman 
in White," &c. 

" Full of power, vigour, and inimitable description. We must, for our own part, confess 
that ' Poor Miss Finch ' bas interested us more than any of the author's previous works. We 
hâve enjoyed reading it so heartily, that we can say nothing more bevond advising our readers 
to go and do Hkewise." — Vanity Pair, 

"A story which is certain to be a favourite, and fully deserves to be one." — Gra/Aic. 

"A master-piece of Mr. Wilkie Collins' peculiar skilL" — £càû, 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE. By Tane Austen, Authoress of ** Sensé 

and Sensibility," &c 

" * Pride and Préjudice,' by Jane Austen, is the perfect type of a novel of common life ; the 
story is so condsely and dramatically told, the langua^e so simple, the shades of human cha- 
racter so clearly presented, and the opération of varions motives so delicately traced, attest 
this gifted woman to bave been the perfect mistress of her art." — Amold's English Literaturt. 

QUITS I By the Baroness Tautphœus, Authoress of " The Initiais," &c 
With two Illustrations. 

•' A most interesting novel."— yiVww. 

"Witty, sententious, graphie, full of brilliant pictures of life and manners, it is positîvely 
one of the best of modem stories, and may be read with delightful interest firom cover to 
covcr."— Jl/tfr««^ Post. 

** Interesting in the highest degree."— 03«»rv/r. 

RED AS A ROSE IS SHE. By Rhoda Broughton, Authoress of 
"Good-bye, Sweetheart," &c. With an Illustration on Steel. 
" There are few readers who will not be fasdnated by this taie."— T^ÛM^f. 

RED COURT FARM. By Mrs. Henry Wood, Authoress of "Vemer's 
Pride," &c 

ROLAND YORKE (a Sequel to "The Channîngs"). By Mre. Henry 
Wood, Authoress of " East Lynne," &c. With an Illustration. 
" In ail respects worthy ot the hand that wrote 'The Channings ' and ' East Lynne.' There 
ts no lack of excitement to wile the reader on, and from the fir^ to the last a well-planned 
•tory is sustained with admirable ipirit and in a masterly ttylt"—Daify Nttus. 



